
Moving Guide for Printer's Row, Chicago 
 

Welcome to Printer's Row 
 

Printer's Row stands as one of Chicago's most distinctive neighborhoods, where literary history 
meets modern urban living in the heart of the South Loop. This compact district, roughly 
bounded by Congress Parkway to the north and Polk Street to the south, takes its name from 
the printing and publishing industry that thrived here in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Today, those historic printing houses and warehouses have been transformed into stunning 
residential lofts and apartments, preserving the architectural character while creating unique 
living spaces with exposed brick, timber beams, and oversized windows that flood homes with 
natural light. 

 

What makes Printer's Row truly special is its combination of historic charm and contemporary 
convenience. The neighborhood maintains a strong connection to its literary past through the 
annual Printer's Row Lit Fest, one of the largest outdoor literary events in the Midwest, while 
offering residents modern amenities and easy access to downtown Chicago. The tree-lined 
streets create an intimate, village-like atmosphere that feels worlds away from the bustle of the 
Loop, despite being just blocks away. Residents appreciate the walkable nature of the 
neighborhood, the architectural beauty of the historic buildings, and the strong sense of 
community that develops among neighbors in the converted loft spaces. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Printer's Row strategically can make a significant difference in both 
availability and stress levels. Late fall through early spring typically offers better availability and 
more flexible scheduling options, as this period falls outside the peak moving season. Summer 
months from May through September see the highest demand for movers in Chicago, with 
many leases turning over and families relocating before the school year. To secure your 
preferred moving date and ensure the smoothest experience, book your move 3-4 weeks in 
advance, particularly if you're planning a summer relocation. Experienced Printer's Row movers 
handle these logistics daily and can help you navigate the neighborhood's unique requirements. 

 

The logistics of moving in Printer's Row require careful attention to permits and building-specific 
requirements. Temporary moving truck parking permits are essential for most residential streets 
in this Zone 4 parking area, and parking enforcement is active throughout the neighborhood. 
You'll need to request permits at least 10 business days in advance through the City of Chicago 
311 system—either online, by phone, or through the CHI311 app. Don't underestimate this step; 
proper permits prevent delays, tickets, and the frustration of not having legal truck parking on 
moving day. Additionally, check with your building management about any specific requirements 
such as elevator reservations, move-in hours, or building protection materials that might be 
required. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/printers-row-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/printers-row-movers


Living Here 
 

Daily life in Printer's Row offers an appealing blend of historic character and urban convenience, 
with the neighborhood's converted lofts and vintage buildings creating distinctive living spaces. 
The housing stock ranges from classic walk-up apartments in historic brownstones to modern 
high-rises with full amenities, though the area is best known for its converted warehouse lofts 
with their soaring ceilings, original woodwork, and industrial charm. Many buildings date back 
over a century, which means you might encounter narrow hallways, older elevators, or multiple 
flights of stairs—considerations that matter on moving day but become part of the 
neighborhood's authentic character. The architectural preservation efforts here have maintained 
the historic streetscape while ensuring buildings meet modern living standards. 

 

The neighborhood's location provides excellent access to Chicago's transit system, with both 
Red and Blue Line stations within easy walking distance, making commutes throughout the city 
straightforward. Dearborn Street serves as the neighborhood's main commercial corridor, lined 
with restaurants, cafes, and shops that cater to local residents. You'll find everything from casual 
coffee shops perfect for remote work to upscale dining options for special occasions. The South 
Loop's amenities are equally accessible, including Columbia College's cultural offerings, Grant 
Park just to the east, and the Museum Campus within walking distance. Average rent in Printer's 
Row hovers around $2,100, reflecting the neighborhood's desirable location and unique housing 
stock, though prices vary significantly based on unit size, building amenities, and specific 
location within the district. 

 

Moving Tips for Printer's Row 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits early**: Submit your temporary moving truck parking permit 
request at least 10 business days before your move date through Chicago 311. The 
process takes time, and without proper permits, your moving truck may face tickets or 
towing in this actively enforced Zone 4 area. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with building management**: Contact your building at least two weeks 
before moving day to reserve elevator time, confirm loading dock access if available, and 
understand any specific requirements like certificate of insurance, building protection 
materials, or restricted moving hours. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for stairs and tight spaces**: Many Printer's Row buildings feature narrow 
hallways, historic staircases, and vintage elevators with weight restrictions. Create a 
detailed inventory and identify which furniture pieces might require disassembly or 
special handling in advance. 

 

1.​ **Plan for limited street parking**: Street parking is scarce in Printer's Row, especially on 
weekends when nearby attractions draw visitors. Arrange for friends or family helping 
with the move to use transit or arrange alternative parking ahead of time. 

 



1.​ **Time your move strategically**: Avoid moving during major neighborhood events like 
the Printer's Row Lit Fest in June, when street closures and crowds can complicate 
logistics significantly. 

 

1.​ **Protect your belongings from weather**: Chicago weather can be unpredictable 
throughout the year. Have protective materials ready for rain or snow, and consider 
temperature-sensitive items when moving during extreme heat or cold. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved into your Printer's Row home, take time to explore the neighborhood on foot 
to discover your new local favorites. Register for a residential parking permit through the City 
Clerk's office if you own a vehicle, and familiarize yourself with the Zone 4 parking regulations to 
avoid tickets. Connect with essential services like the South Loop's Jewel-Osco for groceries, 
identify your nearest CTA stations for your commute, and locate the Harold Washington Library 
Center just blocks away. Join neighborhood social media groups or attend local events to meet 
your neighbors—the Printer's Row community is known for being welcoming and engaged. Mark 
your calendar for the annual Printer's Row Lit Fest to experience one of the neighborhood's 
defining cultural events, and take advantage of the area's proximity to Grant Park, the lakefront, 
and all that downtown Chicago offers. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Printer's Row 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Printer's Row? 

A: Moving costs in Printer's Row typically range from $400-800 for local moves within 
Chicago, depending on the size of your home and specific building requirements. 
Historic loft buildings with stairs or older elevators may require additional time. Factors 
affecting cost include the number of movers needed, total hours, and whether you need 
specialized services like furniture disassembly or packing assistance. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Printer's Row? 

A: Yes, you'll need a temporary moving truck parking permit for residential streets in 
Printer's Row, which is located in Zone 4 with active parking enforcement. Submit your 
permit request through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move date. 
Without proper permits, moving trucks risk tickets or towing, which can significantly 
delay and complicate your moving day. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Printer's Row? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best availability and scheduling flexibility for 
Printer's Row moves. Summer months (May-September) represent peak moving season 
with higher demand, so book 3-4 weeks in advance if you must move during this period. 
Avoid moving during the Printer's Row Lit Fest in June when street closures and crowds 
create additional challenges. 



 

Q: What moving challenges are unique to Printer's Row buildings? 

A: Printer's Row's historic converted lofts often feature narrow hallways, vintage freight 
elevators with weight restrictions, and multiple flights of stairs without modern elevators. 
Many buildings have specific move-in requirements including certificate of insurance, 
elevator reservations, and designated moving hours. The building's age and original 
industrial design can make maneuvering large furniture challenging, requiring 
experienced movers familiar with these historic structures. 

 

Q: Why do people choose to live in Printer's Row? 

A: Residents are drawn to Printer's Row for its unique loft living spaces in converted 
historic buildings, strong literary and cultural identity, and ideal location steps from 
downtown Chicago. The neighborhood offers a village-like community atmosphere 
despite its urban setting, with tree-lined streets, excellent transit access via Red and Blue 
Lines, and proximity to Grant Park and the lakefront. The architectural character and 
relatively affordable rents compared to nearby Gold Coast or River North add to the 
appeal. 

 

Q: What should I know about parking and transportation in Printer's Row? 

A: Printer's Row is a Zone 4 residential parking area where street parking requires proper 
permits, and availability is limited, especially during weekends and special events. 
However, the neighborhood's excellent CTA access via Red and Blue Line stations makes 
car ownership optional for many residents. Many buildings offer parking garages or 
leased spaces for an additional monthly fee, which is worth considering if you commute 
by car or prefer the convenience of guaranteed parking. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Printer's Row Movers 

 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/printers-row-movers


Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Printer's Row moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Little Italy 

• Moving to Greektown 

 

• Moving to Little Italy 

• Moving to Greektown 

https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555116141494272
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555116141494272
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1u2omHGkteCvWMsPmuk9z8hifODLCkGQ11YxSupHKsYA
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1rlFTmKdVZHwBZDuamOHK-Ry8waRKcqT7bsCaVCzW-B8
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1u2omHGkteCvWMsPmuk9z8hifODLCkGQ11YxSupHKsYA
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1rlFTmKdVZHwBZDuamOHK-Ry8waRKcqT7bsCaVCzW-B8
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