
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Ogden Dunes 
 

Welcome to Ogden Dunes 
 

Nestled along the southern shore of Lake Michigan, Ogden Dunes offers something increasingly 
rare in the Chicago metropolitan area: a true small-town lakefront community with direct access 
to pristine Indiana Dunes. This tight-knit Porter County town of fewer than 1,200 residents sits 
approximately an hour from downtown Chicago, making it an attractive option for families and 
professionals seeking more space, lower costs, and a slower pace of life without completely 
leaving the Chicago orbit. The town's defining feature is its unique location between the 
industrialized parts of Northwest Indiana and the protected natural beauty of the Indiana Dunes 
National Park. 

 

What sets Ogden Dunes apart from other Northwest Indiana communities is its deliberately 
preserved natural character. Unlike many lakefront areas that have been heavily developed, 
Ogden Dunes maintains significant green space, wooded lots, and direct dunes access for 
residents. The community was founded in the 1920s as a planned residential development 
emphasizing harmony with nature, and that philosophy continues today. Residents enjoy private 
beach access, extensive hiking trails, and a genuine four-season lakefront lifestyle—all while 
maintaining easy access to Chicago's employment opportunities and urban amenities when 
desired. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Ogden Dunes strategically can make the entire process smoother and 
more cost-effective. Summer months are the most popular for family relocations, particularly 
June through early August, as families aim to get settled before the school year begins. If you're 
moving during this peak season, booking your move 3-4 weeks in advance is essential to 
secure your preferred date. However, fall and spring offer excellent alternatives with better 
availability, less competition for moving dates, and often more flexible scheduling. Cross-state 
moves between Illinois and Indiana require extra planning time compared to local moves, so 
experienced Ogden Dunes movers handle these logistics daily and can help coordinate timing 
that works with your schedule. 

 

The logistics of moving between Chicago and Ogden Dunes involve more than just distance. 
Most moves utilize I-94 to I-80/94 East (the Indiana Toll Road), which includes several tolls: the 
Chicago Skyway ($6.00) and the Indiana Toll Road ($4-8 depending on your exit). Professional 
moving companies factor these costs into estimates upfront, but it's important to understand that 
cross-state moves also involve coordinating different state regulations, potential parking permits 
at both locations, and strategic timing to avoid Chicago's notorious rush hour congestion. The 
best moving times are mid-morning to early afternoon on weekdays, after Chicago's morning 
rush clears but before the evening commute begins. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/ogden-dunes-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/ogden-dunes-movers


Living Here 
 

Life in Ogden Dunes represents a significant lifestyle shift from Chicago, particularly for families. 
The town is served by Porter County school districts, which many relocating families cite as a 
primary motivation for their move—smaller class sizes, excellent student-to-teacher ratios, and a 
strong community focus on education. The pace of daily life slows considerably here; you'll 
trade Chicago's density and walkability for larger lots, more parking, and a car-dependent 
lifestyle. However, you gain space both indoors and out, with typical homes offering substantially 
more square footage and yard space than comparable Chicago properties at a fraction of the 
cost. 

 

Day-to-day amenities require a different approach than city living. Ogden Dunes itself is 
primarily residential with limited commercial development, so most shopping, dining, and 
services are accessed in nearby Portage, Chesterton, or Valparaiso, all within a 10-15 minute 
drive. The tradeoff comes in recreational opportunities: residents enjoy direct access to Lake 
Michigan beaches, the Indiana Dunes National Park trail system, and a genuine connection to 
nature that's impossible to replicate in urban settings. The community maintains its own beach 
and ski hill, and the tight-knit nature of the town means neighbors actually know each other. For 
those still commuting to Chicago, the South Shore Line train station in nearby Dune Park 
provides an alternative to driving, though most residents find having a car essential. 

 

Moving Tips 
 

1.​ **Book early for summer moves**: If relocating between June and August, reserve your 
moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to ensure availability during this peak family moving 
season. 

 

1.​ **Plan for tolls and timing**: Budget approximately $10-15 in toll costs per vehicle and 
schedule your move to avoid Chicago rush hours (before 9 AM or after 3 PM for best 
results). 

 

1.​ **Verify parking access**: While Ogden Dunes streets are generally more accessible 
than Chicago, confirm that your moving truck can access your specific property, 
especially if you have a narrow driveway or wooded lot with low-hanging branches. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate utilities in advance**: Because this is a smaller community, utility 
connections may require more lead time than in Chicago. Contact providers at least two 
weeks before your move date. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for the lifestyle shift**: If moving from Chicago, ensure you have reliable 
vehicles ready, as you'll be driving significantly more for daily errands and activities. 

 

1.​ **Check homeowners association rules**: Some Ogden Dunes neighborhoods have 
specific regulations about moving truck access, parking, and move-in hours—verify 



these requirements before moving day. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you arrive in Ogden Dunes, your first priorities should include registering vehicles with the 
Indiana BMV (you have 60 days after establishing residency), connecting with the town hall to 
understand local services and beach access privileges, and enrolling children in school if 
applicable. Take time to explore the dunes trail system and locate your nearest beach access 
points—these natural amenities are the primary reason most people choose Ogden Dunes. 
Connect with neighbors early; the small community size means local knowledge is invaluable for 
finding the best service providers, understanding seasonal lake conditions, and integrating into 
town life. Join the Ogden Dunes Community Facebook groups or attend town events to build 
connections quickly. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Ogden Dunes 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Ogden Dunes? 

 

A: Cross-state moves from Chicago to Ogden Dunes typically range from $800-2,500 
depending on home size and belongings volume. A one-bedroom apartment averages 
$800-1,200, while a three-bedroom home runs $1,500-2,500. These estimates include 
labor, truck, tolls, and insurance. The approximately 50-mile distance and cross-state 
nature affects pricing more than the actual mileage alone. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits to move in Ogden Dunes? 

 

A: Ogden Dunes generally doesn't require special moving permits for residential moves, 
unlike many Chicago neighborhoods. However, you should verify with your specific 
homeowners association if applicable, as some neighborhoods have rules about moving 
truck access hours or parking locations. The town's residential streets are typically more 
accommodating than Chicago's narrow city streets. 

 

Q: When is the best time of year to move to Ogden Dunes? 

 

A: Late spring (May) and early fall (September-October) offer the best combination of 
weather, moving company availability, and avoiding peak season premiums. Summer 
months are popular but require booking 3-4 weeks ahead. Winter moves are possible but 
Lake Michigan weather can create unpredictable conditions. Families with school-age 
children typically prioritize summer moves despite higher demand. 

 

Q: What are the biggest challenges moving from Chicago to Ogden Dunes? 



 

A: The lifestyle adjustment is often more challenging than the physical move itself. You'll 
transition from walkable urban living to car-dependent suburban life, from immediate 
access to amenities to 10-15 minute drives for shopping, and from anonymity to 
small-town life where neighbors know each other. The commute to Chicago becomes 
significant if you're still working in the city, though the South Shore Line provides an 
alternative. 

 

Q: Why are people moving from Chicago to Ogden Dunes? 

 

A: Housing affordability is the primary driver—you'll get significantly more space for less 
money than comparable Chicago properties. Families cite excellent schools with smaller 
class sizes, direct Lake Michigan and dunes access, lower property taxes, and a safer, 
slower-paced environment for raising children. Remote workers appreciate the Chicago 
proximity without daily commute requirements. 

 

Q: Can moving trucks easily access Ogden Dunes properties? 

 

A: Most Ogden Dunes properties are more accessible than typical Chicago locations, 
with wider streets and driveway parking. However, some wooded lots have narrow 
driveways or low-hanging branches that require attention. The town's layout is less 
dense than Chicago, giving moving trucks more maneuvering room. Discuss your 
specific property layout with your moving company during the estimate to identify any 
potential access issues. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Ogden Dunes Movers 

 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/ogden-dunes-movers


Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Ogden Dunes moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Burns Harbor 

• Moving to Chesterton 

• Moving to Porter 

• Moving to Beverly Shores 

• Moving to Kouts 

 

• Moving to Kouts 

https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555430832734208
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555430832734208
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1eAb6Li1aVd1SACl36ORK8QIU0Jmd75ZCDf3MN5Kgji0
https://docs.google.com/open?id=15HQujBKQYC9HkLX0zatDAT1COxbsRsBGyAuOwamLto0
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1ZQ4_UEOzbvGLiEQLGuLiH2gDUL6lgdZ-OA8ByZDI1-4
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1jFOr5hsXX7i1wSuwYsERXYPRvlLCmoktA57pC9F_W5s
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1wF4JqEF1WvrsOGgtHPeIYNdlpHxJN4reO_GrZzGi7UE
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1wF4JqEF1WvrsOGgtHPeIYNdlpHxJN4reO_GrZzGi7UE
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