
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Merrillville, 
Indiana 
 

Welcome to Merrillville 
 

Merrillville has evolved into one of Northwest Indiana's most dynamic communities, offering an 
appealing alternative to Chicago's higher costs while maintaining convenient access to the city. 
Located in Lake County approximately one hour from downtown Chicago, Merrillville attracts 
families and professionals seeking more affordable housing, larger properties, and a strong 
sense of community. The town serves as a major commercial hub for the region, featuring 
extensive shopping corridors along US-30, diverse dining options, and well-maintained 
residential neighborhoods that range from established single-family homes to modern 
developments. 

 

What makes Merrillville particularly unique is its position as Northwest Indiana's retail and 
entertainment center while maintaining distinct residential character. Unlike purely suburban 
bedroom communities, Merrillville offers employment opportunities across retail, healthcare, and 
service industries, reducing commute times for many residents. The community benefits from 
lower property taxes compared to Illinois, more spacious lots, and a family-oriented atmosphere 
that has attracted generations of Chicago residents looking for a better quality of life without 
sacrificing convenience. With easy highway access, excellent shopping infrastructure, and a 
welcoming community, Merrillville represents the best of Northwest Indiana living. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your relocation to Merrillville requires strategic planning, especially for cross-state moves 
from Illinois. Summer months remain the most popular for family relocations, as parents 
coordinate moves before the school year begins in late August. During this peak season, 
booking 3-4 weeks in advance ensures you secure your preferred moving date and avoid 
last-minute scheduling challenges. However, fall and spring offer significant advantages 
including better availability, potentially lower rates, and less competition for moving dates. 
Cross-state moves between Illinois and Indiana require additional planning time compared to 
local relocations, so factor in coordination for utilities, address changes, and documentation 
required for crossing state lines. 

 

The logistics of moving to Merrillville involve navigating toll routes and timing around Chicago 
traffic patterns. Experienced Merrillville movers handle these logistics daily, planning routes via 
I-94 to I-80/94 (Indiana Toll Road) and scheduling departures to avoid rush hour congestion that 
can add hours to your move. Toll costs typically range from $10-15 per trip including the 
Chicago Skyway ($6.00) and Indiana Toll Road segments ($4-8 depending on your exit), and 
reputable moving companies factor these costs into estimates upfront. For moves involving 
larger trucks or multiple trips, understanding weight restrictions, clearance heights for residential 
streets, and parking availability at both locations ensures a smooth transition without 
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unexpected delays. 

 

Living Here 
 

Daily life in Merrillville centers around convenience and accessibility. The community's 
commercial infrastructure along US-30 (Lincoln Highway) includes major retailers, restaurants, 
grocery stores, and service providers, meaning residents rarely need to travel far for everyday 
needs. Primary highway access via I-94, I-80/94, and US-30 makes commuting to Chicago, 
Hammond, Gary, or other Northwest Indiana communities straightforward, with many residents 
working locally or making the hour drive to Chicago several times weekly. The area's 
affordability compared to Chicago suburbs allows families to purchase larger homes with yards, 
often at prices significantly below comparable properties across the state line. 

 

Merrillville is served by Lake County school districts, and many families relocating from Chicago 
specifically cite excellent schools and smaller class sizes as key motivators for their move. The 
community offers numerous parks, recreational facilities, and family-oriented activities that 
contribute to its reputation as an ideal place to raise children. Residents appreciate the blend of 
small-town atmosphere with big-city amenities, enjoying lower crime rates, friendly neighbors, 
and a strong sense of community involvement. The healthcare infrastructure, including nearby 
hospitals and medical facilities, provides peace of mind for families, while the diverse restaurant 
scene and entertainment options ensure there's always something to do without the congestion 
and parking challenges common in larger cities. 

 

Moving Tips for Merrillville 
 

1.​ **Plan for toll expenses**: Budget approximately $10-15 in tolls per trip for moves from 
Chicago, including Chicago Skyway and Indiana Toll Road costs. Keep cash or ensure 
your I-PASS/E-ZPass is current. 

 

1.​ **Schedule around Chicago traffic**: Coordinate your moving day to avoid Chicago rush 
hours (7-9 AM and 4-7 PM weekdays). Starting early morning on weekends can save 
significant time. 

 

1.​ **Verify parking at both locations**: While Merrillville properties typically offer easier 
parking than Chicago, confirm driveway access and street parking regulations. 
Cul-de-sacs and townhome communities may require special arrangements. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for Indiana vehicle registration**: You have 60 days to register your vehicle in 
Indiana after establishing residency. Complete this early to avoid penalties and secure 
Indiana license plates. 

 

1.​ **Update your address systematically**: Cross-state moves require notifying more 
agencies than local moves. Prioritize USPS mail forwarding, Illinois and Indiana DMV, 
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employers, banks, insurance providers, and voter registration. 

 

1.​ **Winterize your moving plan**: If moving during winter months, monitor weather 
conditions closely. Indiana lake-effect snow can impact I-94 and I-80/94 corridors, 
potentially requiring schedule flexibility. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've arrived in Merrillville, establish utilities immediately—contact NIPSCO for gas and 
electric service, set up water and sewer through the Merrillville utility department, and arrange 
internet and cable services. Visit the Merrillville Town Hall to understand local services, trash 
collection schedules, and community resources. Register children for school as soon as 
possible, especially if moving during the academic year, as enrollment paperwork can take time. 
Explore your neighborhood, introduce yourself to neighbors, and locate essential services like 
your nearest grocery store, pharmacy, and healthcare providers. Many new residents find that 
joining community groups, attending local events, or participating in recreational programs helps 
them quickly feel at home in Merrillville's welcoming environment. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Merrillville 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Merrillville? 

 

A: Moving costs from Chicago to Merrillville typically range from $800-2,500 depending 
on home size and belongings volume. A one-bedroom apartment averages $800-1,200, 
while three-bedroom homes run $1,500-2,500. Cross-state moves cost more than local 
relocations due to distance (approximately 40 miles), toll expenses, and additional 
planning requirements. Request detailed estimates that include toll costs and potential 
timing surcharges for peak season moves. 

 

Q: What is the best time of year to move to Merrillville? 

 

A: Fall (September-October) and spring (April-May) offer the best combination of weather, 
availability, and value for Merrillville moves. Summer remains most popular for families 
coordinating with school schedules but requires 3-4 weeks advance booking. Winter 
moves can offer lower rates but may face weather delays affecting I-94 and I-80/94 
corridors. Weekday moves typically cost less than weekend relocations during all 
seasons. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits to move to Merrillville? 

 

A: Merrillville generally doesn't require moving permits for single-family homes, though 
confirming with your HOA or property management is wise. Large moving trucks should 



verify clearance heights in townhome or condo communities. Unlike Chicago, you won't 
face city permit requirements or elevator reservations for most residential moves. 
Parking is typically more accessible, though coordinating with neighbors about 
temporary driveway or street access is courteous. 

 

Q: How long does a move from Chicago to Merrillville take? 

 

A: Most Chicago to Merrillville moves complete in 4-8 hours including loading, transit, 
and unloading. Drive time averages 45-75 minutes depending on traffic and your specific 
locations. Larger homes requiring more loading time may extend to full-day moves. 
Starting early morning (7-8 AM) helps avoid Chicago traffic congestion that can add 30-60 
minutes to transit time during rush hours. 

 

Q: Why are so many people moving from Chicago to Merrillville? 

 

A: Merrillville attracts Chicago residents seeking significantly lower housing costs, 
reduced property taxes, and more spacious homes with yards. A house in Merrillville 
often costs 30-50% less than comparable Chicago properties while offering larger lots 
and newer construction. Families appreciate excellent schools with smaller class sizes, 
safer neighborhoods, lower overall cost of living, and maintaining reasonable access to 
Chicago for work or entertainment via I-94. 

 

Q: What should I know about commuting from Merrillville to Chicago? 

 

A: The Merrillville to Chicago commute averages 60-75 minutes via I-94 during normal 
traffic, extending to 90+ minutes during rush hour. Budget $10-15 daily for tolls (Chicago 
Skyway and Indiana Toll Road) or approximately $200-300 monthly. Many residents work 
locally in Northwest Indiana to avoid daily commuting, while others commute 2-3 days 
weekly for hybrid work arrangements. Winter weather can impact drive times on I-94 and 
I-80/94. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 
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➤ Get a Free Quote: Merrillville Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Merrillville moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Hammond 

• Moving to Schererville 

• Moving to Crown Point 

• Moving to Highland 

 

• Moving to Highland 
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