
Your Complete Guide to Moving to St. John, Indiana 
 

Welcome to St. John 
 

St. John has become one of Northwest Indiana's most sought-after communities for families 
relocating from Chicago and surrounding areas. Located in Lake County approximately one 
hour from downtown Chicago, this growing suburb offers the perfect blend of small-town charm 
and modern convenience. New residential developments continue to pop up across the 
community, attracting young families and professionals who want more space and affordability 
without sacrificing quality of life. The tree-lined streets, well-maintained parks, and genuine 
community atmosphere make St. John feel like a true hometown rather than just another 
suburban development. 

 

What sets St. John apart from other Northwest Indiana communities is its deliberate focus on 
maintaining a family-friendly environment while accommodating growth. Unlike some rapidly 
developing suburbs that lose their character, St. John has managed to preserve its welcoming 
small-town feel even as new neighborhoods emerge. The community's commitment to excellent 
schools, safe streets, and quality recreational facilities has made it particularly popular with 
families making the cross-state move from Illinois. Residents appreciate the slower pace of life, 
the ability to know their neighbors, and the tangible sense that they're part of a community 
rather than just living in one. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to St. John requires some strategic thinking, especially if you're relocating 
from Chicago with school-age children. Summer months are by far the most popular for family 
relocations, as parents aim to get settled before the new school year begins. If you're planning a 
summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential during peak season. However, fall 
and spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability and less competition for moving 
dates. Cross-state moves between Illinois and Indiana require extra planning time compared to 
local moves, so building in buffer time for unexpected delays is always wise. Experienced St. 
John movers handle these logistics daily and can help you navigate the timing that works best 
for your family's schedule. 

 

The logistics of moving between Chicago and St. John involve several considerations that local 
moves don't require. Your moving route will likely include toll roads—most commonly I-94 to 
I-80/94 East via the Indiana Toll Road, with tolls typically ranging from $4-8 depending on your 
exit, plus the Chicago Skyway toll of $6.00. Professional movers factor these costs into 
estimates upfront, but if you're doing a DIY move, budget accordingly. Rush hour timing is 
crucial; Chicago traffic can add an hour or more to your move time if you're not strategic about 
scheduling. Most professional moving companies will plan around peak congestion times, 
typically avoiding weekday mornings (7-9 AM) and evenings (4-6 PM) for the Chicago portion of 
the route. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/st-john-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/st-john-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/st-john-movers


Living Here 
 

St. John is served by Lake Central School Corporation, which consistently ranks among the top 
school districts in Indiana. This is one of the primary reasons families cite when explaining their 
move from Chicago to Northwest Indiana. Parents appreciate the smaller class sizes, more 
individual attention for students, and the strong community involvement in schools. The quality 
of education combined with significantly lower property taxes compared to many Chicago 
suburbs makes St. John particularly attractive for families with multiple children. If you're 
relocating with kids, it's worth contacting the school district early to understand registration 
requirements and to request school boundary information when choosing your new home. 

 

Day-to-day life in St. John strikes a comfortable balance between suburban convenience and 
small-town accessibility. You'll find local shopping centers with essential services, grocery 
stores, restaurants, and parks within the community, while larger shopping destinations and 
entertainment venues are just a short drive away. Many residents commute to Chicago or 
nearby industrial areas in Northwest Indiana for work, making the community's location along 
major highways particularly valuable. The recreational amenities include numerous parks, 
walking trails, and community sports programs. While St. John doesn't have the immediate 
urban amenities of Chicago, most residents find that trade-off worthwhile for the increased home 
size, yard space, and overall affordability that makes homeownership more accessible. 

 

Moving Tips for St. John 
 

1.​ **Start toll road planning early**: Map your exact route and calculate toll costs in 
advance. Most moves use I-94 to I-80/94 for the fastest route, but having a GPS with 
real-time traffic can help you adapt if construction or accidents require detours. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with your HOA or property management**: Many of St. John's newer 
developments have homeowners associations with specific moving requirements, 
including designated moving hours, elevator reservations (for condos), or common area 
protection requirements. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utility transfers two weeks ahead**: Contact NIPSCO for gas and electric 
service, and coordinate water/sewer through the Town of St. John. Having utilities active 
before moving day makes the transition much smoother, especially during summer or 
winter months. 

 

1.​ **Time your move to avoid Chicago rush hour**: Even though St. John itself has minimal 
traffic, your moving truck will need to navigate Chicago or nearby congested areas. 
Professional movers typically schedule loads to avoid peak traffic times, reducing both 
time and stress. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for weather variables**: Summer heat and winter snow are both real factors in 
Northwest Indiana. Summer moves require extra hydration and early start times, while 



winter moves may need snow contingency plans. 

 

1.​ **Downsize before moving cross-state**: Moving costs increase with volume, especially 
on longer-distance moves. St. John homes typically offer more space than Chicago 
apartments, but moving only what you truly need keeps costs manageable. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you arrive in St. John, your first priorities should include registering vehicles with the 
Indiana BMV (you have 60 days), obtaining an Indiana driver's license, and registering children 
for school if applicable. Connect with the Town of St. John's website for information on trash 
collection schedules, community events, and local services. Many neighborhoods have active 
Facebook groups or community associations that can help you connect with neighbors and get 
recommendations for local services like doctors, dentists, and contractors. Don't hesitate to 
explore the local parks and recreation programs—they're excellent ways to meet other families 
and get oriented to your new community quickly. 

 

FAQs About Moving to St. John 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to St. John? 

A: Moving costs typically range from $800-2,500 depending on home size and services 
needed. A one-bedroom apartment might cost $800-1,200, while a three-bedroom home 
averages $1,500-2,500. Distance (about 35-40 miles), toll costs, and whether you need 
packing services all affect the final price. 

 

Q: Do I need parking permits or special permission to move in St. John? 

A: St. John doesn't require municipal moving permits, but many newer subdivisions and 
HOA-managed communities have specific requirements. Check with your HOA about 
designated moving hours (often restricted to weekdays) and any common area 
protection requirements. Street parking is generally available, but confirm access for 
large moving trucks. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to St. John? 

A: Late spring (May-early June) and early fall (September) offer ideal weather and better 
availability than peak summer months. If you have school-age children, aim for July or 
early August to settle before school starts. Avoid December through February when 
weather can complicate cross-state moves. 

 

Q: What challenges should I expect when moving from Chicago to St. John? 

A: The main challenges are timing around Chicago traffic, navigating toll roads with a 
moving truck, and adjusting to cross-state logistics like updating your driver's license 
and vehicle registration. Professional movers familiar with the Chicago-to-Indiana route 



handle the logistics, while you focus on administrative tasks like establishing Indiana 
residency. 

 

Q: Why are so many Chicago families moving to St. John? 

A: St. John offers significantly lower property taxes and housing costs compared to 
Chicago suburbs, excellent schools through Lake Central School Corporation, more 
space (both home size and yards), and safe neighborhoods. The one-hour commute to 
Chicago is manageable for many professionals who value the lifestyle trade-offs. 

 

Q: How long does a move from Chicago to St. John actually take? 

A: Most moves take 4-8 hours total, depending on home size and traffic conditions. The 
drive itself is only 35-45 minutes under normal conditions, but loading, transport, and 
unloading time adds up. Professional movers typically complete a two-bedroom move in 
5-6 hours, while larger homes may take a full day. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: St. John Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our St. John moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Dyer 

• Moving to Griffith 

• Moving to Cedar Lake 

• Moving to Lowell 
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• Moving to Hobart 

 

• Moving to Hobart 
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