
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Lakeview, 
Chicago 
 

Welcome to Lakeview 
 

Lakeview stands as one of Chicago's most dynamic and sought-after North Side 
neighborhoods, offering an unbeatable combination of urban energy and lakefront living. 
Stretching along Lake Michigan from Diversey Parkway north to Irving Park Road, this vibrant 
community has earned its reputation as a cornerstone of Chicago residential life. Home to the 
iconic Wrigleyville district, Lakeview pulses with activity year-round, from Cubs games at historic 
Wrigley Field to countless neighborhood festivals that draw visitors from across the city. 

 

What truly sets Lakeview apart is its remarkable diversity—not just in its residents, but in the 
experiences the neighborhood offers. Within a single afternoon, you can browse independent 
bookshops on North Broadway, catch a show at one of several historic theaters, sample cuisine 
from dozens of international restaurants, and still make it to the lakefront for sunset. The 
neighborhood seamlessly blends vintage Chicago charm with modern amenities, creating an 
environment where young professionals, families, and long-time Chicagoans all find their place. 

 

The area's character varies distinctly by sub-neighborhood. East Lakeview offers tree-lined 
residential streets and lakefront access, while the Boystown corridor celebrates its identity as 
the city's vibrant LGBTQ+ district. Wrigleyville brings sports culture and nightlife, and West 
Lakeview provides a quieter, more residential atmosphere. This variety within one neighborhood 
means residents can find exactly the vibe they're seeking while enjoying access to everything 
Lakeview offers. With walkability scores among the highest in Chicago, excellent public transit 
connections, and the lakefront trail just blocks away, it's no wonder Lakeview consistently ranks 
as one of the most desirable places to live in the city. 

 

Planning Your Move to Lakeview 
 

Timing your move to Lakeview can significantly impact both your experience and your budget. 
Late fall through early spring typically offers the best availability and flexibility for scheduling 
your move. Summer months—particularly May through September—represent peak moving 
season in this neighborhood, driven by the concentration of rental leases that turn over on June 
1st and the influx of recent graduates relocating to Chicago. During these busy months, you'll 
want to book your moving date at least 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your preferred time slot 
and ensure proper planning. 

 

Before moving day arrives, understanding Lakeview's specific logistics is essential. This is a 
busy urban neighborhood with narrow streets, active parking enforcement, and significant foot 
traffic, especially near Wrigley Field on game days. Most residential streets in Lakeview require 
temporary moving truck parking permits, which you'll need to request at least 10 business days 



in advance through the City of Chicago 311 system (call 311 or visit 311.chicago.gov). Lakeview 
falls within Zone 1 for residential parking permits, where enforcement is particularly active, so 
skipping this step isn't an option—unpermitted moving trucks will be ticketed. When working with 
experienced Lakeview movers who understand these local requirements, they can often guide 
you through the permit process and know exactly where trucks can legally position for the most 
efficient loading and unloading. 

 

The neighborhood's building types also influence moving logistics. Lakeview features everything 
from classic Chicago three-flats and vintage walk-ups to modern high-rises with loading dock 
requirements. Many buildings have narrow staircases, tight hallways, and no elevators, while 
others require advance reservation for elevator use and specific moving hours. Contact your 
building management at least two weeks before your move to understand any specific 
requirements, insurance certificates needed, or time restrictions. If you're moving during 
baseball season (April through October), check the Cubs' home game schedule—streets around 
Wrigley Field become restricted on game days, and traffic can add significant time to your move 
if you don't plan accordingly. 

 

Living in Lakeview 
 

Life in Lakeview centers around accessibility and community. The neighborhood is exceptionally 
well-served by public transit, with the Red, Brown, and Purple Lines providing multiple stations 
throughout the area. The Belmont station serves as a major hub where these lines intersect, 
offering some of the most frequent service in the city and connecting you to downtown Chicago 
in under 20 minutes. The Red Line runs 24/7, meaning you're never without transit access, 
while the Brown and Purple Lines serve commuters heading to the Loop and beyond. Multiple 
bus routes crisscross the neighborhood, and the lakefront trail offers a scenic commuting option 
for cyclists year-round. 

 

With an average rent around $1,900 for a one-bedroom apartment, Lakeview sits in the 
moderate-to-higher range for Chicago neighborhoods, reflecting its desirability and amenities. 
This figure varies significantly based on specific location, building type, and apartment 
features—a vintage walk-up studio near Southport might rent for $1,400, while a modern 
one-bedroom with lake views in East Lakeview can exceed $2,500. The neighborhood's housing 
stock reflects over a century of Chicago development, from beautifully maintained greystone 
buildings dating to the early 1900s to contemporary condos with modern amenities. Many 
buildings lack central air conditioning and in-unit laundry, typical of older Chicago construction, 
though updated units increasingly offer these features. 

 

The neighborhood's dining and entertainment options are genuinely unmatched. Halsted Street 
through Boystown features dozens of bars, restaurants, and entertainment venues, while 
Southport Avenue offers a more boutique shopping and dining experience. Clark Street 
transforms from sports bars near Wrigley to upscale restaurants as you move south. Grocery 
shopping is convenient with multiple options including Whole Foods, Jewel-Osco, Target, and 
Trader Joe's all within the neighborhood, plus farmers' markets during warmer months. The 
lakefront is Lakeview's crown jewel—residents enjoy immediate access to beaches, running and 
biking paths, harbors, and green space that provide an escape from urban density without 
leaving the neighborhood. 
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Practical Moving Tips for Lakeview 
 

1.​ **Secure your parking permits early**: Contact 311 at least 10 business days before your 
move to obtain temporary no-parking signs for your moving truck. Have your exact 
address, preferred dates, and street location ready when calling. 

 

1.​ **Check the Cubs schedule**: If moving between April and October, verify that your 
moving day doesn't coincide with a home game at Wrigley Field. Game days mean 
street closures, no parking zones, and heavy traffic that can significantly delay your 
move, especially in East Lakeview and Wrigleyville. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate building access carefully**: Many Lakeview buildings require advance 
notice for moves, certificates of insurance from moving companies, elevator 
reservations, or have specific moving hours (often excluding evenings and weekends). 
Confirm these details at least two weeks in advance. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for stairs**: The majority of Lakeview's housing stock consists of walk-ups 
without elevators. If you're moving to a third-floor apartment in a vintage building, pack 
strategically and be realistic about furniture that needs to navigate narrow staircases and 
landings. 

 

1.​ **Plan for limited truck access**: Many Lakeview streets are narrow with parked cars on 
both sides. Your moving truck may need to position farther from your building entrance 
than ideal, meaning a longer carry distance. This is normal for the 
neighborhood—professional movers account for this in their planning. 

 

1.​ **Account for meter parking**: If you or your movers need additional parking beyond the 
permitted zone, be prepared to feed meters continuously. The ParkChicago app makes 
this easier and allows you to extend time remotely during your move. 

 

1.​ **Consider timing for building entry**: If you have flexibility, weekday moves often 
encounter less neighborhood congestion than weekends. However, some buildings 
restrict weekday moves to protect other residents, so verify your building's policies first. 

 

Getting Settled in Your New Lakeview Home 
 

Once the boxes are unpacked, your first priority should be obtaining your residential parking 
permit if you have a car. Zone 1 permits are available through the City of Chicago website and 
require proof of residency and vehicle registration. Street parking is notoriously competitive in 
Lakeview, particularly in high-density areas and near Wrigley Field, so many residents opt for 
monthly parking in one of the neighborhood's numerous parking garages—expect to pay 
$150-250 monthly depending on location. 



 

Register to vote at your new address, update your driver's license, and familiarize yourself with 
trash and recycling pickup schedules (the city provides a detailed schedule by address on its 
website). Lakeview has an active network of neighborhood associations and community 
groups—the Lakeview Chamber of Commerce, the Northalsted Business Alliance, and various 
block clubs offer great ways to connect with neighbors and stay informed about local issues. 
Join local social media groups and download neighborhood apps like Nextdoor to plug into 
community conversations, find recommendations, and learn about events. The Lakeview branch 
of the Chicago Public Library on Broadway offers not just books but community programming, 
free WiFi, and local resources that help new residents feel at home quickly. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions About Moving to Lakeview 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move to Lakeview, Chicago? 

 

A: Moving costs to Lakeview typically range from $400-800 for a studio or one-bedroom 
apartment within Chicago, and $800-1,500 for a two or three-bedroom home, depending 
on distance, stairs, and timing. Peak summer months (May-September) command 
premium rates due to high demand, while fall and winter moves often offer better pricing. 
Additional factors like walk-up floors without elevators, long carrying distances from 
truck to building entrance, and weekend moves can increase costs. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move to Lakeview? 

 

A: Yes, you need temporary no-parking permits for your moving truck on most Lakeview 
residential streets. Request these permits at least 10 business days in advance through 
the City of Chicago 311 system by calling 311 or visiting 311.chicago.gov. Lakeview is in 
Zone 1 with active parking enforcement, and unpermitted trucks will be ticketed. The city 
will post temporary no-parking signs at your requested location for your moving day. 

 

Q: What is the best time of year to move to Lakeview? 

 

A: Late fall through early spring (October through April) offers the best moving 
availability and often better pricing in Lakeview. Summer months, particularly June 1st 
when many Chicago leases turn over, represent peak moving season with higher demand 
and costs. Book 3-4 weeks in advance during busy summer months, or 2-3 weeks ahead 
during slower winter months for best availability. 

 

Q: How do Cubs games affect moving in Lakeview? 

 

A: Cubs home games significantly impact moves near Wrigley Field, with street closures, 
restricted parking zones, and heavy traffic from April through October. If moving to 



Wrigleyville or East Lakeview, check the Cubs' schedule and avoid game days when 
possible. Streets within several blocks of the stadium become congested 2-3 hours 
before first pitch and remain busy until after the game ends, potentially adding hours to 
your move. 

 

Q: What type of buildings are common in Lakeview? 

 

A: Lakeview features predominantly vintage walk-up apartments (two to four stories 
without elevators), classic Chicago three-flats, and greystone buildings with narrow 
staircases and hallways. The neighborhood also has modern mid-rise and high-rise 
buildings, particularly along the lakefront, which typically offer elevators but require 
advance reservations for moves. Most vintage buildings date from the early 1900s and 
present unique moving challenges like tight turns and steep stairs. 

 

Q: Is Lakeview a good neighborhood to live in Chicago? 

 

A: Lakeview consistently ranks as one of Chicago's most desirable neighborhoods due 
to excellent walkability, diverse dining and entertainment, strong public transit access via 
Red, Brown, and Purple Lines, and immediate lakefront access. With average rents 
around $1,900, the area attracts young professionals, families, and LGBTQ+ residents. 
The neighborhood offers distinct sub-areas from vibrant Wrigleyville to residential East 
Lakeview, allowing residents to find their preferred atmosphere within one community. 

 

Q: How is parking in Lakeview? 

 

A: Parking in Lakeview is challenging and competitive, particularly near Wrigley Field 
and high-density areas along Halsted and Broadway. Zone 1 residential parking permits 
are required for street parking and available through the City of Chicago for residents. 
Many residents opt for monthly garage parking ($150-250/month) due to limited street 
availability. On Cubs game days, temporary no-parking zones are enforced extensively 
around Wrigleyville, making garage parking nearly essential in that area. 

 

Q: What public transportation serves Lakeview? 

 

A: Lakeview is served by the CTA Red Line (24/7 service), Brown Line, and Purple Line, 
with major stations at Belmont, Addison, Sheridan, Wellington, Diversey, and Southport. 
The Belmont station serves as a major transit hub where all three lines intersect, 
providing frequent service downtown in under 20 minutes. Multiple bus routes including 
the #8 Halsted, #22 Clark, and #36 Broadway provide additional coverage throughout the 
neighborhood, making Lakeview one of the best-connected areas in Chicago. 

 



About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Lakeview Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Lakeview moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Wicker Park 

• Moving to Bucktown 

• Moving to Logan Square 

 

• Moving to Logan Square 
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