
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Ravenswood, 
Chicago 
 

Welcome to Ravenswood 
 

Ravenswood stands out as one of Chicago's most charming North Side neighborhoods, offering 
residents a perfect blend of urban convenience and community warmth. Located along the 
Brown Line corridor with easy Metra access, this residential area has cultivated a distinct 
identity that sets it apart from its neighbors. Tree-lined streets feature a beautiful mix of 
architectural styles, from classic Chicago walk-ups to modern condos, while local breweries, 
independent shops, and family-owned restaurants create a welcoming small-town atmosphere 
within the big city. 

 

What makes Ravenswood truly special is its strong sense of community and local character. 
The neighborhood attracts young professionals, families, and long-time Chicagoans who 
appreciate authentic neighborhood living without sacrificing city amenities. With the vibrant 
Lincoln Square just to the north and easy transit connections throughout Chicago, Ravenswood 
offers the best of both worlds—a tight-knit residential feel during your daily life and quick access 
to everything Chicago has to offer when you want it. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your Ravenswood move strategically can save you both money and stress. Late fall 
through early spring typically offers the best availability for moving services and apartment 
rentals, with more flexible scheduling and competitive rates. Summer months from May through 
September represent peak moving season in Chicago, bringing higher demand and premium 
pricing. If you're planning a summer move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to 
secure your preferred time slot. Experienced Ravenswood movers handle these logistics daily 
and can help you navigate the neighborhood's specific requirements regardless of when you 
schedule your relocation. 

 

The logistics of moving in Ravenswood require some advance preparation, particularly 
regarding parking and permits. Most residential streets in this Zone 2 parking area require 
temporary moving truck permits, which you'll need to request at least 10 business days before 
your move through the City of Chicago 311 system. Parking enforcement is active and 
consistent here, so proper permits aren't optional—they're essential for avoiding tickets and 
ensuring your moving truck can park legally near your building. The neighborhood's mix of 
building types means your specific logistics will vary: vintage walk-ups may involve navigating 
narrow staircases, while newer buildings might require elevator reservations and coordination 
with property management. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/ravenswood-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/ravenswood-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/ravenswood-movers


Living Here 
 

Daily life in Ravenswood revolves around its strong local character and excellent connectivity to 
the rest of Chicago. The Brown Line runs through the heart of the neighborhood, with Metra 
UP-N service providing another transit option for commuters heading downtown or to the 
northern suburbs. This public transit access makes Ravenswood particularly appealing for 
residents who want to minimize car dependency while maintaining easy mobility throughout the 
city. The average rent of around $1,600 reflects good value for a North Side neighborhood with 
these amenities and community features. 

 

The neighborhood's building stock offers variety for different lifestyles and preferences. You'll 
find classic Chicago walk-up apartments with vintage charm, featuring high ceilings and original 
woodwork that give units character and personality. Newer construction has added modern 
amenities like in-unit laundry and central air to the neighborhood's housing mix. Most buildings 
fall somewhere in the middle—well-maintained mid-century structures that balance character 
with functionality. Beyond housing, Ravenswood's local brewery scene has become a 
neighborhood hallmark, with tap rooms serving as community gathering spaces. Independent 
coffee shops, small-scale restaurants, and local retailers line the commercial corridors, creating 
the kind of neighborhood where you recognize familiar faces and build genuine connections with 
local business owners. 

 

Moving Tips 
 

1.​ **Request parking permits early**: Submit your temporary moving truck permit 
application through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move date to 
avoid last-minute complications and ensure proper street parking. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with building management**: If you're moving into a condo or apartment 
building with elevators, reserve elevator access and review any specific moving 
requirements or restricted hours at least one week in advance. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for stairs**: Many Ravenswood buildings are walk-ups without elevators. Take 
inventory of large furniture pieces beforehand and measure doorways and stairwell 
clearances to avoid moving-day surprises. 

 

1.​ **Plan for Zone 2 parking**: If you're bringing a car, familiarize yourself with residential 
parking permit requirements. Zone 2 permits are necessary for overnight street parking 
in most areas of Ravenswood. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utilities in advance**: Contact ComEd, Peoples Gas, and other utility 
providers 1-2 weeks before your move to ensure services are active when you arrive, 
particularly important during Chicago's extreme weather seasons. 

 

1.​ **Consider alley access**: Many Ravenswood buildings have alley access that can 



simplify moving logistics. Check if your building allows loading and unloading from the 
rear, which may be easier than front-street access. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've unpacked the essentials, take time to explore your new neighborhood on foot. Start 
by locating your nearest Brown Line station and mapping your commute route. Visit local 
businesses along Ravenswood Avenue and Lincoln Avenue to find your new favorite coffee 
shop, grocery store, and restaurants—many owners live in the neighborhood themselves and 
can offer insider tips. Register for a residential parking permit if needed through the City Clerk's 
website, and sign up for neighborhood updates through the Ravenswood Community Council to 
stay informed about local events and initiatives. Taking these first steps will help you quickly feel 
at home in your new community. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Ravenswood 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Ravenswood? 

 

A: Moving costs in Ravenswood typically range from $300-800 for local moves, 
depending on apartment size and building type. Walk-up apartments without elevators 
may cost more due to additional labor. Summer months command premium rates, while 
off-season moves (October-April) often offer better value. Request quotes from several 
companies and ask specifically about their experience with Ravenswood's building 
types. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits to move in Ravenswood? 

 

A: Yes, most residential streets in Ravenswood require temporary moving truck parking 
permits. You must apply through the City of Chicago 311 system at least 10 business 
days before your move. The permits allow your moving truck to park legally in Zone 2 
residential parking areas. Without proper permits, parking enforcement will ticket 
vehicles, potentially disrupting your entire moving day. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Ravenswood? 

 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best combination of moving company 
availability and competitive pricing. Summer months (May-September) are peak moving 
season with higher rates and limited availability. If you must move during summer, book 
3-4 weeks ahead. Weather-wise, avoid mid-winter (January-February) when snow and ice 
can complicate moves in walk-up buildings. 

 



Q: What challenges should I expect when moving in Ravenswood? 

 

A: The primary challenges involve parking logistics and building access. Many vintage 
walk-ups lack elevators, requiring careful planning for large furniture. Narrow hallways 
and staircases are common in older buildings. Street parking is typically tight, making 
advance permit acquisition essential. Alley access varies by building, so confirm loading 
zones beforehand. Most challenges are easily managed with proper preparation. 

 

Q: Why do people choose to live in Ravenswood? 

 

A: Ravenswood attracts residents seeking authentic neighborhood character with strong 
community connections. The area offers excellent public transit access via Brown Line 
and Metra while maintaining a residential, almost small-town atmosphere. Local 
breweries, independent businesses, and tree-lined streets create genuine neighborhood 
identity. Compared to trendier areas, Ravenswood provides better rental value while still 
offering easy access to downtown and other Chicago neighborhoods. 

 

Q: Is parking difficult in Ravenswood? 

 

A: Street parking in Ravenswood requires Zone 2 residential permits for overnight 
parking. While not as competitive as downtown areas, parking can be tight on narrow 
residential streets, especially near transit stops. Many vintage buildings lack dedicated 
parking, though some newer constructions include garage spaces. If you own a car, 
factor in the annual residential permit fee and expect to sometimes park a block or two 
from your building during peak evening hours. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Ravenswood Movers 

 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/ravenswood-movers


Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Ravenswood moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Rogers Park 

• Moving to Edgewater 

• Moving to Lincoln Square 

• Moving to North Center 

• Moving to Roscoe Village 

 

• Moving to Roscoe Village 

https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806554987550392320
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806554987550392320
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https://docs.google.com/open?id=10ykK8cweC-3157Y1LOuqX7SENoAQW7lF1MBsjcXdsFA
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1vaTQ5sbxlfTc3EO2-thThl5QRS1y3vMzi5eo_-izNw8
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1tBXotYlbPiGXejlBCyUhGtorjQkSpSVf0QXHeBMH_6A
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