
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Northbrook, IL 
 

Welcome to Northbrook 
 

Northbrook offers the ideal combination of suburban tranquility and urban accessibility that 
draws families and professionals to Chicago's North Shore. Located approximately 25 miles 
north of downtown Chicago, this well-established community features tree-lined streets, 
highly-rated schools, and a strong sense of neighborhood connection. The village maintains its 
family-friendly character while providing convenient access to world-class shopping at 
Northbrook Court and The Glen, diverse dining options, and extensive park facilities. Whether 
you're relocating from the city or moving between suburbs, Northbrook's blend of residential 
comfort and practical amenities makes it a compelling choice for your next home. 

 

What truly distinguishes Northbrook is its commitment to maintaining both quality of life and 
convenience. The community invests heavily in its parks, recreation programs, and public 
spaces, creating an environment where families can put down roots for generations. Young 
professionals appreciate the reasonable commute times to Chicago, while families value the 
school districts' strong reputations and abundant youth activities. The village's mature 
neighborhoods feature a diverse housing stock ranging from classic single-family homes to 
modern townhomes and condominiums, accommodating various lifestyles and budgets. This 
diversity, combined with Northbrook's stability and accessibility, explains why so many people 
choose to call this North Shore suburb home. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Northbrook strategically can significantly impact both cost and 
convenience. June through August represents peak moving season as families coordinate 
relocations with the school calendar, ensuring children can start the academic year in their new 
schools. If you're planning a summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential to 
secure your preferred moving date, as demand from other families creates competition for 
weekend slots and end-of-month dates. Fall and spring seasons offer excellent alternatives with 
better availability, more flexible scheduling, and sometimes more competitive pricing. Mid-year 
moves can work well for families without school-age children or those whose children can 
transition between marking periods. Experienced Northbrook movers understand these 
seasonal patterns and can help you identify the optimal timeframe based on your specific 
circumstances. 

 

Logistically, Northbrook moves require different planning considerations than city relocations. 
Most Northbrook properties feature driveways and garage access, which simplifies the loading 
process and eliminates many of the parking challenges common in urban environments. 
However, multi-level homes often mean navigating furniture through staircases and doorways, 
and basement moves require additional planning and equipment. The village's residential 
streets are generally accessible, though some neighborhoods have narrow roads or mature tree 
coverage that affects truck positioning. Weather considerations matter more in suburban 
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moves—snow in winter and summer heat can impact timing and efficiency. Professional movers 
familiar with Northbrook's neighborhoods understand these nuances, from timing routes to avoid 
rush-hour traffic on major arteries like Willow Road and Lake-Cook Road, to knowing which 
communities have HOA requirements or access restrictions that need advance coordination. 

 

Living Here 
 

Daily life in Northbrook centers around community, convenience, and connectivity. The village 
serves as home to several highly-regarded school districts that consistently rank among the 
area's best, which explains why many families specifically target Northbrook when relocating to 
the Chicago suburbs. Parents appreciate not just the academic quality but also the extensive 
extracurricular programs, sports leagues, and enrichment opportunities. Commuters benefit 
from multiple options for reaching downtown Chicago—the Edens Expressway (I-94) provides 
highway access, while Metra's Milwaukee District North Line stops at the Northbrook station, 
offering a stress-free alternative to driving. This combination of excellent schools and practical 
commuting options makes Northbrook particularly attractive to families with working parents who 
want suburban living without sacrificing career accessibility. 

 

Beyond schools and commuting, Northbrook offers the day-to-day amenities that make 
suburban life comfortable and engaging. The village's parks system includes over 400 acres of 
parkland with facilities for sports, walking trails, and family recreation. Shopping options range 
from Northbrook Court's department stores and specialty retailers to The Glen's open-air 
shopping experience and numerous local businesses along Shermer Road and Waukegan 
Road. Dining options reflect the area's diversity, from family-friendly chains to 
independently-owned restaurants serving various cuisines. The Community Playhouse provides 
cultural programming, while the Northbrook Public Library serves as a community hub. Most 
importantly, the predominantly single-family home character means you'll likely have a driveway, 
garage, and yard—space that city residents often sacrifice but that becomes invaluable for 
families, particularly those with children or pets. 

 

Moving Tips for Northbrook 
 

1.​ **Schedule around school calendars**: If possible, complete your move before 
mid-August to allow time for settling in before school starts. Register children with their 
new schools as early as possible, as some programs and activities fill quickly. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate driveway access**: While most Northbrook homes have driveways, notify 
neighbors if the moving truck will temporarily block street access. This courtesy prevents 
issues and maintains good relationships from day one. 

 

1.​ **Plan for garage and basement moves**: Many Northbrook homes feature finished 
basements and attached garages that require furniture navigation through specific paths. 
Measure doorways and stairwells in advance to avoid moving-day surprises. 

 



1.​ **No village permits typically required**: Unlike Chicago, Northbrook generally doesn't 
require moving permits for residential relocations. However, if you're moving into a 
condominium or townhome community, check with your HOA about any requirements, 
elevator reservations, or access restrictions. 

 

1.​ **Consider weather contingencies**: Suburban moves mean more outdoor loading time. 
Check forecasts and have backup plans for extreme heat, cold, or precipitation that 
could affect efficiency and furniture protection. 

 

1.​ **Update your parking permits**: If moving from Chicago, remember to cancel city 
stickers and parking permits. Register your vehicles with the village for any required local 
stickers and familiarize yourself with Northbrook's parking regulations. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, start with the essentials: transfer utilities into your name (ComEd for 
electricity, Nicor for gas, and the village's water department), update your driver's license and 
vehicle registration to reflect your new address, and register to vote at your new location. Visit 
the Northbrook Public Library to get library cards for the family—it's free and provides access to 
an excellent collection plus community programs. Connect with your local park district to learn 
about recreation programs, facility reservations, and seasonal activities. Join neighborhood 
social media groups or the Northbrook community forums to tap into local knowledge about 
everything from reliable contractors to upcoming village events. These first steps help you 
transition from "new resident" to "Northbrook neighbor" and establish the connections that make 
a house feel like home. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Northbrook 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Northbrook? 

 

A: Moving costs in Northbrook typically range from $400-900 for local moves, depending 
on home size and distance. A two-bedroom home averages $500-700, while larger 
four-bedroom houses may cost $800-1,200. Factors affecting price include the number of 
stairs, basement items, driving distance, and whether you're moving during peak 
summer months when demand from families is highest. 

 

Q: Do I need a permit to move in Northbrook? 

 

A: Northbrook Village doesn't require moving permits for single-family homes. However, 
if you're moving into a condominium, townhome, or building with a homeowners 
association, you may need to reserve elevators or provide notice to property 
management. Always check with your HOA or building management 1-2 weeks before 
your move date to ensure compliance with any community-specific requirements. 



 

Q: When is the best time to move to Northbrook? 

 

A: The best time depends on your priorities. June through August is most popular for 
families moving between school years, but requires booking 3-4 weeks ahead due to high 
demand. September through November and April through May offer better availability, 
more flexible scheduling, and potentially lower costs while still providing good weather. 
Avoid December through February unless necessary, as winter weather can complicate 
moves. 

 

Q: What makes moving in Northbrook easier than Chicago? 

 

A: Northbrook's suburban layout eliminates many urban moving challenges. Properties 
typically have driveways and garages, providing direct truck access without parking 
restrictions or permits. Streets are wider and less congested than city blocks, and you 
won't face loading zone competitions or elevator scheduling conflicts common in 
Chicago high-rises. The main challenges are multi-level homes with stairs and 
coordinating around neighborhood traffic patterns during weekday rush hours. 

 

Q: Why do families choose Northbrook for relocation? 

 

A: Families prioritize Northbrook for its highly-rated schools, safe neighborhoods, and 
family-oriented community programs. The combination of excellent education, 
manageable commutes to Chicago via highway or Metra, quality parks and recreation 
facilities, and diverse housing options appeals to parents seeking suburban stability 
without sacrificing accessibility. The village's mature character and strong community 
engagement create an environment where families stay for generations. 

 

Q: How long does a typical Northbrook move take? 

 

A: Most Northbrook local moves complete in 4-8 hours depending on home size. A 
two-bedroom home typically takes 4-5 hours, while a four-bedroom house with basement 
and garage may require 6-8 hours. Factors like multiple flights of stairs, long driveways, 
or extensive basement furniture can extend timing. Professional movers familiar with 
Northbrook's housing stock can provide accurate estimates based on your specific 
property layout and inventory. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 



Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Northbrook Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Northbrook moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Glencoe 

• Moving to Winnetka 

• Moving to Glenview 

• Moving to Niles 

• Moving to Morton Grove 

 

• Moving to Morton Grove 
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