Your Complete Guide to Moving to Highland Park, IL

Welcome to Highland Park

Highland Park stands out as one of Chicago's most desirable North Shore suburbs, offering an
exceptional blend of small-town charm and sophisticated urban amenities. Located
approximately 25 miles north of downtown Chicago along the scenic Lake Michigan shoreline,
this affluent community is known for its tree-lined streets, award-winning downtown area,
beautiful parks, and the iconic Ravinia Festival—the oldest outdoor music festival in North
America. The village combines historic architecture with modern conveniences, creating an
environment that appeals to professionals, growing families, and retirees alike.

What truly distinguishes Highland Park is its strong sense of community coupled with cultural
richness. The walkable downtown district features boutique shops, acclaimed restaurants, and
community gathering spaces that foster neighborhood connections. Residents enjoy access to
pristine beaches, extensive park districts, and recreational facilities while maintaining easy
access to Chicago's business centers. The combination of excellent schools, safe
neighborhoods, cultural attractions, and natural beauty makes Highland Park a destination for
families seeking the best of suburban living without sacrificing metropolitan conveniences.

Planning Your Move

Timing your Highland Park move strategically can make the entire process smoother and more
cost-effective. June through August represents peak moving season here, as families with
school-age children coordinate relocations with summer break to minimize educational
disruption. If you're planning a summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential due to
high demand and limited availability. However, fall and spring months offer excellent alternatives
with more flexible scheduling, better availability, and often less competition for preferred moving
dates. Experienced Highland Park movers handle these logistics daily and can help you identify
the optimal timing based on your specific circumstances.

Highland Park's suburban layout presents distinct logistical considerations compared to urban
Chicago moves. Most properties feature driveways and attached garages, providing convenient
access for moving trucks and reducing the complexity of loading and unloading. However, many
homes are multi-level with basements, requiring careful planning for furniture navigation through
stairways and doorways. The village's mature tree canopy and well-maintained streets are
beautiful but mean planning truck positioning carefully to avoid low-hanging branches.
Additionally, some of Highland Park's historic neighborhoods have narrower streets, and certain
residential areas require awareness of peak traffic times, particularly during school drop-off and
pick-up hours.


https://affordablecitymovers.com/highland-park-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/highland-park-movers

Living Here

Highland Park offers residents an exceptional quality of life supported by outstanding schools
and convenient commuting options. The community is served by Township High School District
113 and several elementary districts that consistently rank among the state's best, making this a
primary draw for families. Many suburban relocations are specifically timed around school
calendars, with families moving before the academic year begins or during winter and spring
breaks. For working professionals, Highland Park provides multiple commuting options to
Chicago including the Union Pacific North Metra line with stops at Highland Park and Ravinia
stations, offering regular service to downtown Chicago in approximately 40 minutes. Major
highways including I1-94 and US-41 provide additional access for drivers, though understanding
rush hour patterns helps in planning both commutes and moving day schedules.

Daily life in Highland Park centers around its robust amenities and strong community
engagement. The downtown area serves as a hub for dining, shopping, and social activities,
while the Park District maintains numerous facilities including beaches, golf courses, tennis
courts, and recreational programs for all ages. Ravinia Festival draws residents and visitors
throughout the summer for world-class musical performances in an intimate outdoor setting. The
housing stock reflects the community's established character, with a mix of historic homes,
contemporary single-family residences, townhomes, and upscale condominiums. Most
properties include driveways and garage access, making everyday life more convenient than
high-rise apartment living. Healthcare, grocery stores, and essential services are readily
accessible, and the village's commitment to maintaining green spaces and walkability enhances
the overall residential experience.

Moving Tips for Highland Park

1. **Reserve your moving date early during summer months** — School calendar-driven
moves create peak demand from mid-June through mid-August; spring and fall
relocations offer more flexibility and often better rates

1. **Measure doorways and stairways before moving day** — Many Highland Park homes
feature elegant but narrow staircases and standard-width doorways that require careful
furniture planning, especially for basement moves

1. **Check HOA or condo association requirements** — If moving into a townhome or
condominium community, verify moving hours, elevator reservations, insurance
requirements, and any specific regulations well in advance

1. **Plan for driveway and street access** — While most properties have excellent truck
access, inform your moving company about circular driveways, mature trees, or narrow
streets that might affect truck positioning

1. **Schedule utilities and services before closing** — Set up ComEd (electricity), Nicor



Gas, and water service through the City of Highland Park, and arrange internet/cable
installation to avoid delays after moving in

1. **Notify schools immediately if moving with children** — Contact your designated school
district office to begin enrollment paperwork and transfer records, especially important
for mid-year moves to ensure smooth educational transitions

Getting Settled

Once you've arrived in Highland Park, take time to explore your new community and establish
local connections. Register your vehicles with the lllinois Secretary of State and update your
driver's license within 90 days of establishing residency. Visit the Highland Park Public Library to
obtain a library card and learn about community programs and resources. Sign up for the
village's email notifications to stay informed about local events, services, and news. If you have
children, connect with your school's PTO and investigate Park District programs that help
families integrate into the community. Downtown Highland Park and the various neighborhood
business districts offer opportunities to support local businesses while discovering your new
favorite restaurants, shops, and services. The transition to Highland Park life becomes easier
when you actively engage with the welcoming community around you.

FAQs About Moving to Highland Park

Q: How much do movers cost in Highland Park?

A: Highland Park moving costs typically range from $400-$1,200 for local moves
depending on home size and distance. A two-bedroom home averages $600-$800, while
larger single-family homes may cost $1,000-$1,800. Multi-level homes with basement
items may require additional labor. Summer rates are often higher due to demand, while
off-season moves may offer better value.

Q: Do | need a moving permit in Highland Park?

A: Highland Park generally doesn't require permits for residential moves, but you should
verify specific requirements with your homeowners association or condominium board if
applicable. Some buildings require insurance certificates, elevator reservations, or
advance notice. Always inform neighbors if your moving truck will temporarily block
street access as a courtesy.

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Highland Park?

A: Fall (September-October) and spring (April-May) offer the best balance of pleasant
weather, good availability, and reasonable rates. Summer (June-August) is most popular
for families with children but requires advance booking. Winter moves are possible but
weather can complicate scheduling, and holiday periods should be avoided.



Q: What makes Highland Park challenging for movers?

A: Multi-level homes with basements are common in Highland Park, requiring careful
planning for heavy furniture navigation. Some historic neighborhoods feature narrower
streets and mature trees that affect truck positioning. Additionally, many homes have
valuable finishes and architectural details requiring extra care during moves. Peak
school-year timing creates scheduling competition.

Q: Why do families choose Highland Park for relocation?

A: Highland Park attracts families primarily for its outstanding schools, safe
neighborhoods, and strong community culture. The combination of lakefront location,
Ravinia Festival, excellent parks, walkable downtown, and reasonable Metra commute to
Chicago offers suburban tranquility with urban access. The village maintains high
property values and quality of life.

Q: How long does a typical Highland Park move take?

A: Local Highland Park moves typically take 4-8 hours depending on home size and
contents. A two-bedroom home usually requires 4-5 hours, while a four-bedroom house
with basement may take a full day. Multi-level homes require additional time for stairway
navigation. Moves from Chicago to Highland Park add 1-2 hours for travel time between
locations.

About Affordable City Movers

Affordable City Movers Chicago
3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657
Phone: 312-210-0259

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile

> Get a Free Quote: Highland Park Movers

Stay Updated on Tumblr

@ Follow our Highland Park moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips. insights. and
neighborhood information.



https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/highland-park-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555171766272000
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555171766272000

Explore More Moving Guides

* Moving to Deerfield

* Moving to Prospect Heights

* Moving to Lake Forest

* Movin Li vill

* Moving to Vernon Hills

* Moving to Vernon Hills
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