
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Oak Forest, 
Illinois 
 

Welcome to Oak Forest 
 

Oak Forest is a welcoming South Suburban community that offers the perfect blend of 
residential tranquility and suburban convenience. Located approximately 25 miles south of 
downtown Chicago, this family-friendly village provides residents with a peaceful neighborhood 
atmosphere while maintaining easy access to the city's employment centers and cultural 
attractions. With its tree-lined streets, local shopping districts, and strong sense of community, 
Oak Forest has become an increasingly popular choice for families and professionals seeking 
an escape from urban density without sacrificing metropolitan proximity. 

 

What makes Oak Forest particularly appealing is its balanced suburban character. Unlike some 
bedroom communities that lack local amenities, Oak Forest features its own shopping centers, 
restaurants, parks, and recreational facilities, meaning residents don't need to travel far for 
everyday needs. The community takes pride in maintaining its parks and green spaces, hosting 
local events throughout the year, and fostering a neighborhood environment where families put 
down roots. This combination of self-sufficiency and accessibility makes Oak Forest an 
attractive destination for those relocating from Chicago proper or other suburban areas. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Oak Forest strategically can make the entire process smoother and 
potentially more affordable. June through August represents peak moving season in Oak Forest, 
as families with school-age children prefer to relocate when school is out of session. If you're 
planning a summer move, booking your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance is essential to 
secure your preferred date and crew. However, if your schedule allows flexibility, consider 
moving during the spring (April-May) or fall (September-October) when demand is lower, 
availability is better, and you'll face less competition for moving dates. Winter moves are 
possible but can be complicated by weather conditions that may affect scheduling. 

 

The logistics of moving in Oak Forest differ significantly from urban Chicago relocations. Most 
properties feature driveways and garage access, which simplifies the loading and unloading 
process compared to street parking situations common in the city. However, many Oak Forest 
homes include basements and multiple levels, requiring careful planning for furniture navigation 
and protection. Experienced Oak Forest movers handle these logistics daily and can efficiently 
coordinate basement moves, staircase navigation, and proper furniture protection. The 
suburban street layout generally provides easier access for moving trucks, though coordinating 
timing to avoid school bus routes and commuter traffic patterns helps ensure your move stays 
on schedule. 
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Living Here 
 

Oak Forest's location in the South Suburbs provides residents with convenient commuting 
options to Chicago and surrounding employment centers. The village is accessible via major 
highways, and Metra train service offers an alternative for those who prefer public transportation 
for their daily commute. This transportation infrastructure has made Oak Forest popular with 
professionals who work in the city but prefer suburban living for their families. The commute 
typically takes 40-60 minutes depending on your destination and chosen transportation method, 
a trade-off many residents gladly accept for the additional space and community atmosphere 
Oak Forest provides. 

 

The school districts serving Oak Forest are a primary consideration for families planning their 
move to the area. Many parents carefully time their relocations to align with the school calendar, 
either moving during summer break to allow children to start fresh in the fall, or planning ahead 
for mid-year transitions. Beyond schools, Oak Forest offers a variety of family-friendly amenities 
including community parks, recreational programs, local shopping centers, and dining options. 
The village maintains a suburban retail presence that handles most everyday needs, while 
Chicago's extensive shopping and entertainment options remain accessible for weekend 
excursions. Oak Forest's housing stock primarily consists of single-family homes, townhomes, 
and condominiums, offering options for various family sizes and budgets. The community's 
residential character, combined with its practical amenities and commuter accessibility, creates 
a balanced suburban lifestyle. 

 

Moving Tips for Oak Forest 
 

1.​ **Check driveway and street access:** While Oak Forest properties typically have 
driveways, measure your driveway width and note any low-hanging trees or tight turns 
that might affect moving truck positioning. 

 

1.​ **Plan for basement moves:** Many Oak Forest homes include finished or unfinished 
basements. Inventory what items need to go to or from the basement and discuss 
stairway dimensions with your moving crew beforehand. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with HOA if applicable:** Some Oak Forest townhome and condominium 
communities have homeowners associations with specific moving requirements, 
including elevator reservations, restricted moving hours, or door protection requirements. 

 

1.​ **Book early during summer months:** If moving between Memorial Day and Labor Day, 
secure your moving date as early as possible, ideally 4-6 weeks in advance, as this is 
peak season for family relocations. 

 

1.​ **Consider school bus routes:** On school days, some Oak Forest streets become 
congested with buses and parent drop-off traffic between 7-8 AM and 2:30-3:30 PM. 
Plan your moving truck arrival to avoid these windows when possible. 



 

1.​ **Prepare for multi-level homes:** Most Oak Forest residences are multi-story. Label 
boxes clearly by floor destination and consider creating a floor plan for movers to 
reference, which speeds up the unloading process. 

 

Getting Settled in Oak Forest 
 

Once you've completed your move, take time to familiarize yourself with your new community. 
Register your vehicles with the village if required, locate the nearest grocery stores and 
pharmacies, and introduce yourself to neighbors—Oak Forest maintains a friendly community 
atmosphere where residents often know each other. If you have children, connect with your 
school district administration well before the school year begins to complete enrollment 
paperwork and arrange any necessary transportation. Take advantage of Oak Forest's parks 
and recreational facilities to explore your new surroundings, and consider attending village 
events to meet other residents. Establishing relationships with local service providers, from 
dentists to automotive shops, helps you feel grounded in your new community. The village 
website offers resources for new residents including information about garbage collection 
schedules, utility providers, and community programs. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Oak Forest 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Oak Forest? 

 

A: Moving costs in Oak Forest typically range from $400-$800 for local moves within the 
South Suburbs, depending on home size and distance. A three-bedroom house generally 
requires 4-6 hours with a professional crew. Summer moves during peak season may 
have premium pricing, while spring and fall often offer better rates. 

 

Q: Do I need permits to park a moving truck in Oak Forest? 

 

A: Oak Forest generally doesn't require special permits for moving trucks in residential 
areas, which is an advantage of suburban moving. Most properties have driveway access 
that accommodates moving trucks. However, if you live in a townhome or condo 
community with an HOA, check whether you need to reserve loading areas or elevators 
in advance. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Oak Forest? 

 

A: Spring (April-May) and fall (September-October) offer the best balance of good 
weather and moving availability in Oak Forest. Summer is most popular with families due 
to school schedules but requires earlier booking. Winter moves are least expensive but 
weather can create scheduling uncertainties that may cause delays. 



 

Q: What makes moving in Oak Forest easier than moving in Chicago? 

 

A: Oak Forest's suburban layout offers significant advantages including driveway access 
at most properties, easier parking for moving trucks, wider streets, and no concerns 
about city parking restrictions or congested urban traffic. The main challenge is 
navigating multi-level homes and basements rather than the street access issues 
common in Chicago neighborhoods. 

 

Q: How far is Oak Forest from downtown Chicago for commuting? 

 

A: Oak Forest is approximately 25 miles south of downtown Chicago, with commute 
times typically ranging from 40-60 minutes depending on traffic and route. Many 
residents use the expressway system or Metra train service for daily commutes. The 
distance provides suburban space and affordability while maintaining reasonable access 
to city employment centers. 

 

Q: Should I move to Oak Forest before or after the school year starts? 

 

A: Most families prefer moving to Oak Forest during summer break (June-August) so 
children can start the new school year fresh in their new schools. However, Oak Forest 
schools accommodate mid-year transfers if your timeline requires it. Contact your school 
district early regardless of timing to ensure smooth enrollment and understand 
registration requirements for new students. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Oak Forest Movers 
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Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Oak Forest moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Lemont 

• Moving to Palos Hills 

• Moving to Flossmoor 

• Moving to Olympia Fields 

• Moving to Matteson 

 

• Moving to Matteson 
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