
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Lake Station, 
Indiana 
 

Welcome to Lake Station 
 

Lake Station is a small industrial city in Northwest Indiana that offers an appealing alternative to 
Chicago's high cost of living while maintaining convenient access to urban amenities. Located 
approximately one hour from Chicago in Lake County, this community has become increasingly 
popular with families and professionals seeking more affordable housing, larger living spaces, 
and a quieter residential environment. The city's proximity to major highways makes commuting 
to Chicago feasible for those who work in the city but prefer the slower pace and lower 
expenses of Northwest Indiana living. 

 

What makes Lake Station unique is its blend of industrial heritage and residential 
neighborhoods that create a distinctly working-class character. Unlike some of the more upscale 
Indiana suburbs, Lake Station maintains an authentic, unpretentious atmosphere where 
neighbors know each other and community matters. The city offers practical benefits including 
significantly lower property taxes compared to Illinois, more space for your money, and access 
to Lake County's well-regarded school districts. For families relocating from cramped Chicago 
apartments or those looking to purchase their first home, Lake Station represents an achievable 
step toward homeownership and more breathing room. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Lake Station strategically can make the entire process smoother and more 
cost-effective. Summer months are the most popular time for family relocations, as parents aim 
to get settled before the new school year begins. If you're planning a summer move, booking 
3-4 weeks in advance during this peak season is essential to secure your preferred moving 
date. However, fall and spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability, less competition 
for moving dates, and often more flexible scheduling options. Cross-state moves between 
Illinois and Indiana require extra planning time compared to local moves, so starting your 
preparation early pays dividends. 

 

The logistics of moving between Chicago and Lake Station involve navigating toll routes and 
coordinating timing around traffic patterns. Experienced Lake Station movers handle these 
logistics daily and understand the most efficient routes. The primary corridor uses I-94 to I-80/94 
(Indiana Toll Road), with toll costs typically ranging from $10-14 total including the Chicago 
Skyway ($6.00) and Indiana Toll Road segments (approximately $4-8 depending on your exit). 
Professional movers factor these toll costs into estimates upfront and plan departure times to 
avoid Chicago's notorious rush hour congestion, which can add an hour or more to your travel 
time. 
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Living Here 
 

Life in Lake Station offers a marked contrast to Chicago's urban intensity. The day-to-day 
experience centers around residential neighborhoods, local shopping, and community spaces 
rather than the constant activity of city living. You'll find yourself driving more—a car becomes 
essential rather than optional—but you'll also discover the benefits of easier parking, shorter 
lines, and more accessible services. Lake Station provides basic amenities including grocery 
stores, restaurants, and essential services, while bigger shopping destinations and 
entertainment options are a reasonable drive away in neighboring communities or back toward 
Chicago when desired. 

 

One of the strongest draws for families moving to Lake Station is access to Lake County school 
districts, where many parents report excellent educational experiences and smaller class sizes 
compared to Chicago Public Schools. This factor alone drives many family relocations, with 
parents timing their moves during summer months to ensure their children start fresh in new 
schools at the beginning of the academic year. The community's affordability allows families to 
live in larger homes with yards, creating a different childhood experience than high-rise 
apartment living. The area's location provides the best of both worlds: space and affordability for 
daily living, with Chicago's cultural attractions, professional opportunities, and urban excitement 
still accessible for day trips or special occasions. 

 

Moving Tips for Lake Station 
 

1.​ **Schedule around traffic patterns**: Plan your moving day to arrive in Lake Station 
during mid-morning or early afternoon, avoiding both Chicago morning rush hour and 
Indiana's evening commute times. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for toll payments**: Ensure you have an I-PASS or E-ZPass transponder, or 
budget for cash tolls along I-94 and the Indiana Toll Road—professional movers include 
these costs, but personal vehicles need to account for them. 

 

1.​ **Verify your new address requirements**: Contact Lake Station's city offices to confirm 
any parking permits or street regulations for your specific neighborhood, especially if 
you're moving to a street with limited parking. 

 

1.​ **Update your state documentation promptly**: Indiana requires new residents to obtain 
an Indiana driver's license within 60 days of establishing residency and register vehicles 
within 60 days, so plan time for BMV visits. 

 

1.​ **Research utility providers early**: Unlike Chicago's standardized systems, Lake Station 
may have different utility companies for gas, electric, water, and internet—contact 
providers 2-3 weeks before your move to schedule connections. 

 

1.​ **Consider the school calendar**: If you have children, contact your assigned school 



district immediately after securing housing to begin enrollment paperwork, as summer 
registration can fill up quickly for popular programs. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've arrived in Lake Station, prioritize establishing your Indiana residency and 
connecting with local resources. Register to vote in Lake County, switch your vehicle registration 
and driver's license to Indiana, and establish relationships with new healthcare providers, 
dentists, and veterinarians if needed. Take time to explore your neighborhood, introduce 
yourself to neighbors, and locate your closest grocery stores, pharmacies, and gas stations. 
Many newcomers find that joining local Facebook groups or community organizations helps 
them plug into Lake Station life more quickly. Give yourself grace during the adjustment 
period—moving from an urban environment to a smaller industrial city involves cultural shifts 
beyond just changing your address, and it typically takes a few months to truly feel at home in 
your new community. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Lake Station 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Lake Station? 

A: Moving costs between Chicago and Lake Station typically range from $800-2,200 
depending on home size, distance, and services needed. This cross-state move of 
approximately 30-40 miles requires professional movers licensed for interstate 
relocation. Factors affecting price include the volume of belongings, stairs or elevator 
access, toll costs, and whether you need packing services. Request detailed estimates 
from multiple companies to compare. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Lake Station? 

A: Summer is most popular for families coordinating with school schedules, but fall and 
spring offer better availability and less competition for moving dates. Book 3-4 weeks 
ahead for summer moves, but you'll find more flexibility in September-November or 
March-May. Avoid moving during Chicago winter weather when icy roads and 
snowstorms can delay cross-state relocations. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits to move in Lake Station? 

A: Lake Station typically doesn't require specific moving permits for residential 
relocations, but you should verify parking regulations for your specific street, especially 
if the moving truck will occupy street space for extended periods. Contact Lake Station 
City Hall if your new home is on a narrow street or has limited parking to ensure the 
moving truck can legally park during loading and unloading. 

 

Q: What challenges should I expect moving from Chicago to Lake Station? 

A: The biggest adjustment is lifestyle change rather than moving logistics—you'll need a 
car for everything, shopping options are more limited, and the small-town pace differs 



from Chicago's energy. Navigating toll routes adds complexity to the physical move, and 
coordinating utility connections with different Indiana providers requires extra planning 
compared to Chicago's systems. 

 

Q: Why are families choosing Lake Station over Chicago? 

A: Affordability drives most relocations—housing costs significantly less, property taxes 
are lower in Indiana, and you get more space for your money. Families cite access to 
quality Lake County schools with smaller class sizes as a major draw. The trade-off of 
longer commutes and less urban convenience is worth it for many seeking 
homeownership and room to grow. 

 

Q: How long does the actual moving day take between Chicago and Lake Station? 

A: The drive itself is approximately one hour without traffic, but complete moving day 
timelines typically run 4-8 hours total depending on home sizes at both locations. 
Professional movers plan for loading time at your Chicago location, the drive with toll 
stops, and unloading at your Lake Station home. Starting early helps avoid traffic delays 
that can add significant time during rush hours. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Lake Station Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Lake Station moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Hobart 

• Moving to Lowell 

• Moving to Lakes of the Four Seasons 
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• Moving to Valparaiso 

• Moving to Portage 

 

• Moving to Portage 
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