
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Oak Park, Illinois 
 

Welcome to Oak Park 
 

Oak Park stands as one of Chicagoland's most distinguished suburbs, blending architectural 
heritage with progressive community values. Located just eight miles west of downtown 
Chicago, this historic village is world-renowned as the home of architect Frank Lloyd Wright, 
who designed 25 structures here. The tree-lined streets showcase an impressive collection of 
Victorian, Prairie School, and mid-century homes that give Oak Park its distinctive character. 
Beyond the architecture, you'll find a walkable downtown, farmers markets, independent shops, 
and a thriving arts scene that sets it apart from typical suburban communities. 

 

What truly makes Oak Park unique is its successful integration of urban sophistication with 
suburban comfort. The village maintains a diverse, engaged population that values education, 
culture, and community involvement. You'll discover excellent restaurants, multiple libraries, 
theater companies, and year-round cultural events. Families appreciate the strong school 
systems and abundant parks, while professionals value the easy commute to Chicago via CTA 
Green Line, Blue Line, and Metra trains. This combination of convenience, culture, and 
community makes Oak Park one of the most sought-after suburbs in the Chicago area. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Oak Park strategically can make the entire process smoother and more 
cost-effective. June through August represents peak moving season here, as families 
coordinate relocations with the school calendar to help children transition between academic 
years. If you're planning a summer move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to 
secure your preferred date, as demand is highest during this window. Fall and spring offer 
excellent alternatives with greater availability and less competition for weekend dates, plus 
milder weather that can make moving day more comfortable. Winter moves are possible but 
require extra planning around snow removal and potentially slippery conditions. 

 

Understanding Oak Park's layout helps ensure efficient moving logistics. Experienced Oak Park 
movers handle these logistics daily, navigating the village's mix of narrow historic streets and 
well-established neighborhoods. Most residential areas feature driveways and garage access, 
which simplifies furniture loading compared to downtown Chicago apartments. However, many 
homes have basements, multiple levels, and original staircases that require careful planning for 
large furniture pieces. The village's grid system and proximity to major highways (I-290 and 
I-90/94) makes access straightforward, though downtown areas near Lake Street and Marion 
Street can experience parking challenges. Professional movers familiar with Oak Park know 
which streets require permits and how to avoid rush hour congestion on main thoroughfares. 
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Living Here 
 

Daily life in Oak Park offers suburban tranquility without sacrificing urban amenities. The 
downtown area along Lake Street and Marion Street bustles with activity, featuring everything 
from farm-to-table restaurants to independent bookstores and boutiques. Residents embrace 
the walkable lifestyle—you can easily grab groceries at Pete's Fresh Market or Whole Foods, 
meet friends at local coffee shops, and enjoy the weekly farmers market from May through 
October. The Oak Park Conservatory provides year-round green space, while numerous parks 
offer playgrounds, tennis courts, and recreational programs. Cultural attractions include the 
Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio, Pleasant Home mansion, Ernest Hemingway Birthplace 
Museum, and various art galleries. 

 

The commute to Chicago ranks among Oak Park's biggest advantages for working 
professionals. Multiple CTA train lines (Green and Blue) plus Metra's Union Pacific West Line 
provide numerous public transportation options, with downtown Chicago accessible in 20-30 
minutes. For drivers, I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway) runs along Oak Park's southern border, 
connecting to I-90/94 and other major routes. The school districts serve families well, with Oak 
Park Elementary School District 97 and Oak Park and River Forest High School District 200 
offering strong academic programs that influence many families' decision to relocate here. This 
combination of excellent schools, diverse community, and convenient commuting options makes 
Oak Park particularly popular among families transitioning from city living who want suburban 
space without isolation. 

 

Moving Tips for Oak Park 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits early**: Contact the Oak Park Village Hall (123 Madison Street) 
at least one week before your move to obtain street parking permits if you'll need to 
reserve spaces. Many streets require permits for moving trucks and temporary parking 
restrictions. 

 

1.​ **Measure doorways and staircases**: Historic Oak Park homes often feature narrower 
staircases, original doorframes, and basement access that requires precise 
measurements for large furniture. Measure your biggest pieces against your new home's 
dimensions beforehand. 

 

1.​ **Plan around train schedules**: If moving near CTA or Metra lines, coordinate your truck 
arrival to avoid blocking streets during rush hours (7-9 AM and 4-7 PM). Traffic and 
parking become especially tight near train stations during peak times. 

 

1.​ **Protect historic features**: Many Oak Park homes contain original hardwood floors, 
built-in cabinetry, and architectural details. Use floor runners, corner guards, and 
padding to protect these irreplaceable features during your move. 

 

1.​ **Consider basement access**: Numerous homes have external basement entrances 



(bilco doors) that provide easier access for large items than interior stairs. Identify all 
entry points to determine the most efficient moving routes. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utility transfers in advance**: Contact ComEd for electricity, Nicor Gas for 
natural gas, and the Oak Park Water Department at least two weeks before moving. 
Internet and cable providers (Comcast, AT&T, RCN) should be scheduled 1-2 weeks 
ahead for installation. 

 

Getting Settled in Oak Park 
 

Once you've moved in, connect with your new community through local resources that help you 
feel at home quickly. Register at the Oak Park Public Library (multiple locations) for library 
cards, community event information, and meeting spaces. Visit the Oak Park Village Hall to 
establish residency, purchase vehicle stickers, and learn about garbage collection schedules 
and recycling programs. Join the Oak Park Area Association of Realtors' newcomer groups or 
neighborhood associations to meet neighbors and discover hidden gems. Download the Oak 
Park app for instant access to local news, event calendars, and village services. Most residents 
find that Oak Park's welcoming atmosphere makes settling in remarkably easy—don't hesitate 
to introduce yourself to neighbors and explore local shops and restaurants to quickly establish 
your favorite spots. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Oak Park 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Oak Park? 

 

A: Local moves within Oak Park or from Chicago typically cost $400-$1,200 depending on 
home size and distance. A two-bedroom apartment averages $600-$800, while larger 
single-family homes run $900-$1,500. Summer months (June-August) command premium 
rates due to high demand aligned with school schedules. Long-distance moves from out 
of state vary significantly based on mileage and volume. Most Oak Park moving 
companies offer free estimates with in-home or virtual assessments. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits to move in Oak Park? 

 

A: Yes, you may need temporary parking permits if your moving truck will occupy street 
parking or block traffic lanes. Contact Oak Park Village Hall at least one week before your 
move date to request permits. Some condo buildings and homeowner associations 
require elevator reservations or moving certificates. Historic district properties may have 
additional regulations for external modifications. Your moving company can often help 
coordinate permit requirements. 

 

Q: When is the best time of year to move to Oak Park? 



 

A: September through May offers the best combination of availability, competitive 
pricing, and comfortable weather. Summer (June-August) is peak season due to families 
coordinating with school calendars, requiring 3-4 weeks advance booking and higher 
rates. Spring and fall provide ideal conditions with moderate temperatures and flexible 
scheduling. Winter moves are feasible but require snow contingency planning and 
careful attention to icy walkways. 

 

Q: What makes moving to Oak Park different from other Chicago suburbs? 

 

A: Oak Park's historic architecture requires extra care with narrow staircases, original 
doorways, and preserved features. The village's walkable downtown and street parking 
can present access challenges compared to newer suburbs with wider streets. However, 
most homes have driveways and garage access, unlike city apartments. The proximity to 
Chicago via multiple train lines means many residents move here specifically for the 
urban-suburban balance, bringing different expectations than typical suburban 
relocations. 

 

Q: How do I handle parking on moving day in Oak Park? 

 

A: Reserve street parking through the Village Hall permit system one week in advance. 
Identify your home's driveway access and any alley entrance options that might provide 
easier loading access. If moving near downtown or train stations, avoid rush hour 
periods (7-9 AM, 4-7 PM) when parking becomes extremely limited. Many tree-lined 
streets have narrow clearances, so confirm your moving truck size will fit your specific 
block. Communicate with neighbors about temporary parking needs as a courtesy. 

 

Q: Why do so many people move to Oak Park from Chicago? 

 

A: Oak Park offers more living space, yards, and lower housing costs than comparable 
Chicago neighborhoods while maintaining urban amenities and culture. The 20-30 minute 
commute via multiple train lines keeps Chicago accessible for work and entertainment. 
Families particularly value the highly-rated schools, safe neighborhoods, and parks. The 
diverse, progressive community attracts residents who want suburban benefits without 
sacrificing the walkability, restaurants, and cultural sophistication they enjoyed in the 
city. The village's architectural significance and environmental initiatives also appeal to 
those seeking character and community engagement. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 



Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Oak Park Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Oak Park moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Vernon Hills 

• Moving to Libertyville 

• Moving to Elmhurst 

• Moving to Oak Brook 

• Moving to Downers Grove 

 

• Moving to Downers Grove 
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