
Your Complete Guide to Moving to River Forest, IL 
 

Welcome to River Forest 
 

River Forest stands as one of Chicago's most desirable inner-ring suburbs, offering an 
exceptional blend of small-town charm and big-city accessibility. Located just 10 miles west of 
downtown Chicago, this upscale village of approximately 11,000 residents is known for its 
tree-lined streets, stunning architecture (including several Frank Lloyd Wright homes), and 
strong sense of community. The village maintains a distinct character with its historic homes, 
well-maintained parks, and walkable downtown area along Lake Street. Families are drawn here 
for the excellent schools, safe neighborhoods, and the perfect balance between suburban 
tranquility and urban convenience. 

 

What truly sets River Forest apart is its architectural heritage and community culture. The village 
features an impressive collection of Prairie Style and Victorian homes, alongside well-preserved 
mid-century properties that give each neighborhood its unique personality. The community takes 
pride in preserving its historic character while maintaining modern amenities. With access to 
top-rated schools, the Oak Park Conservatory nearby, and a thriving local business district, 
River Forest offers the refined suburban lifestyle that professionals and families seek without 
sacrificing proximity to Chicago's cultural attractions and employment centers. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to River Forest strategically can make the entire process smoother and more 
cost-effective. June through August represents peak moving season in River Forest, as families 
typically coordinate relocations with the school calendar to minimize disruption for children. If 
you're planning a summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential to secure your 
preferred moving date, as demand is highest during these months. However, fall and spring 
offer excellent alternatives with better availability, often more flexible scheduling, and less 
competition for moving dates. These shoulder seasons can also provide more favorable 
weather conditions than the extreme heat of summer or winter challenges. 

 

Understanding River Forest's layout and logistics is crucial for a successful move. The village's 
tree-lined streets and established neighborhoods mean you'll likely encounter mature 
landscaping and well-spaced homes with adequate driveway access. Most properties feature 
driveways and garage access, which simplifies the furniture loading process compared to tight 
city spaces. Experienced River Forest movers handle these logistics daily and understand how 
to navigate the village's residential streets efficiently. Consider that many River Forest homes 
include basements and multiple levels, requiring professional expertise for safely moving heavy 
furniture up and down staircases. Traffic timing matters too—coordinating your move to avoid 
morning and evening rush hours on nearby major routes ensures your moving truck can 
navigate efficiently. 
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Living Here 
 

River Forest's commuter-friendly location makes it particularly appealing to Chicago 
professionals seeking suburban living without sacrificing career accessibility. The village offers 
multiple commuting options, including the I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway) for drivers and two 
Metra Union Pacific West Line stations (River Forest and Keystone) providing convenient rail 
service to downtown Chicago. The commute typically takes 25-30 minutes by train, making it 
feasible to work downtown while enjoying suburban home life. This connectivity extends to local 
amenities as well—residents enjoy easy access to Oak Park's vibrant restaurant scene, 
shopping districts, and cultural attractions while maintaining River Forest's quieter, more 
residential atmosphere. 

 

Family life thrives in River Forest, largely due to the community's commitment to education and 
recreation. The village is served by River Forest School District 90 for elementary and middle 
school students, with high school students attending Oak Park and River Forest High School, 
consistently ranked among Illinois's top public high schools. Many families specifically time their 
moves around the school calendar, and the community's family-oriented culture is evident in its 
parks, programs, and neighborhood events. Housing options primarily include single-family 
homes ranging from historic estates to well-maintained mid-century properties, along with some 
townhomes and condominiums. The village's architectural review process helps maintain 
property values and neighborhood character, making it a solid long-term investment for 
homeowners. 

 

Moving Tips for River Forest 
 

1.​ **Reserve your moving date early**: Contact movers 3-4 weeks ahead during summer 
months (June-August) when family moves peak. Spring and fall offer more flexibility with 
2-3 weeks' notice typically sufficient. 

 

1.​ **Check village parking regulations**: While most River Forest homes have driveway 
access, if your move requires street parking for the moving truck, verify that you won't be 
blocking narrow residential streets. The village has parking regulations that movers 
should be aware of. 

 

1.​ **Plan for multi-level homes**: Most River Forest properties include basements, second 
floors, or both. Discuss staircase dimensions and any tight turns with your moving 
company beforehand to ensure proper equipment and crew size. 

 

1.​ **Protect mature landscaping**: River Forest's established trees and landscaping are 
part of its charm. Ensure your moving company plans furniture paths that avoid 
damaging shrubs, flower beds, or low-hanging branches along walkways. 

 

1.​ **Consider garage clearance**: If you're moving large furniture, measure garage door 
heights and widths beforehand. Some older River Forest homes have smaller garage 



openings that may require using the front door instead. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utilities in advance**: Contact ComEd, Nicor Gas, and local internet 
providers 1-2 weeks before your move date. Services can sometimes require 
scheduling, especially during peak moving season. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, taking a few key steps will help you feel at home in River Forest quickly. 
Register for village services and familiarize yourself with the River Forest Community Center, 
which offers recreational programs for all ages. Obtain your village vehicle sticker (required for 
street parking), register to vote, and update your driver's license at the nearest Illinois Secretary 
of State facility. Connect with neighbors and explore the local downtown area along Lake Street, 
where you'll find essential services, restaurants, and shops. The River Forest Public Library 
serves as an excellent community hub and resource for newcomers. If you have children, 
contact River Forest School District 90 to complete enrollment paperwork and arrange school 
tours. Many residents also recommend joining local community groups or the River Forest 
Township for additional resources and to build connections within this welcoming community. 

 

FAQs About Moving to River Forest 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in River Forest? 

 

A: Moving costs in River Forest typically range from $400-900 for local moves within the 
Chicago suburbs, depending on home size and distance. A 2-3 bedroom home usually 
requires 3-4 movers and takes 4-6 hours. Larger homes with basements and multiple 
levels may cost $1,000-1,500. Summer moves (June-August) may have premium pricing 
due to high demand during the school transition period. 

 

Q: Do I need a moving permit in River Forest? 

 

A: River Forest generally doesn't require specific moving permits for residential moves, 
unlike some Chicago neighborhoods. However, if your moving truck will occupy street 
space or potentially block traffic on narrow residential streets, it's courteous to inform 
neighbors. Most River Forest homes have driveway access, making street permits 
unnecessary. Check with your homeowners association if you're in a condo or townhome 
community for any specific requirements. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to River Forest? 

 

A: The best time depends on your priorities. June-August is ideal for families with 
school-age children to align with the school calendar, but you'll need to book movers 3-4 



weeks ahead due to high demand. September-October and April-May offer excellent 
alternatives with better mover availability, pleasant weather, and less competition. Avoid 
winter months (December-February) when weather can complicate moves with ice and 
snow. 

 

Q: What are the biggest challenges when moving to River Forest? 

 

A: The main challenges include navigating multi-level homes with basements and 
staircases, protecting mature landscaping during furniture transport, and dealing with 
summer moving competition. Some older River Forest homes have narrow doorways or 
tight staircase turns requiring professional expertise. Coordinating your move around 
Chicago-bound traffic on I-290 and local commuter patterns helps avoid delays. Planning 
ahead for these specific factors ensures a smoother relocation. 

 

Q: Why do families choose River Forest over other Chicago suburbs? 

 

A: Families prioritize River Forest for its excellent schools (including Oak Park and River 
Forest High School), safe neighborhoods, and architectural character. The village offers a 
small-town feel with tree-lined streets and historic homes while providing 25-30 minute 
train access to downtown Chicago. The strong sense of community, walkable downtown, 
and proximity to Oak Park's amenities create an ideal environment for raising children 
while maintaining career connections to the city. 

 

Q: How far in advance should I book movers in River Forest? 

 

A: Book 3-4 weeks ahead for summer moves (June-August) when families relocate 
around school schedules—this is River Forest's busiest moving season. For spring and 
fall moves, 2-3 weeks' notice typically provides good availability and scheduling 
flexibility. Last-minute moves are sometimes possible during off-peak months 
(September-May), but advance booking ensures you get your preferred date and 
adequate crew size for your home's specific requirements. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc


 

➤ Get a Free Quote: River Forest Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our River Forest moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Franklin Park 

• Moving to Berkeley 

• Moving to Forest Park 

• Moving to Justice 

• Moving to Hickory Hills 

 

• Moving to Hickory Hills 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/river-forest-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555359116394496
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555359116394496
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1-T8syQDg0FUiT_d8vmabH10T26-5jtpmSkplrs1ZnbI
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1-V_AMm1J29paCdI2NBYcPAzS-da_eu2GCYgLJTa3y_o
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1d1_55R3ErjTnU3q1hjaBtrDlgZLl2qgLOAQ2RUvasPs
https://docs.google.com/open?id=13n_kcOKSOX3t7hMsnfeUlx5sLgk1lAL0bXR6jL0Tkqk
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1nSI0IPC45no7zpkujAaP9ZFddi2ChdCsdeFho8FV1S0
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1nSI0IPC45no7zpkujAaP9ZFddi2ChdCsdeFho8FV1S0

	Your Complete Guide to Moving to River Forest, IL 
	Welcome to River Forest 
	Planning Your Move 
	Living Here 
	Moving Tips for River Forest 
	Getting Settled 
	FAQs About Moving to River Forest 
	About Affordable City Movers 
	Stay Updated on Tumblr 
	Explore More Moving Guides 



