
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Lowell, Indiana 
 

Welcome to Lowell 
 

Lowell offers the best of both worlds for families and professionals seeking a quieter lifestyle 
while maintaining access to Chicago's opportunities. This small Lake County town, located 
approximately one hour from Chicago, has maintained its rural character even as residential 
areas have grown steadily over the past decade. Wide-open spaces, newer subdivisions with 
generous lot sizes, and a genuine small-town atmosphere make Lowell particularly appealing to 
families relocating from crowded Chicago neighborhoods. The cost of living difference is 
substantial—you'll find significantly more square footage for your housing dollar, along with 
lower property taxes and the peaceful setting many city dwellers crave. 

 

What makes Lowell unique is its ability to feel worlds away from urban hustle while remaining 
genuinely accessible. Unlike some Northwest Indiana communities that have become heavily 
developed, Lowell retains farmland, local businesses, and a close-knit community feel where 
neighbors know each other's names. The town attracts young families building their first homes, 
Chicago professionals willing to commute for better quality of life, and retirees seeking 
affordability without total isolation. You'll trade Lake Michigan beaches and endless restaurant 
options for backyard space, safe streets, and a slower pace that many find refreshing after 
years of city living. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your relocation to Lowell requires more strategic planning than a local move within 
Illinois. Summer months are the most popular for family relocations, particularly late June 
through early August when families want to settle before school starts. If you're moving during 
this peak season, book your move 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your preferred date. 
Experienced Lowell movers handle these logistics daily and understand the tight timelines 
families face when coordinating school registration, closing dates, and work schedules. Fall and 
spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability, more flexible scheduling, and often 
ideal weather conditions for moving. 

 

Cross-state moves between Illinois and Indiana involve additional considerations beyond typical 
local relocations. The Chicago to Lowell route primarily uses I-94 to I-80/94 (Indiana Toll Road), 
with toll costs ranging from $10-15 depending on your specific route and whether you use the 
Chicago Skyway. Professional moving companies factor these costs into estimates upfront, but 
if you're making multiple trips yourself, budget accordingly. Travel time varies significantly based 
on departure time—leaving Chicago during morning or evening rush hour can add 30-45 
minutes to your journey. Most successful moves from Chicago start early morning to avoid traffic 
congestion and maximize daylight hours for unloading at your new Lowell home. 
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Living in Lowell 
 

Daily life in Lowell centers around family, community, and the practical benefits that drew you 
here in the first place. The town is served by Lake County school districts that many relocating 
families cite as a primary motivation for leaving Chicago—smaller class sizes, newer facilities, 
and more individual attention for students make a noticeable difference. Local amenities include 
essential shopping, several parks, and community events that actually bring neighbors together. 
You'll likely drive more than you did in Chicago, as errands might mean trips to Crown Point or 
Merrillville for bigger retailers, but many residents find the tradeoff worthwhile when they're 
spending less time in traffic and more time in their spacious homes and yards. 

 

The community attracts a specific demographic: people who value space, affordability, and 
safety over urban conveniences. Your commute to Chicago will be real—figure 60-75 minutes 
each way depending on your destination and traffic—so many Lowell residents either work 
remotely part-time, have jobs in Northwest Indiana, or have consciously decided the commute is 
worth the lifestyle benefits. The highways serving Lowell include I-94, I-80/94 (Indiana Toll 
Road), and US-30 (Lincoln Highway), providing multiple route options. Social life revolves more 
around home gatherings, kids' activities, and local events rather than spontaneous city outings. 
If you're someone who used Chicago's cultural amenities weekly, you'll need to adjust 
expectations—but if those museums and restaurants were more theoretical than actual, Lowell's 
peaceful setting might be exactly what you've been seeking. 

 

Moving Tips for Lowell Relocations 
 

1.​ **Start toll account setup early**: If you're commuting to Chicago regularly, get an 
I-PASS or E-ZPass before your move to save money and hassle on Indiana Toll Road 
and Chicago Skyway charges that add up quickly. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utility connections in advance**: Contact NIPSCO (Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company) for gas and electric at least one week before your move date, as new 
service appointments may have limited availability in smaller communities. 

 

1.​ **Plan for well water or septic systems**: Many Lowell properties, especially in newer 
subdivisions on the town's edges, have well water or septic systems rather than 
municipal services—schedule inspections and understand maintenance requirements 
before closing. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate large furniture delivery carefully**: Provide detailed directions to your new 
address, as GPS sometimes struggles with newer Lowell subdivisions, and delivery 
drivers unfamiliar with the area may have difficulty locating your home. 

 

1.​ **Research homeowners association requirements**: Many newer Lowell developments 
have HOA rules about moving trucks, parking restrictions, and move-in hour 
limitations—check these requirements weeks before your moving date to avoid 



complications. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for weather extremes**: Indiana weather can shift rapidly, and Lowell's rural 
character means fewer windbreaks—monitor forecasts closely in winter and have 
backup moving dates during November through March when conditions can deteriorate 
quickly. 

 

Getting Settled in Your New Community 
 

Start by registering children for school immediately after moving, as Lake County districts 
require residency documentation and the process takes time. Update your driver's license and 
vehicle registration within 60 days—Indiana BMV branches require proof of residency, so bring 
utility bills or your lease agreement. Connect with town resources through Lowell's official 
website and Facebook community groups where residents share recommendations for 
contractors, service providers, and local events. Join the Lowell Public Library for community 
programming and resources. Most residents find their social circle develops through school 
connections, youth sports, and neighborhood relationships, so be patient as you build your 
network—the tight-knit community that seemed intimidating at first becomes one of Lowell's 
greatest assets once you're part of it. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Lowell 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Lowell? 

A: Moving costs between Chicago and Lowell typically range from $800-2,200 for a 
full-service move, depending on home size and belongings volume. This cross-state 
relocation of approximately 50 miles usually takes 4-6 hours including drive time and toll 
charges. Two-bedroom apartments average $800-1,200, while three-bedroom homes 
range $1,400-2,200. Summer peak season rates may run 15-20% higher than off-peak 
months. 

 

Q: Do I need moving permits or parking reservations in Lowell? 

A: Lowell doesn't require moving permits for residential relocations, but if you're in a 
subdivision with a homeowners association, check for specific moving truck restrictions 
or required notifications. Most Lowell properties have driveways and streets that easily 
accommodate moving trucks. Contact your HOA management at least one week before 
your move if applicable, as some communities have designated moving hours or require 
advance notice. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Lowell? 

A: Late spring (May-early June) and early fall (September-October) offer ideal moving 
conditions with moderate weather, good road conditions, and better moving company 
availability than summer peak season. Families with school-age children typically move 
in July-August despite higher costs to settle before the school year begins. Avoid 



November through March when Indiana weather creates unpredictable moving 
conditions. 

 

Q: What challenges come with moving from Chicago to Lowell? 

A: The primary challenges include adjusting to limited public transportation (you'll need 
reliable vehicles for everyone who works), longer drives for shopping and entertainment, 
well water or septic systems in some areas, and the significant lifestyle change from 
urban to rural living. The commute to Chicago is real at 60-75 minutes, and winter 
weather can make travel difficult. Cross-state moves also require updating licenses, 
registrations, and insurance in Indiana. 

 

Q: Why are families choosing Lowell over staying in Chicago? 

A: Families relocate to Lowell primarily for housing affordability—you'll get 2-3 times the 
space for the same monthly payment—plus highly rated schools with smaller class sizes, 
safer neighborhoods, lower property taxes, and actual yards for children and pets. The 
trade-off is a longer commute and fewer urban amenities, but many families find the 
improved quality of life, especially for raising children, makes the sacrifice worthwhile. 

 

Q: How do I-94 toll costs impact my Lowell moving budget? 

A: Moving between Chicago and Lowell involves tolls on I-94/I-80/94 (Indiana Toll Road) 
and potentially Chicago Skyway, totaling approximately $10-15 per trip depending on 
your exact route. Professional movers include these costs in estimates, but if you're 
making multiple trips in personal vehicles during your move, budget $50-80 in total toll 
charges. Setting up I-PASS or E-ZPass before moving saves money versus cash rates. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Lowell Movers 
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Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Lowell moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Cedar Lake 

• Moving to St. John 

• Moving to Hobart 

• Moving to Lake Station 

• Moving to Lakes of the Four Seasons 

 

• Moving to Lakes of the Four Seasons 
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