
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Wilmette, Illinois 
 

Welcome to Wilmette 
 

Nestled along Lake Michigan's shore, Wilmette stands as one of Chicago's most desirable North 
Shore suburbs. This prestigious village of roughly 27,000 residents combines small-town charm 
with sophisticated amenities, featuring tree-lined streets, beautiful historic homes, and the iconic 
Bahá'í House of Worship. With its award-winning schools, pristine lakefront parks, and vibrant 
downtown village center along Green Bay Road, Wilmette attracts families seeking an 
exceptional quality of life while maintaining easy access to Chicago's urban offerings. 

 

What truly sets Wilmette apart is its perfect balance of community and convenience. The village 
maintains a walkable, neighborhood-focused character where residents know their neighbors 
and support local businesses, yet downtown Chicago is just 30 minutes away. From the sandy 
beaches at Gillson Park to the boutique shopping in Plaza del Lago, from top-rated dining to 
year-round cultural events, Wilmette offers the refined lifestyle of North Shore living without 
sacrificing the warmth of a close-knit community. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Wilmette strategically can make a significant difference in both availability 
and stress levels. June through August represents peak moving season here, as families 
coordinate relocations with the school calendar to give children a fresh start in fall. If you're 
planning a summer move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your 
preferred timing, as experienced Wilmette movers fill their schedules quickly during these 
months. Spring and fall offer excellent alternatives with better availability, milder weather, and 
less competition for moving dates, though you'll want to consider school schedules if you have 
children. 

 

Logistics in Wilmette differ considerably from Chicago city moves. Most properties feature 
driveways and garage access, which streamlines the loading process compared to street 
parking situations. However, many homes are multi-level with basements, finished attics, and 
multiple staircases that require careful planning for furniture navigation. The village's mature 
tree canopy and well-established neighborhoods mean narrower streets in some areas, so 
professional movers familiar with the North Shore understand how to position trucks and protect 
both your belongings and landscaping. Weather considerations matter year-round—summer 
heat can be intense, winter moves require ice management, and spring rains may necessitate 
floor protection. 

 

Living Here 
 

Wilmette's excellent school districts consistently rank among Illinois's best, with both Wilmette 
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Public Schools District 39 and New Trier High School District 203 drawing families from across 
the region. This educational reputation significantly influences the local real estate market and 
community character. The housing stock ranges from charming vintage homes built in the early 
1900s to contemporary new construction, with architectural styles including Colonial, Tudor, 
Prairie, and Mid-Century Modern. Most residents live in single-family homes, though townhomes 
and condominiums provide alternatives for those seeking less maintenance. The village's 
various neighborhoods each offer distinct personalities—from the lakefront estates to the cozy 
bungalows west of the Edens Expressway. 

 

Daily life in Wilmette centers around convenience and community engagement. The Metra 
Union Pacific North Line provides direct service to downtown Chicago with multiple stations in 
the village, making commuting straightforward for professionals working in the city. For drivers, 
I-94 (Edens Expressway) runs along Wilmette's western border, offering quick access to O'Hare 
Airport and the greater Chicago area. Locally, residents enjoy exceptional amenities including 
the Wilmette Public Library, multiple parks and beaches, the Westmoreland Country Club, and a 
downtown area packed with restaurants, cafes, and independent shops. The Wilmette Farmers 
Market runs weekly during warmer months, and community events like the French Market and 
Fourth of July parade foster the strong neighborly connections that define village life. 

 

Moving Tips for Wilmette 
 

1.​ **Reserve parking early**: While most Wilmette homes have driveways, narrow streets 
may require temporary parking permits for moving trucks. Contact the Wilmette Village 
Hall at least one week before your move if you need to reserve street space or will be 
blocking traffic temporarily. 

 

1.​ **Protect your property**: Many Wilmette homes feature hardwood floors, custom 
millwork, and high-end finishes. Ensure your moving company uses floor runners, door 
jamb protection, and furniture padding to prevent damage during the move. 

 

1.​ **Plan for basement and second-floor moves**: Multi-level homes are the norm here. 
Walk through your home with your movers beforehand to identify potential challenges 
like narrow stairways, tight turns, or large furniture pieces that may need special 
handling. 

 

1.​ **Schedule around school zones**: Wilmette takes school zone traffic seriously. Plan 
moving truck arrival and departure times outside of school drop-off (7:30-8:30 AM) and 
pick-up (2:30-3:30 PM) hours to avoid congestion and citations. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with HOA or condo boards**: If you're moving into a townhome or 
condominium, check building requirements well in advance. Some associations require 
certificate of insurance from movers, have specific loading dock times, or require 
elevator reservations. 

 

1.​ **Consider the season realistically**: Winter moves in Wilmette require snow and ice 



preparation. Summer heat can be brutal for moving crews. Have water available and be 
patient—professional movers will work carefully to protect your belongings regardless of 
weather. 

 

Getting Settled in Your New Home 
 

Once you've moved in, start with the essentials: transfer utilities through ComEd for electricity 
and Nicor Gas for natural gas service, and set up waste collection with Groot or Advanced 
Disposal. Register your vehicles with the Village of Wilmette to obtain the required vehicle 
stickers within 30 days of moving. Visit the Wilmette Public Library to get a library card and pick 
up a community guide with local information. Join neighborhood Facebook groups or NextDoor 
to connect with neighbors, find recommendations for services, and learn about upcoming 
community events. If you have children, register them with Wilmette Park District for activities 
and familiarize yourself with school bus routes and schedules. Taking these steps quickly will 
help you feel at home and integrated into the community. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Wilmette 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Wilmette? 

 

A: Moving costs in Wilmette typically range from $400-800 for smaller moves to 
$1,200-2,500+ for larger homes, depending on home size, distance, and service level. 
Most North Shore moves involve multi-level homes with basements and stairs, which 
affects pricing. Summer months (June-August) see premium pricing due to high demand 
from families coordinating with school schedules. Request detailed quotes from multiple 
licensed movers and book early for best rates. 

 

Q: Do I need permits to move in Wilmette? 

 

A: Most Wilmette residential moves don't require formal permits since homes typically 
have driveway access. However, if your moving truck will block streets or sidewalks, 
contact Wilmette Village Hall at (847) 251-2700 to arrange temporary parking permissions. 
Condominium and townhome residents should check with their HOA or building 
management about specific requirements, insurance certificates, or elevator reservations 
needed for moving day. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Wilmette? 

 

A: The ideal moving window is May through early June or late August through 
September—you'll avoid peak summer pricing while working around school transitions. 
June through August is busiest as families align moves with New Trier and District 39 
school calendars, requiring 3-4 week advance booking. Fall and spring offer better 
availability and often lower rates, though winter moves are possible with proper 



preparation for snow and ice conditions. 

 

Q: What moving challenges are unique to Wilmette? 

 

A: Wilmette's mature housing stock means navigating narrow staircases, basement 
moves, and tight doorways in older homes. The village's tree-lined streets with overhead 
branches require experienced drivers to position moving trucks carefully. Many 
properties feature valuable hardwood floors and custom architectural details requiring 
extra protection. Additionally, strict school zone enforcement means timing moves 
outside 7:30-8:30 AM and 2:30-3:30 PM windows to avoid traffic delays and potential 
citations. 

 

Q: Why do families choose to move to Wilmette? 

 

A: Wilmette's primary draw is exceptional education—New Trier High School and 
Wilmette Public Schools consistently rank among Illinois's top districts. The combination 
of safe, walkable neighborhoods, Lake Michigan beaches, excellent park system, and 
strong community engagement creates an ideal family environment. Easy Metra access 
to Chicago (30 minutes downtown) allows suburban living without sacrificing career 
opportunities, while the village's cultural amenities, dining scene, and architectural 
beauty provide North Shore prestige with genuine neighborhood warmth. 

 

Q: How far in advance should I book Wilmette movers? 

 

A: For summer moves (June-August), book 3-4 weeks ahead as this is peak season when 
families coordinate with school calendars and moving companies fill schedules quickly. 
Spring and fall moves require 2-3 weeks' notice for best selection. Winter moves often 
have more flexibility with 1-2 weeks typically sufficient. End-of-month dates always book 
fastest regardless of season. Early booking ensures you get your preferred date and 
allows time to coordinate building requirements or parking needs. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 
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➤ Get a Free Quote: Wilmette Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Wilmette moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Skokie 

• Moving to Evanston 

• Moving to Winnetka 

• Moving to Glencoe 

• Moving to Northbrook 

 

• Moving to Northbrook 
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