
Your Complete Guide to Moving to West Town, 
Chicago 
 

Welcome to West Town 
 

West Town stands as one of Chicago's most dynamic and culturally rich neighborhoods, 
stretching across the near West Side with a character that blends historic architecture with 
contemporary urban energy. This gentrifying area encompasses distinctive sub-neighborhoods 
like Ukrainian Village, each contributing to West Town's diverse personality. Tree-lined streets 
showcase beautiful Victorian-era graystones alongside modern developments, while the area's 
artistic heritage remains visible in galleries, murals, and creative spaces that have attracted 
artists and young professionals for decades. The neighborhood pulses with an authentic 
Chicago energy that feels both established and evolving. 

 

What makes West Town truly unique is its ability to maintain cultural authenticity while 
embracing change. You'll find family-owned Polish bakeries operating next to trendy coffee 
shops, historic churches anchoring blocks of renovated condos, and longtime residents sharing 
sidewalks with newcomers drawn by the neighborhood's creative spirit. The area offers an ideal 
balance for those seeking urban convenience without the premium prices of downtown living, all 
while maintaining the character and community feel that makes Chicago neighborhoods special. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your West Town move strategically can save money and reduce stress. Late fall through 
early spring typically offers better availability and more flexible scheduling options, while 
summer months (May through September) represent peak moving season with higher demand 
and premium pricing. Book your move 3-4 weeks in advance for best availability, especially if 
you're moving during the busy season or on a weekend. Experienced West Town movers 
handle these logistics daily and can guide you through scheduling considerations based on your 
specific building type and street location. 

 

The logistics of moving in West Town require advance planning, particularly regarding parking 
permits. Most residential streets in this Zone 2 area require temporary moving truck parking 
permits, which must be requested at least 10 business days in advance through the City of 
Chicago 311 system. Parking enforcement is notably active here, so proper permits aren't 
optional—they're essential for avoiding tickets and ensuring your moving truck has legal access 
to your building. Consider your building's specific requirements too: walk-up apartments may 
need stair coordination, while newer buildings with elevators often require reservation 
scheduling and certificate of insurance from your moving company. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/west-town-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/west-town-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/west-town-movers


Living in West Town 
 

Daily life in West Town offers the convenience of urban living with strong neighborhood 
character. The Blue Line provides quick access throughout Chicago, making commutes 
downtown remarkably easy while keeping you connected to other neighborhoods. You'll find the 
cost of living more moderate than downtown or North Side hotspots, with average rents around 
$1,700 reflecting the neighborhood's growing appeal without the premium of Lincoln Park or 
River North. The mix of housing types—from vintage walk-ups with original architectural details 
to modern construction with contemporary amenities—means you can find living spaces that 
match various preferences and budgets. 

 

The neighborhood's amenities support everyday needs and weekend exploration alike. Local 
coffee shops and restaurants line major corridors, reflecting both the area's cultural heritage and 
its evolving food scene. Parks provide green space for recreation, while the creative community 
ensures regular events, art shows, and cultural programming. Shopping ranges from practical 
necessities at neighborhood grocers to boutique finds in independent shops. The building types 
common to West Town—including three-flat walk-ups, vintage courtyard buildings, and modern 
loft conversions—create visual interest while offering different living experiences. Narrow 
hallways and vintage construction are charming but require careful furniture planning, while 
newer buildings typically offer more straightforward move-in experiences with elevators and 
wider spaces. 

 

Moving Tips for West Town 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits early**: Submit your temporary parking permit request through 
Chicago 311 at least 10-14 business days before your move date. Include your exact 
address, preferred parking spots (typically 2-3 spaces), and moving date. Keep the 
permit confirmation accessible on moving day. 

 

1.​ **Measure everything twice**: West Town's vintage buildings often feature narrow 
staircases, tight turns, and doorways that don't accommodate oversized furniture easily. 
Measure your largest pieces and building access points, including stairwell width, 
landing space, and door frames before moving day. 

 

1.​ **Book elevator time in advance**: If you're in a building with an elevator, reserve it as 
soon as you have a moving date. Provide your moving company's certificate of 
insurance to building management, as most require proof of coverage before granting 
access. 

 

1.​ **Plan for street parking challenges**: Even with permits, street parking can be tight in 
West Town. Inform neighbors of your moving day if possible, and consider scheduling 
your move earlier in the day before streets fill up with resident vehicles. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for walk-up reality**: Many West Town buildings are three-story walk-ups 



without elevators. This affects both moving costs and timing. Declutter before moving to 
reduce the volume going up those stairs, and ensure fragile items are properly protected 
for the extra handling. 

 

1.​ **Account for one-way streets**: West Town features numerous one-way streets that 
affect moving truck access and navigation. Share your exact address and any building 
access details with your movers beforehand so they can plan the most efficient route 
and approach. 

 

Getting Settled in Your New Neighborhood 
 

Once you've moved in, take time to explore West Town on foot—it's the best way to discover 
your new neighborhood's hidden gems and establish your local routine. Register for a Chicago 
residential parking permit if you own a car, as Zone 2 parking enforcement is consistent. 
Introduce yourself to neighbors, locate your nearest grocery stores and pharmacies, and find 
your preferred coffee shop or breakfast spot within the first week. Connect with local resources 
through the West Town Chamber of Commerce or neighborhood social media groups to stay 
informed about community events, street festivals, and local issues. Many longtime residents 
are welcoming to newcomers who show genuine interest in the community's character and 
history. 

 

FAQs About Moving to West Town 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in West Town? 

A: Moving costs in West Town typically range from $400-$800 for a local move, 
depending on apartment size, floor level, and whether your building has an elevator. 
Three-story walk-ups cost more than ground-floor units due to additional labor. Summer 
weekend moves command premium rates, while weekday moves during fall or winter 
often offer better pricing. Always request quotes from multiple companies and confirm 
they include parking permit assistance. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to West Town? 

A: Late fall through early spring (October through April) offers the best combination of 
availability, competitive pricing, and scheduling flexibility in West Town. Summer months 
bring peak demand, higher costs, and limited weekend availability. Book 3-4 weeks ahead 
regardless of season, but expect to schedule 4-6 weeks in advance for summer weekend 
moves. Mid-month dates typically offer more flexibility than month-end rush periods. 

 

Q: What parking permits do I need for moving day in West Town? 

A: You'll need a temporary residential parking permit for your moving truck, requested 
through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move. West Town is Zone 2, 
where parking enforcement actively tickets unpermitted vehicles. Request 2-3 parking 
spaces directly in front of your building for the specific hours you'll be moving. The 



permit costs approximately $25 per day and must be posted visibly during your move. 

 

Q: Are West Town apartments difficult to move into? 

A: Many West Town buildings are vintage walk-ups with narrow staircases, tight 
landings, and no elevators, which creates challenges for moving large furniture. 
However, experienced local movers handle these building types daily and know 
techniques for navigating tight spaces safely. Modern developments with elevators are 
easier but require advance reservation. Measure large furniture pieces and stairwell 
dimensions beforehand to avoid moving day surprises. 

 

Q: Why are people moving to West Town? 

A: West Town attracts residents seeking authentic Chicago neighborhood character with 
urban convenience at more moderate prices than downtown or Lincoln Park. The Blue 
Line provides easy commuting access, while the area's cultural diversity, creative energy, 
and improving amenities appeal to young professionals and families. Beautiful historic 
architecture, growing food and arts scenes, and strong community identity make it 
compelling for those wanting to be part of a dynamic, evolving neighborhood. 

 

Q: What should I know about West Town before moving here? 

A: West Town is actively gentrifying, meaning the neighborhood is changing rapidly with 
new development alongside established communities. Expect urban noise levels, active 
street life, and diverse neighbors from different backgrounds and income levels. Parking 
is challenging and requires Zone 2 permits for residents. Most rental buildings are older 
construction without central air conditioning or in-unit laundry. The area's character and 
convenience outweigh these considerations for most residents, but understanding what 
to expect helps you settle in successfully. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: West Town Movers 

 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/west-town-movers


Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our West Town moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Humboldt Park 

• Moving to Woodlawn 

• Moving to Ukrainian Village 

• Moving to East Village 

• Moving to Noble Square 

 

• Moving to Noble Square 

https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555036846112768
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555036846112768
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1YDI9n2Dti1iqqIslNUICaf1p5iRDg5mb11Kc5gZQtt4
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1QwCP6xmK03WfRrGAckVulxmZE9ggTFj6YyprdrvKEn0
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1cbILIiuthFjKQpeOkkKXpCe6P3OYUDhF9e7DBIMocas
https://docs.google.com/open?id=12lVQN3W_KuaOtZihSk49Jx8xA50_xuV7R5L6kdzMjV0
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1qNx4IHOewsbUfyEAquMUzqemFZaHMJjRuleTrQL70BI
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1qNx4IHOewsbUfyEAquMUzqemFZaHMJjRuleTrQL70BI
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