
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Little Italy, 
Chicago 
 

Welcome to Little Italy 
 

Little Italy stands as one of Chicago's most cherished historic neighborhoods, where red, white, 
and green street signs welcome you to a community that has preserved its Italian heritage for 
over a century. Located on the Near West Side, just southwest of downtown and adjacent to the 
University of Illinois at Chicago campus, this tight-knit neighborhood offers an authentic slice of 
Chicago history alongside modern urban conveniences. Tree-lined streets feature classic 
brownstones and vintage architecture, while the aroma of fresh pasta and espresso drifts from 
family-owned trattorias that have served generations of Chicagoans. 

 

What makes Little Italy truly special is its ability to honor tradition while embracing change. The 
neighborhood successfully balances its rich Italian-American culture with a growing population 
of students, young professionals, and families drawn to its walkable streets and strong 
community identity. From the annual Festa Italiana to the weekly farmers market at the historic 
Piazza DiMaggio, Little Italy maintains an Old World charm that feels increasingly rare in 
modern Chicago. The neighborhood's central location provides easy access to the rest of the 
city while retaining a distinct character that makes residents feel like they're part of something 
special. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Little Italy strategically can save you both money and stress. Late fall 
through early spring typically offers better availability and more flexible scheduling options, as 
these months fall outside the peak moving season. Summer months from May through 
September see significantly higher demand due to UIC's academic calendar and the general 
preference for warm-weather moves, so you'll want to book 3-4 weeks in advance if relocating 
during this busy period. Experienced Little Italy movers handle these logistics daily and can help 
you navigate the neighborhood's specific requirements regardless of when you choose to 
relocate. 

 

The logistics of moving in Little Italy require more planning than some Chicago neighborhoods 
due to parking restrictions and historic building considerations. Most residential streets in Little 
Italy fall under Zone 2 parking, meaning you'll need to secure temporary moving truck parking 
permits through the City of Chicago 311 system—and these must be requested at least 10 
business days before your moving date. Parking enforcement is active and consistent in this 
area, so proper permits aren't optional. Additionally, many of Little Italy's charming vintage 
buildings feature narrow hallways, tight staircases, and older elevator systems (if elevators exist 
at all), making professional experience with the neighborhood's building types particularly 
valuable on moving day. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/little-italy-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/little-italy-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/little-italy-movers


Living Here 
 

Daily life in Little Italy offers a uniquely balanced urban experience. With an average rent around 
$1,600, the neighborhood provides relatively accessible housing compared to nearby areas like 
the West Loop, while maintaining excellent connectivity to the rest of Chicago via the Blue Line. 
The neighborhood's compact, walkable layout means most daily errands can be accomplished 
on foot—whether you're grabbing fresh mozzarella from a specialty market, enjoying a 
cappuccino at a sidewalk café, or picking up essentials from the local grocery stores. Taylor 
Street serves as the neighborhood's main commercial corridor, lined with restaurants ranging 
from white-tablecloth establishments to casual counter-service spots, many still run by the 
families that founded them decades ago. 

 

The housing stock in Little Italy reflects the neighborhood's evolution over more than a century. 
You'll find classic Chicago walk-up apartments in vintage three-flats and brownstones, many 
featuring original architectural details like decorative cornices and bay windows. Mixed among 
these historic buildings are modern condo developments and renovated loft spaces, particularly 
near the UIC campus. This variety means your moving day experience can differ significantly 
depending on your specific building—a third-floor walk-up in a 1920s courtyard building requires 
different planning than a newer elevator building. The neighborhood's proximity to UIC also 
means that August and May see particularly high moving activity, with students coming and 
going alongside permanent residents. 

 

Moving Tips for Little Italy 
 

1.​ **Secure your parking permits early**: Submit your temporary parking permit request 
through Chicago 311 at least 10-14 business days before your move date. Specify the 
exact address and time window, and confirm approval before moving day. 

 

1.​ **Communicate building requirements in advance**: Many Little Italy buildings require 
certificate of insurance from moving companies and advance notice to property 
management. Confirm these details at both your origin and destination addresses at 
least one week ahead. 

 

1.​ **Plan for limited parking**: Streets like Taylor, Loomis, and Aberdeen have particularly 
limited parking options. Consider scheduling your move for early morning (7-9 AM) when 
street parking is most available if you're unable to secure permitted space directly in 
front of your building. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for stairs**: The majority of Little Italy residences involve at least one flight of 
stairs. Accurately communicate your building's layout to your moving company, including 
floor number and whether there's an elevator, to ensure appropriate crew size and 
pricing. 

 

1.​ **Watch the UIC academic calendar**: Avoid the last week of August and first week of 



May if possible, as thousands of students move simultaneously, creating traffic 
congestion and limited moving company availability throughout the neighborhood. 

 

1.​ **Protect common areas**: Many vintage Little Italy buildings have original tile floors, 
narrow doorways, and detailed woodwork. Use door jamb protectors and floor coverings 
to prevent damage that could impact your security deposit. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've completed your move, start by registering for a Zone 2 residential parking permit if 
you own a vehicle—these are essential for street parking and can be obtained through the 
Chicago City Clerk's office with proof of residency. Take time to explore Taylor Street on foot and 
introduce yourself to local shop owners; Little Italy's community feel is built on these personal 
connections. Register with ComEd and Peoples Gas for utilities, and familiarize yourself with the 
neighborhood's Blue Line stops at UIC-Halsted and Racine for your daily commute. Consider 
joining the University Village Association or attending community events at the nearby National 
Italian American Sports Hall of Fame to quickly connect with your new neighbors and 
understand the neighborhood's rhythm. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Little Italy 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Little Italy Chicago? 

A: Moving costs in Little Italy typically range from $400-700 for a studio or one-bedroom 
apartment to $900-1,500 for larger two or three-bedroom units. Costs vary based on floor 
level (walk-ups require more labor), distance, and season. Summer months command 
premium pricing due to high demand from UIC students and general seasonal factors. 

 

Q: Do I need moving permits in Little Italy? 

A: Yes, most Little Italy streets require temporary parking permits for moving trucks, 
which must be requested at least 10 business days in advance through Chicago 311. 
Zone 2 parking enforcement is active throughout the neighborhood, and moving without 
proper permits can result in tickets or towing that will delay your entire moving day. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Little Italy? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best combination of availability and pricing. 
Specifically avoid late August and early May when UIC students move en masse. If 
summer moving is unavoidable, book 3-4 weeks ahead and expect higher rates and 
limited time slot availability throughout the neighborhood. 

 

Q: What moving challenges are specific to Little Italy buildings? 

A: Little Italy's vintage architecture means many buildings have narrow staircases (often 
less than 36 inches wide), no elevators, tight turns in hallways, and street-level entries 



with multiple steps. Larger furniture pieces may require disassembly or special 
maneuvering. Professional movers familiar with the neighborhood's pre-war construction 
understand these challenges and plan accordingly. 

 

Q: Why do people choose to live in Little Italy? 

A: Little Italy attracts residents seeking authentic neighborhood character with urban 
convenience—historic charm, family-owned restaurants serving exceptional Italian 
cuisine, strong community identity, and easy Blue Line access to downtown and O'Hare. 
The neighborhood offers better value than nearby West Loop while maintaining 
walkability and the central location that defines great Chicago neighborhoods. 

 

Q: Is street parking difficult on moving day in Little Italy? 

A: Street parking is extremely limited throughout Little Italy, particularly on main 
corridors like Taylor Street and near UIC campus. Without advance parking permits, 
finding space for a moving truck is nearly impossible, especially during peak times. This 
is why securing temporary parking permits through 311 is essential rather than optional 
for Little Italy moves. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Little Italy Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Little Italy moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Greektown 

• Moving to Fulton Market 

• Moving to Printer's Row 
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• Moving to Printer's Row 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=1iRJ7OqD3vI-0X-bm40JwqpOTmG7a8k-yNYwe_GAWeqw
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