
Moving Guide for Lincoln Square, Chicago 
 

Welcome to Lincoln Square 
 

Lincoln Square stands out as one of Chicago's most charming North Side neighborhoods, 
where German heritage meets modern urban living. Tree-lined streets showcase beautiful 
residential architecture, while the bustling Lincoln Avenue corridor offers an impressive array of 
locally-owned restaurants, shops, and gathering spaces. The neighborhood's centerpiece, the 
iconic Glockenspiel clock tower in the Lincoln Square plaza, rings out traditional melodies and 
serves as a beloved meeting spot for residents. Families are drawn to the area's excellent 
schools, safe streets, and genuine community atmosphere that makes neighbors feel more like 
friends. 

 

What truly distinguishes Lincoln Square is its ability to maintain small-town charm within a major 
city. The neighborhood celebrates its roots through the annual Square Roots Festival and 
German-American Fest, while also embracing contemporary culture with independent 
bookstores, craft breweries, and a thriving music scene at the Old Town School of Folk Music. 
Unlike other Chicago neighborhoods that have undergone rapid gentrification, Lincoln Square 
has evolved gradually, preserving the character that made it special while adding modern 
amenities. The result is a welcoming community where longtime residents and newcomers alike 
enjoy quality coffee shops, family-owned businesses, and parks that host concerts and farmers 
markets throughout the year. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Lincoln Square can significantly impact both availability and cost. Late fall 
through early spring typically offers better availability and more flexible scheduling options. 
Summer months from May through September represent peak moving season, with higher 
demand from families coordinating moves around school schedules. To secure your preferred 
date and ensure a smooth transition, book 3-4 weeks in advance, especially if you're moving 
during the busy season. Weekend moves in summer may require even more advance planning, 
as Lincoln Square's desirability means many residents are relocating simultaneously. 

 

Understanding the logistics specific to Lincoln Square will help your moving day run smoothly. 
The neighborhood requires temporary moving truck parking permits for most residential streets, 
which must be requested at least 10 business days in advance through the City of Chicago 311 
system. Parking enforcement is active in Zone 2, making proper permits essential to avoid 
tickets or towing complications. Experienced Lincoln Square movers handle these logistics daily 
and can guide you through the permit process while coordinating with building management 
about elevator reservations, loading dock access, and any specific move-in requirements your 
new home may have. 
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https://affordablecitymovers.com/lincoln-square-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/lincoln-square-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/lincoln-square-movers


Living Here 
 

Lincoln Square offers an exceptional quality of life with its diverse mix of housing options and 
convenient amenities. The neighborhood features vintage walk-up apartments with classic 
Chicago character, modern condominiums with updated amenities, and single-family homes on 
quiet residential streets. The Brown Line provides direct transit access throughout Chicago, 
making downtown commutes straightforward while keeping you connected to the city. Average 
rent hovers around $1,500, which remains relatively reasonable for a neighborhood with such 
strong schools, low crime rates, and abundant local businesses within walking distance. 

 

Daily life in Lincoln Square revolves around genuine community connections and local favorites. 
Mornings might start with coffee at Beans & Bagels or a pastry from Lutz Continental Café, a 
German bakery serving the neighborhood since 1948. The Lincoln Square Farmers Market 
brings residents together every Tuesday during growing season, while Giddings Plaza offers 
green space for picnics and people-watching. Families appreciate the proximity to parks like 
Welles Park with its fieldhouse and pool, while music lovers frequent concerts at the Old Town 
School. Restaurant options span from traditional German fare at Chicago Brauhaus to 
contemporary American cuisine at Gather, with everything from Thai to Mexican to upscale 
dining in between. The neighborhood truly offers something for everyone without requiring you 
to leave the area. 

 

Moving Tips 
 

1.​ **Request parking permits early**: Submit your temporary no-parking permit request at 
least 10 business days before your move through Chicago 311. Have your exact moving 
date, times, and specific street locations ready when you apply. 

 

1.​ **Know your building's requirements**: Contact your building management or landlord at 
least two weeks before moving to reserve elevator time, obtain loading dock access 
codes, and understand any insurance or deposit requirements for moving day. 

 

1.​ **Plan for stair navigation**: Many Lincoln Square buildings are vintage walk-ups without 
elevators. Discuss floor level with your moving company during booking so they can 
allocate appropriate crew size and time. 

 

1.​ **Time your move strategically**: Start early in the day, especially on weekends when 
Lincoln Avenue traffic increases with brunch crowds and shoppers. Morning moves 
typically face fewer parking conflicts and street congestion. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for narrow hallways**: Older buildings in Lincoln Square often feature narrow 
staircases and tight turns. Measure large furniture pieces beforehand and consider 
disassembly options for couches, bed frames, and dressers. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with neighbors**: In courtyard buildings or multi-unit houses, give neighbors 



a heads-up about your moving day to maintain good relationships and avoid blocking 
shared spaces unexpectedly. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, take time to explore and connect with your new community. Register for 
a Zone 2 parking permit through the City Clerk's office if you have a vehicle—residential parking 
can be competitive, especially in the denser blocks near Lincoln Avenue. Visit the Lincoln 
Square Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce website for newcomer information and local 
business directories. Stop by Sulzer Regional Library, one of Chicago's best public libraries, to 
get your library card and check their calendar of community events. Take walks through the 
neighborhood to discover your favorite local spots, introduce yourself to shopkeepers, and start 
building the connections that make Lincoln Square feel like home. Many residents find that 
joining neighborhood Facebook groups or attending community meetings at the Lincoln Square 
Ravenswood Community Council helps them quickly feel part of the fabric of this welcoming 
neighborhood. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Lincoln Square 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Lincoln Square? 

A: Moving costs in Lincoln Square typically range from $400-$800 for a one-bedroom 
apartment and $800-$1,500 for a two-bedroom, depending on floor level, building type, 
and season. Walk-up buildings without elevators may cost more due to additional labor 
requirements. Summer weekend moves command premium rates compared to weekday 
or off-season moves. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Lincoln Square? 

A: Yes, you need a temporary no-parking permit for residential streets in Lincoln Square. 
Submit your request through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days in advance. The 
permit allows movers to park directly in front of your building, preventing tickets and 
ensuring efficient loading and unloading on moving day. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Lincoln Square? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best moving conditions in Lincoln Square, 
with greater availability, more flexible scheduling, and often better rates. Avoid peak 
season from May through September when families coordinate moves around school 
schedules, creating higher demand and limited availability for preferred dates. 

 

Q: What moving challenges are specific to Lincoln Square buildings? 

A: Lincoln Square's vintage walk-up apartments often feature narrow staircases, tight 
corners, and no elevator access. Some buildings have specific move-in hours, require 
insurance certificates, or have limited loading areas. Courtyard buildings may restrict 
truck access to street parking only, requiring longer carries through hallways and 



outdoor spaces. 

 

Q: What makes Lincoln Square worth the move? 

A: Lincoln Square offers exceptional neighborhood character with German heritage, 
independent businesses, and genuine community atmosphere rarely found in major 
cities. The area combines family-friendly amenities like excellent schools and parks with 
urban conveniences including diverse dining, Brown Line access, and cultural venues. 
Residents enjoy small-town feel with big-city access. 

 

Q: Is parking difficult in Lincoln Square after moving in? 

A: Residential parking in Lincoln Square requires a Zone 2 permit but is generally 
manageable, especially on side streets away from Lincoln Avenue. Blocks closest to 
commercial areas and the Brown Line face more competition. Most apartment buildings 
built after 1990 include dedicated parking, while vintage buildings typically rely on street 
parking. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Lincoln Square Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Lincoln Square moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Ravenswood 

• Moving to Rogers Park 

• Moving to North Center 

• Moving to Roscoe Village 
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• Moving to Albany Park 

 

• Moving to Albany Park 
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