
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Near West Side 
 

Welcome to Near West Side 
 

Near West Side stands as one of Chicago's most dynamic and evolving neighborhoods, 
stretching from the Loop's edge westward to encompass distinct areas like the trendy West 
Loop, culturally rich Ukrainian Village, and the vital Illinois Medical District. This West Side 
neighborhood perfectly blends Chicago's industrial heritage with modern urban development, 
offering everything from converted loft spaces in former factories to contemporary high-rises 
with skyline views. The area pulses with energy from its diverse restaurant scene, healthcare 
institutions, and residential communities that range from young professionals to established 
families. 

 

What makes Near West Side truly unique is its ability to be many neighborhoods in one. The 
West Loop has transformed into a culinary destination attracting food lovers from across the city, 
while Ukrainian Village maintains its distinct cultural identity with historic architecture and 
traditional bakeries. The Medical District serves as a major employment hub, and Greektown 
preserves its ethnic heritage along Halsted Street. This diversity means you can find authentic 
pierogis, cutting-edge fusion cuisine, and classic Greek fare all within the same neighborhood, 
creating a living experience that's distinctly Chicago yet constantly evolving. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Near West Side can significantly impact both availability and cost. Late fall 
through early spring typically offers better availability and more flexible scheduling with moving 
companies. Summer months from May through September represent peak moving season 
when demand surges—students move in and out, leases turn over, and Chicago's favorable 
weather draws more people to relocate. For the best rates and scheduling options, book your 
move 3-4 weeks in advance, particularly if you're moving during those busy summer months. 
Experienced Near West Side movers handle these logistics daily and can help you navigate 
seasonal demand fluctuations. 

 

The logistics of moving in Near West Side require advance planning, particularly around parking 
permits. Most residential streets in this Zone 2 area require temporary moving truck parking 
permits, which must be requested at least 10 business days in advance through the City of 
Chicago's 311 system. Parking enforcement actively patrols these streets, and proper permits 
are essential to avoid tickets or delays on moving day. The neighborhood's mix of building 
types—walk-up apartments, vintage brownstones, modern condos, and converted industrial 
lofts—means your moving crew needs to be prepared for everything from narrow stairwells in 
century-old buildings to coordinating elevator access in newer high-rises. Street parking can be 
tight, especially in the densely populated West Loop, so having permits secured well ahead of 
time prevents unnecessary stress. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/near-west-side-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/near-west-side-movers


Living Here 
 

Daily life in Near West Side offers convenience and variety that's hard to match elsewhere in 
Chicago. The neighborhood's excellent transit access via the Blue, Pink, and Green Lines 
means you can reach the Loop in minutes or explore other city neighborhoods without owning a 
car. Average rent hovers around $1,800, which remains competitive given the area's amenities 
and location. The West Loop's Restaurant Row along Randolph Street has become nationally 
recognized, while neighborhood staples provide everyday essentials. Ukrainian Village offers 
more residential charm with tree-lined streets and local coffee shops, and the Medical District 
provides major employment opportunities at institutions like Rush University Medical Center and 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

 

The building stock reflects the neighborhood's layered history and ongoing development. You'll 
find classic Chicago three-flats and courtyard apartments in Ukrainian Village, converted 
warehouse lofts with exposed brick and timber beams in the West Loop, and sleek new 
construction catering to young professionals throughout the area. This variety means whether 
you're seeking vintage character or modern amenities, Near West Side likely has options. Most 
buildings in older sections feature walk-ups without elevators, while newer developments offer 
elevator access and sometimes even parking—a valuable commodity in this Zone 2 parking 
area where street parking requires residential permits. 

 

Moving Tips 
 

1.​ **Secure your parking permit early**: Submit your temporary moving truck parking permit 
request through Chicago's 311 system at least 10 business days before your move date. 
Zone 2 enforcement is strict, and last-minute permits may not be processed in time. 

 

1.​ **Communicate building requirements**: Contact your building management or landlord 
to reserve elevator time if applicable, obtain loading dock access codes, and confirm any 
specific moving hours required by your building association. 

 

1.​ **Plan for walk-ups**: Many Near West Side buildings, particularly in Ukrainian Village, 
are three-story walk-ups. Pack heavier items in smaller boxes and consider that stairs 
add time to your move—budget accordingly. 

 

1.​ **Navigate one-way streets**: The West Loop features several one-way streets and 
heavy restaurant traffic, particularly on evenings and weekends. Schedule morning 
moves when possible to avoid congestion from delivery trucks and restaurant patrons. 

 

1.​ **Protect vintage features**: If moving into an older building with original woodwork, 
radiators, or hardwood floors, bring floor protection and padding. These historic details 
add character but can be easily damaged. 

 

1.​ **Consider peak dining hours**: If your move coincides with restaurant prime time 



(Thursday-Saturday evenings), traffic and parking become significantly more 
challenging. Early morning or weekday moves offer smoother logistics. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, start by registering for your residential parking permit through the 
Chicago City Clerk's website if you own a vehicle—Zone 2 permits are essential for street 
parking. Update your address with USPS, register to vote at your new precinct, and locate your 
nearest grocery stores (Mariano's in the West Loop and Whole Foods are popular options). Join 
neighborhood social media groups or apps like Nextdoor to connect with neighbors and learn 
about local events, restaurant openings, and community resources. The Near West Side is 
home to numerous parks including Union Park and Skinner Park, perfect for exploring as you 
familiarize yourself with your new neighborhood. Don't miss visiting the West Loop's weekend 
farmers market or exploring Ukrainian Village's historic churches and cultural sites. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Near West Side 
 

Q: How much do Near West Side movers cost? 

 

A: Moving costs in Near West Side typically range from $350-600 for studio/one-bedroom 
apartments and $600-1,200 for larger units, depending on building type and floor level. 
Walk-up moves cost less than high-rise relocations requiring elevator coordination. 
Rates increase during peak summer months (May-September) when demand surges. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Near West Side? 

 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best combination of availability and rates. 
Summer months see peak demand with higher prices and limited scheduling. Book 3-4 
weeks ahead regardless of season, but allow 4-6 weeks during summer to secure your 
preferred moving date. 

 

Q: Do I need parking permits for moving in Near West Side? 

 

A: Yes, temporary moving truck parking permits are required for most Near West Side 
residential streets. Submit requests at least 10 business days in advance through 
Chicago's 311 system. Zone 2 parking enforcement is active daily, so proper permits 
prevent tickets and ensure your moving truck has legal loading space. 

 

Q: What makes moving in Near West Side challenging? 

 



A: The main challenges include narrow streets in Ukrainian Village, heavy restaurant 
traffic in West Loop (especially evenings and weekends), older walk-up buildings without 
elevators, and strict parking enforcement. One-way streets and limited loading zones 
require experienced crews familiar with the neighborhood's layout and logistics. 

 

Q: Why are people moving to Near West Side? 

 

A: Near West Side attracts residents with its exceptional restaurant scene, convenient 
transit access via Blue, Pink, and Green Lines, proximity to the Loop and medical district 
employment, and diverse housing options. The blend of West Loop's modern amenities 
with Ukrainian Village's historic character creates appeal for young professionals and 
families alike. 

 

Q: What type of buildings are common in Near West Side? 

 

A: Near West Side features diverse housing including vintage three-flat walk-ups and 
courtyard buildings in Ukrainian Village, converted industrial lofts with exposed brick in 
West Loop, modern condo high-rises near transit stations, and mixed-use developments 
along main corridors. Most older buildings lack elevators, while new construction 
typically includes elevator access and sometimes parking. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Near West Side Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Near West Side moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/near-west-side-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555104050364416
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555104050364416


Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Near North Side 

• Moving to Armour Square 

• Moving to Fulton Market 

• Moving to Greektown 

• Moving to Little Italy 

 

• Moving to Little Italy 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=1tCXtCfb__UvMsVZ7NR6K7If-ut5UEkrd5ujfFvtomsc
https://docs.google.com/open?id=16H37i1DHUOhI3NN2fhwT0vus1xz_3diQ4H6zRE-aMjc
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1eUs2pIc9yjoLpxf6nHT-_Ib-LFLM5jeJHtAoeseV9yk
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1rlFTmKdVZHwBZDuamOHK-Ry8waRKcqT7bsCaVCzW-B8
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1u2omHGkteCvWMsPmuk9z8hifODLCkGQ11YxSupHKsYA
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1u2omHGkteCvWMsPmuk9z8hifODLCkGQ11YxSupHKsYA
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