Your Complete Guide to Moving to Logan Square,
Chicago

Welcome to Logan Square

Logan Square stands as one of Chicago's most dynamic and culturally rich neighborhoods,
where historic charm meets contemporary urban living. Located on the city's Northwest Side,
this vibrant community has evolved from its working-class roots into a destination known for its
thriving arts scene, diverse culinary landscape, and strong sense of community identity. The
neighborhood takes its name from the historic Logan Monument at the center of the boulevards,
a defining landmark that anchors this area's distinctive character.

What truly sets Logan Square apart is its authentic blend of old and new Chicago. Tree-lined
boulevards designed by renowned landscape architects wind through streets dotted with
graystones and vintage courtyard buildings, while independent coffee shops, craft breweries,
and innovative restaurants have transformed former industrial spaces into community gathering
spots. The neighborhood maintains its multicultural identity with authentic Mexican taquerias
standing alongside farm-to-table restaurants, creating a food scene that rivals any area in the
city. Live music venues like The Empty Bottle and Logan Square Auditorium draw music lovers
from across Chicago, cementing the area's reputation as a cultural hub.

For newcomers, Logan Square offers the rare combination of urban accessibility and
neighborhood warmth. The community actively supports local businesses, with bustling farmer's
markets, street festivals, and block parties creating natural opportunities to connect with
neighbors. Whether you're drawn by the creative energy, the affordable rent compared to nearby
neighborhoods like Wicker Park and Bucktown, or the excellent public transit connections,
Logan Square welcomes residents looking for an authentic Chicago neighborhood experience.

Planning Your Move to Logan Square

Timing your move strategically can significantly impact both availability and cost. Late fall
through early spring typically offers the best window for relocating to Logan Square, with greater
availability of both apartments and moving services. Summer months from May through
September represent peak moving season in Chicago, when demand reaches its highest point
and scheduling becomes more competitive. If you're planning a summer move, booking 3-4
weeks in advance ensures you secure your preferred moving date and avoid last-minute stress.

Understanding Logan Square's unique logistics before moving day helps prevent common
complications. As a Zone 2 residential parking area, the neighborhood requires temporary
moving truck parking permits for most residential streets, and parking enforcement is
consistently active throughout the area. You'll need to request these permits at least 10
business days in advance through the City of Chicago 311 system — this lead time is not



negotiable, so factor it into your moving timeline. Many experienced Logan Square movers can
guide you through the permit process and handle the logistics, ensuring your moving truck has

legal parking on your scheduled day.

The neighborhood's building stock presents specific considerations worth understanding

upfront. Logan Square features a characteristic mix of housing types including classic three-flat
walk-ups, vintage courtyard buildings with elaborate entryways, and newer construction with
varying amenities. Many buildings date from the early 20th century, meaning you may encounter
narrower hallways, smaller doorways, and stairs without modern conveniences like elevators. If
you're moving into one of the area's beautiful graystones or vintage apartments, prepare for
potential challenges with oversized furniture. Professional movers familiar with Logan Square's
architectural quirks can navigate these spaces efficiently and protect both your belongings and
the building's original features during the move.

Living in Logan Square

Daily life in Logan Square revolves around its exceptional walkability and strong neighborhood
infrastructure. The Blue Line runs directly through the area with multiple stops including Logan
Square, California, and Western stations, providing 24-hour access to downtown Chicago,
O'Hare Airport, and neighborhoods throughout the city. This transit connection makes car-free
living entirely feasible, though many residents appreciate having a vehicle for weekend trips and
suburban errands. Average rent hovers around $1,500, making the neighborhood more
accessible than comparable areas closer to downtown while still offering robust amenities and
cultural attractions.

The neighborhood's commercial corridors along Milwaukee Avenue, Diversey Avenue, and
Fullerton Avenue provide everything needed for daily life within walking distance. You'll find
independent grocery stores, national chains, pharmacies, banks, and an incredible range of
dining options representing cuisines from around the world. The Sunday Logan Square Farmers
Market (one of Chicago's largest) operates year-round, connecting residents directly with
regional farmers and food producers. Local breweries like Revolution Brewing, coffee roasters,
and bakeries create third spaces where neighbors naturally congregate, fostering the strong
community connections Logan Square is known for.

The area's building diversity means you'll find options matching various lifestyles and budgets.
Vintage walk-ups often feature high ceilings, hardwood floors, and period details like built-in
bookcases and decorative molding, though they typically lack modern amenities like in-unit
laundry or central air conditioning. Newer construction and renovated buildings offer
contemporary conveniences including dishwashers, updated kitchens, and occasionally parking,
usually at higher price points. Understanding these trade-offs helps set realistic expectations
when apartment hunting. Regardless of building type, Logan Square's strong renter protections
and active tenant organizations provide resources if issues arise with landlords.

Practical Moving Tips for Logan Square
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1. **Secure your parking permit early**: Submit your temporary moving truck parking permit
request through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move date — the city
strictly enforces this timeline and won't expedite requests.

1. **Measure doorways and stairwells**: Vintage Logan Square buildings often have
narrower passages than modern construction. Measure your largest furniture pieces and
compare against doorways, hallway widths, and stairwell turns to avoid moving day
surprises.

1. **Plan for stairs**: Many Logan Square buildings are walk-ups without elevators. If you're
moving to a second or third floor, factor in additional time and energy for navigating
stairs. Professional movers experienced with area buildings can estimate timing more
accurately.

1. **Reserve your elevator if applicable**: For newer buildings with elevators, reserve the
elevator and loading dock as early as possible. Coordinate with building management
about service entrance access, elevator padding requirements, and any building-specific
moving policies.

1. **Consider timing for street parking**: Even with permits, parking on busy corridors like
Milwaukee Avenue or Diversey can be challenging. Early morning moves (starting 8-9
AM) typically encounter less traffic and easier truck positioning than afternoon moves.

1. **Prepare for seasonal weather**: Chicago weather varies dramatically by season.
Winter moves require extra precautions for icy stairs and sidewalks, while summer heat
and humidity demand frequent breaks and hydration. Have floor protection ready
regardless of season.

1. **Label boxes by room and priority**: In multi-floor walk-ups, clearly labeled boxes help
movers place items in correct rooms immediately, avoiding the need to carry boxes up
and down stairs multiple times.

Getting Settled in Your New Logan Square Home

Once your belongings arrive, prioritize setting up essential systems before unpacking decorative
items. Test all utilities including heat (crucial before Chicago winter), hot water, electrical outlets,
and ensure your internet installation is scheduled promptly — many providers require 1-2 weeks
lead time. Walk through your new space documenting any existing damage with photos and
notes, then submit this documentation to your landlord within the timeframe specified in your
lease (typically 48-72 hours) to protect your security deposit.

Registering your vehicle for Zone 2 residential parking should happen immediately if you drive.
Without a residential parking permit, you're limited to two-hour street parking during daytime
hours, which becomes unsustainable quickly. Apply online through the City of Chicago website
with proof of residency and vehicle registration. While processing, park in nearby commercial



lots overnight or look for unrestricted street parking outside permit zones. Taking these practical
first steps provides stability as you transition into your new Logan Square home.

Connect with your new community by exploring the neighborhood on foot. Introduce yourself to
immediate neighbors, who often provide invaluable local knowledge about everything from the
best taco spots to which streets flood during heavy rain. Visit local businesses, attend
community meetings at the Logan Square Neighborhood Association, and check neighborhood
social media groups to stay informed about events, safety updates, and local discussions.
Logan Square residents take pride in their community and generally welcome newcomers eager
to participate in neighborhood life.

Frequently Asked Questions About Moving to Logan Square

Q: How much does it cost to move to Logan Square?

A: Moving costs to Logan Square typically range from $300-$800 for local moves
depending on apartment size, floor level, and distance traveled. A studio or one-bedroom
apartment move within Chicago usually costs $300-$500, while larger apartments
requiring more crew members and time can reach $600-$800. Factors like walk-up stairs,
tight stairwells in vintage buildings, and peak summer season demand can increase
costs. Request detailed estimates from multiple companies that understand Logan
Square’s specific building types.

Q: Do | need a parking permit to move to Logan Square?

A: Yes, you need a temporary moving truck parking permit for Logan Square residential
streets. Logan Square is designated Zone 2 for parking enforcement, and you must
request permits at least 10 business days in advance through Chicago's 311 system.
Without proper permits, your moving truck faces tickets and potential towing, which can
delay your entire move. The permit reserves specific parking spaces on your street for
your moving day, ensuring your truck can park directly in front of your building.

Q: When is the best time to move to Logan Square?

A: Late fall through early spring (October through April) offers the best moving
conditions in Logan Square with better availability and potentially lower costs. Summer
months from May through September represent peak moving season when demand is
highest, apartment leases turn over, and scheduling becomes more competitive. If you
must move during summer, book your movers 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your
preferred date and avoid premium rates charged during the busiest periods.

Q: Is Logan Square a good neighborhood for families?



A: Logan Square is increasingly popular with young families due to affordable housing,
excellent parks, and community atmosphere. The neighborhood features several
well-regarded public schools, multiple playgrounds including the popular Turf Field at
Logan Boulevard, and family-friendly businesses. The Sunday farmers market, street
festivals, and community events create opportunities for families to connect. However,
nightlife venues and late-night activity on Milwaukee Avenue mean families often prefer
residential side streets over main commercial corridors.

Q: How is public transportation in Logan Square?

A: Logan Square has excellent public transit with three Blue Line stations (Logan Square,
California, and Western) providing 24-hour service to downtown Chicago, O'Hare Airport,
and surrounding neighborhoods. Multiple bus routes including the 76 Diversey, 74
Fullerton, and 56 Milwaukee offer additional connections throughout the Northwest Side.
The reliable Blue Line makes car-free living feasible, with most residents reaching the
Loop in 20-25 minutes. This strong transit access is a major draw for commuters and
contributes to the neighborhood's walkable, urban character.

Q: What types of buildings are common in Logan Square?

A: Logan Square predominantly features vintage walk-up apartments in two-flats and
three-flats, classic courtyard buildings, and historic graystones dating from the early
1900s. These older buildings typically include three to twelve units with high ceilings,
hardwood floors, and period architectural details, though they often lack modern
amenities like in-unit laundry or central air. Some newer construction has appeared in
recent years, particularly along major corridors, offering updated features. When moving,
prepare for narrow hallways and stairwells common in vintage buildings.

Q: What should | know about winter in Logan Square?

A: Chicago winters in Logan Square bring significant snow, ice, and temperatures
frequently below freezing from December through February. Street parking becomes
challenging during snow emergencies when overnight parking bans take effect on main
streets, and you must shovel out and claim your parking spot after storms. Vintage
apartments may have older heating systems and require space heaters or extra blankets.
Budget for higher heating bills, invest in quality winter gear, and expect to adjust your
routine around weather conditions. Many residents embrace winter with nearby ice
skating, sledding hills, and cozy neighborhood bars.

Q: Are there grocery stores and amenities within walking distance?

A: Logan Square offers excellent walkable access to groceries and daily amenities.
Options include Aldi, Whole Foods, Tony's Fresh Market, and several independent



grocers within the neighborhood. The Milwaukee Avenue corridor provides pharmacies,
banks, hardware stores, and countless restaurants and cafes. The year-round Sunday
farmers market supplements grocery shopping with local produce and specialty items.
Most residents can complete weekly errands entirely on foot or with a short bike ride,
contributing to Logan Square's strong sense of neighborhood self-sufficiency and
community connection.

About Affordable City Movers

Affordable City Movers Chicago
3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657
Phone: 312-210-0259

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile

> Get a Free Quote: Logan Square Movers

Stay Updated on Tumblr

@ Follow our Logan Square moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and
neighborhood information.
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