
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Irving Park 
 

Welcome to Irving Park 
 

Irving Park stands as one of Chicago's most authentic Northwest Side neighborhoods, where 
tree-lined streets showcase historic brick bungalows and charming two-flats that tell the story of 
the city's early 20th-century expansion. This residential enclave has maintained its 
working-class roots while experiencing steady revitalization along its commercial corridors, 
particularly on Irving Park Road and Milwaukee Avenue. The neighborhood attracts families, 
young professionals, and long-time Chicagoans who appreciate the balance between urban 
convenience and genuine community atmosphere. With its affordable housing stock, improving 
local businesses, and strong neighborhood identity, Irving Park offers a slice of classic Chicago 
living without the premium prices of trendier areas. 

 

What makes Irving Park unique is its authentic character that hasn't been overly polished by 
rapid gentrification. The neighborhood features Independence Park as its central gathering 
space, surrounded by blocks of well-maintained vintage homes that show pride of ownership 
spanning generations. You'll find locally-owned restaurants, authentic Polish delis, and 
family-run shops that have served the community for decades, creating a neighborhood feel 
that's increasingly rare in Chicago. The area's architectural diversity—from classic Chicago 
bungalows to courtyard buildings and newer condo developments—reflects the neighborhood's 
evolution while maintaining its distinct identity as a place where working families can still afford 
to plant roots. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your Irving Park move strategically can save you both money and stress. Late fall 
through early spring typically offers better availability with moving companies and more flexible 
scheduling options. Summer months from May through September represent peak moving 
season, when demand skyrockets and prices increase accordingly. If you're planning a summer 
move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your preferred time slot. Weather 
considerations matter less here than in some Chicago neighborhoods since most Irving Park 
buildings have nearby street access, though winter moves during major snowstorms can still 
present challenges. Experienced Irving Park movers handle these logistics daily and can advise 
on the best timing for your specific situation. 

 

The logistics of moving in Irving Park center around proper planning and permit acquisition. 
Since most residential streets require temporary moving truck parking permits, you'll need to 
contact the City of Chicago 311 system at least 10 business days before your move date to 
request the necessary authorization. This advance notice isn't just a suggestion—it's essential 
for avoiding parking tickets and ensuring your moving truck has legal access to your building. 
Parking enforcement actively patrols Zone 2 areas, so proper permits protect you from fines that 
could add hundreds of dollars to your moving costs. Additionally, consider the typical building 
layouts in Irving Park: many vintage buildings feature narrow hallways, steep staircases, and 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/irving-park-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/irving-park-movers


limited maneuvering space that require professional experience to navigate efficiently with 
furniture and boxes. 

 

Living Here 
 

Daily life in Irving Park revolves around its neighborhood amenities and excellent transit 
connections. The Blue Line provides direct access to downtown Chicago, O'Hare Airport, and 
neighborhoods throughout the city, making commutes straightforward for residents working 
across different parts of the metro area. The average rent of approximately $1,300 makes Irving 
Park one of the more affordable options on the Northwest Side while still offering the 
conveniences of city living. Independence Park serves as the neighborhood's recreational hub, 
offering sports fields, a swimming pool, and community events that bring neighbors together 
throughout the year. Milwaukee Avenue and Irving Park Road feature growing restaurant 
scenes with everything from traditional Polish cuisine to new cafes and bars catering to younger 
residents. 

 

The housing landscape in Irving Park presents the full spectrum of Chicago residential 
architecture. Walk-up apartments dominate many blocks, typically featuring two or three stories 
without elevators—a consideration for anyone moving heavy furniture or with mobility concerns. 
Vintage buildings built in the early 1900s offer charm and character with original hardwood floors 
and detailed woodwork, though they may also come with quirks like radiator heating and limited 
electrical outlets. Modern construction has filled in some gaps, bringing contemporary condos 
with in-unit laundry and central air to the neighborhood mix. The prevalence of brick bungalows 
with basement and attic storage provides families with the space they need at prices that would 
be impossible in Lincoln Park or Lakeview. Understanding these building types helps set 
realistic expectations for your moving day logistics. 

 

Moving Tips for Irving Park 
 

1.​ **Secure your parking permit early**: Request your temporary moving truck parking 
permit through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move date. Specify 
the exact address and hours you'll need the reserved space to avoid complications on 
moving day. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for walk-up challenges**: Most Irving Park buildings lack elevators, so plan for 
stairs. Clear stairwells and hallways in advance, and measure doorways and turns to 
ensure large furniture pieces will fit before moving day arrives. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate with your building**: If you're in a multi-unit building, notify neighbors about 
your moving date and reserve any common areas or loading zones your building 
requires. Some vintage buildings have specific rules about moving hours. 

 

1.​ **Plan for Zone 2 parking realities**: Post-move, you'll need a Zone 2 residential parking 
permit if you own a car. Start this process immediately since temporary permits expire, 



and parking tickets add up quickly in actively enforced areas. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utilities in advance**: Contact ComEd, Peoples Gas, and your internet 
provider 2-3 weeks before your move date. Vintage Irving Park buildings sometimes 
require in-person service appointments that book up quickly during peak moving season. 

 

1.​ **Consider the Blue Line advantage**: If you're moving with minimal furniture, the Blue 
Line's proximity makes it easy to transport smaller items yourself while professionals 
handle the heavy lifting, potentially reducing your overall moving costs. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've completed your move to Irving Park, focus on establishing yourself in the 
neighborhood quickly. Register for your residential parking permit online through the Chicago 
City Clerk's website if you haven't already, then explore the commercial corridors along Irving 
Park Road and Milwaukee Avenue to discover your new favorite coffee shop, grocery store, and 
restaurants. Join neighborhood Facebook groups and the Irving Park Community Food Pantry's 
volunteer network to meet neighbors and learn about community events. Independence Park 
offers programming through the Chicago Park District that helps newcomers connect with other 
residents. Stop by locally-owned businesses like Gene's Sausage Shop or Cafe Mustache to 
experience the neighborhood's character, and take walks through the residential streets to 
appreciate the architectural details that make Irving Park special. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Irving Park 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Irving Park? 

A: Moving costs in Irving Park typically range from $300-800 for local moves depending 
on the size of your home and amount of belongings. Two-bedroom apartments average 
$400-600, while larger homes requiring three movers cost more. Rates increase during 
peak summer months, and walk-up buildings without elevators may add surcharges for 
stair carries. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Irving Park? 

A: Yes, you need a temporary moving truck parking permit for most Irving Park 
residential streets. Request this through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before 
your move. Without proper permits, you risk parking tickets and may have to park your 
moving truck blocks away, significantly complicating your move. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Irving Park? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best moving conditions in Irving Park with 
lower demand, better availability, and often reduced rates. If you must move during 
summer peak season (May-September), book 3-4 weeks in advance. Avoid month-end 
dates when possible, as these are the busiest moving days. 



 

Q: What makes Irving Park apartments challenging to move into? 

A: Most Irving Park buildings are vintage walk-ups without elevators, featuring narrow 
staircases, tight hallway turns, and limited maneuvering space. Historic bungalows often 
have steep basement stairs and smaller doorways than modern construction. 
Professional movers experienced with these building types navigate these challenges 
efficiently with proper equipment and techniques. 

 

Q: Why do people choose to move to Irving Park? 

A: Irving Park attracts residents seeking affordable Chicago living with authentic 
neighborhood character. Average rents around $1,300 are significantly lower than 
comparable transit-accessible areas. The Blue Line provides excellent downtown access, 
while the residential streets offer quiet, tree-lined blocks with historic architecture. 
Families appreciate the genuine community feel and Independence Park's amenities. 

 

Q: Is parking difficult in Irving Park after moving in? 

A: Irving Park has Zone 2 residential parking, which is moderately competitive but 
generally manageable compared to denser Chicago neighborhoods. Most streets have 
available parking within a block of your building, though winter snow and street cleaning 
days create temporary challenges. A residential parking permit costs $25 annually and 
significantly expands your parking options throughout the zone. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Irving Park Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Irving Park moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/irving-park-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555002494648320
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555002494648320


Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Albany Park 

• Moving to Roscoe Village 

• Moving to Portage Park 

• Moving to Jefferson Park 

• Moving to Avondale 

 

• Moving to Avondale 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=1BtzHEp5YiUVIxrX3RpzNZEP2hA9C4ve1Vwc-uA8sbVg
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1Asi2xIwg-1BSaACFk6WeN9FKJZEJtVlx2mR0iGgrPwk
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1MI2eLRJikiBBLvM8Z0D-xx0A_lm21Z18fJIGSQnXLR8
https://docs.google.com/open?id=19Mo1YL7zNyS1Bqxe6V23mJ2whIcuKkK_uWSz8ISsMFY
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1aKzMMyW71KnRGWeq3JQ2L5B6PG2ltVfUv--NrL7Y4WU
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1aKzMMyW71KnRGWeq3JQ2L5B6PG2ltVfUv--NrL7Y4WU
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