
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Uptown, Chicago 
 

Welcome to Uptown 
 

Uptown stands as one of Chicago's most culturally diverse and historically rich North Side 
neighborhoods. Stretching along the lakefront from Foster Avenue to Irving Park Road, this 
vibrant community offers an eclectic mix of entertainment, dining, and residential options that 
attract young professionals, families, and artists alike. The neighborhood's crown jewels include 
the beautifully restored historic theaters like the Aragon Ballroom and the Uptown Theatre, 
alongside easy access to lakefront beaches and parks. With improving commercial corridors 
along Broadway and Argyle Street, Uptown balances urban energy with lakeside tranquility, 
making it an increasingly popular choice for Chicagoans seeking authentic neighborhood 
character without the premium prices of nearby Lakeview or Lincoln Park. 

 

What truly sets Uptown apart is its remarkable diversity and ongoing renaissance. The 
neighborhood has evolved significantly in recent years while maintaining its multicultural roots, 
particularly evident along Argyle Street's vibrant Asian business district. Tree-lined residential 
streets feature stunning vintage architecture, from elegant courtyard buildings to classic 
Chicago walk-ups, many dating back to the neighborhood's heyday as an entertainment district 
in the 1920s. Today's Uptown seamlessly blends this historic charm with modern amenities, 
craft breweries, farm-to-table restaurants, and the Green Mill jazz club—a legendary speakeasy 
that's been operating since 1907. Whether you're drawn by the affordable housing, lakefront 
access, or cultural vitality, Uptown offers a distinctive Chicago experience. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Uptown strategically can save both money and stress. Late fall through 
early spring typically offers better availability and more flexible scheduling options, while 
summer months from May through September represent peak moving season with higher 
demand across the neighborhood. If you're planning a summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in 
advance ensures you'll secure your preferred dates and allows adequate time for permit 
processing. Experienced Uptown movers handle these logistics daily and can guide you through 
the neighborhood's specific requirements to ensure a smooth transition. 

 

Uptown's street layout and parking regulations require advance planning for moving day 
success. Most residential streets require temporary moving truck parking permits, which must 
be requested at least 10 business days in advance through the City of Chicago's 311 system. 
Since Uptown falls within Zone 2 for residential parking, enforcement is active and 
consistent—proper permits aren't optional. Additionally, consider the neighborhood's mix of 
building types when scheduling your move. Many vintage buildings feature narrow hallways, 
limited elevator access, or walk-up configurations that impact timing. Coordinating with building 
management ahead of time, especially in larger buildings along the lakefront, prevents 
last-minute complications and ensures elevators are reserved for your moving window. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/uptown-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/uptown-movers


Living Here 
 

Daily life in Uptown centers around its excellent public transit access and lakefront amenities. 
The Red Line runs directly through the neighborhood with stops at Lawrence, Argyle, and 
Wilson, providing 24-hour access to downtown and the entire North Side. This connectivity 
makes car ownership optional for many residents, though Zone 2 residential parking permits are 
available for those who drive. The lakefront trail system offers year-round recreation just blocks 
from most residential areas, with Montrose Beach and Osterman Beach providing summer 
swimming, kayaking, and social spaces. Foster Avenue Beach's dog-friendly areas have made 
it particularly popular among pet owners in the neighborhood. 

 

The neighborhood's housing stock reflects Uptown's historical development, featuring 
everything from vintage courtyard apartments and classic three-flat walk-ups to modern mid-rise 
buildings along the lakefront corridor. Average rents hover around $1,400, offering relative 
affordability compared to neighboring communities while maintaining proximity to amenities and 
transit. Commercial corridors along Broadway, Lawrence, and Argyle provide grocery options 
including international markets, pharmacies, restaurants representing dozens of cuisines, and 
local coffee shops that serve as community gathering spaces. The Argyle Night Market during 
summer months and the Green City Market at Montrose Beach bring additional vibrancy to the 
neighborhood's already diverse commercial landscape. 

 

Moving Tips for Uptown 
 

1.​ **Request parking permits early**: Contact 311 at least 10-15 business days before your 
move date to secure temporary no-parking zones. Processing times can extend during 
peak summer months, so earlier is always better. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate building access**: Many Uptown buildings, particularly along Marine Drive 
and the lakefront corridors, require advance notice and elevator reservations. Contact 
management at least two weeks ahead to secure time slots and understand any specific 
requirements or fees. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for walk-ups**: A significant portion of Uptown's housing stock consists of 
walk-up buildings without elevators. If you're moving into a second or third-floor unit, 
communicate this clearly when booking to ensure proper crew size and equipment. 

 

1.​ **Plan for street parking limitations**: Even with permits, some Uptown streets have tight 
parking due to mature trees and narrow layouts. Scout your block beforehand and 
consider which entrance offers the best truck access to minimize carrying distances. 

 

1.​ **Time your move around Red Line access**: If you're relying on public transit for any 
part of your moving day, note that the Wilson stop is undergoing ongoing improvements. 
Plan alternate routes if needed, and remember that Lawrence and Argyle stations 
provide solid alternatives. 



 

1.​ **Protect vintage building features**: Many Uptown apartments feature original 
hardwood floors, decorative moldings, and historic details. Use proper floor protection 
and padding to preserve these elements and ensure you receive your full security 
deposit back. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, start with the essentials: update your address with USPS, register for 
Zone 2 residential parking permits if needed through the City Clerk's website, and locate your 
nearest grocery options along Broadway or Argyle. Join neighborhood Facebook groups and 
forums like "Uptown Chicago" to connect with neighbors, learn about local events, and get 
recommendations for everything from veterinarians to handymen. Visit the Uptown Branch 
Library on Buena Avenue to obtain a Chicago Public Library card, which also provides free 
access to cultural institutions citywide. Take time to explore beyond your immediate block—walk 
the lakefront trail, check out the farmers market at Montrose Beach, and discover the 
neighborhood's excellent dining scene. Getting to know local business owners and regular 
hangouts helps you quickly feel at home in this welcoming community. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Uptown 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Uptown Chicago? 

A: Moving costs in Uptown typically range from $300-$600 for a studio or one-bedroom 
apartment, and $600-$1,200 for larger units, depending on factors like building type, floor 
level, and distance. Walk-up buildings and peak summer dates may increase costs, while 
off-season moves often qualify for better rates. Always get detailed quotes that account 
for Uptown's specific building configurations. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Uptown? 

A: Yes, most Uptown residential streets require temporary no-parking permits for moving 
trucks. Request permits at least 10 business days in advance through Chicago's 311 
system. As a Zone 2 neighborhood, parking enforcement is active, so proper permits are 
essential to avoid tickets and ensure your moving truck has legal space throughout the 
day. 

 

Q: When is the best time of year to move to Uptown? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best combination of availability, competitive 
pricing, and scheduling flexibility in Uptown. Summer months (May-September) 
represent peak moving season with higher demand and rates. If you must move during 
summer, book 3-4 weeks ahead and expect premium pricing, especially for weekend 
dates near month-end. 

 

Q: What makes moving in Uptown challenging? 



A: Uptown's primary moving challenges include its high percentage of walk-up buildings 
without elevators, narrow vintage hallways in historic buildings, and strict parking permit 
requirements. Lakefront high-rises require advance elevator reservations, while some 
residential streets have tight parking due to mature trees. Working with movers familiar 
with these Uptown-specific conditions helps navigate these obstacles efficiently. 

 

Q: Why are people moving to Uptown? 

A: Uptown attracts residents with its combination of affordable rent (averaging $1,400), 
excellent Red Line transit access, lakefront proximity, and authentic neighborhood 
character. The area's cultural diversity, historic entertainment venues, improving 
commercial corridors, and walkable streets offer urban amenities without premium 
prices. Young professionals and families appreciate the community feel and convenient 
location just minutes from downtown. 

 

Q: Are Uptown apartment buildings elevator-accessible? 

A: Uptown features a mix of building types—newer lakefront buildings and larger vintage 
complexes typically have elevators, but the neighborhood has many classic three-flat 
walk-ups and courtyard buildings without elevator access. When apartment hunting, 
clarify building amenities upfront, especially if moving heavy furniture or have mobility 
considerations. This information is crucial for accurate moving quotes and planning. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Uptown Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Uptown moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Andersonville 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/uptown-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806554978974138368
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806554978974138368
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1pzUmiyWtDJOeRVJMxAJHzQ1yt03BBTCAFB_b0eSBQ64


• Moving to Streeterville 

• Moving to Edgewater 

• Moving to Rogers Park 

• Moving to Ravenswood 

 

• Moving to Ravenswood 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=1Blnw3PX1UNLsE6W1fFOaIc71glbV_zglnrBrwAmUjBY
https://docs.google.com/open?id=10ykK8cweC-3157Y1LOuqX7SENoAQW7lF1MBsjcXdsFA
https://docs.google.com/open?id=12RF-L0KbXSM0ePBBBJxPgOTNZQt-pYzXUu5BF_IJFBM
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1ayUTq2eK1b2hX2euEvLtXDZb7cKg462Amlex0puLtZs
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1ayUTq2eK1b2hX2euEvLtXDZb7cKg462Amlex0puLtZs
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