
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Hammond, 
Indiana 
 

Welcome to Hammond 
 

Hammond offers an appealing alternative for those seeking affordability and space without 
straying far from Chicago's opportunities. Located in Lake County, just across the Illinois-Indiana 
border, this industrial city has evolved into a residential haven with surprising lakefront access 
and a strong sense of community. The city sits approximately one hour from downtown Chicago, 
making it particularly popular with families and professionals who want more square footage for 
their housing dollar while maintaining reasonable access to the city. Hammond's neighborhoods 
blend historic architecture with modern developments, offering everything from charming older 
homes to newer subdivisions with contemporary amenities. 

 

What makes Hammond unique is its position as a bridge between two states and two lifestyles. 
You get the benefit of Indiana's lower cost of living and property taxes while remaining close 
enough to Chicago for work commutes or weekend adventures. The city has invested 
significantly in revitalizing its downtown and lakefront areas, creating parks and recreational 
spaces that take advantage of its Lake Michigan proximity. Hammond's diverse population 
brings authentic restaurants, cultural events, and a welcoming atmosphere that many residents 
say reminds them of Chicago's neighborhood feel without the premium price tag. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Hammond requires consideration of both seasonal factors and cross-state 
logistics. Summer months are the most popular for family relocations, particularly for those who 
want to settle before the school year begins. If you're planning a summer move, book your 
moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your preferred timing during this peak season. Fall 
and spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability and less competition for moving 
dates, plus you'll enjoy milder weather for the physical work of moving. Cross-state moves 
between Illinois and Indiana require additional planning time compared to local moves, so factor 
in coordination for things like utility transfers, address changes, and familiarizing yourself with 
Indiana's vehicle registration requirements. 

 

The logistics of moving from Chicago to Hammond involve navigating toll routes and 
understanding the best times to travel. Experienced Hammond movers handle these logistics 
daily, planning routes that avoid Chicago rush hour congestion while accounting for toll costs 
upfront. The journey typically uses I-94 to I-80/94 (Indiana Toll Road) for the fastest route, with 
toll costs ranging from approximately $10-14 total including the Chicago Skyway ($6.00) and 
Indiana Toll Road ($4-8 depending on your exit). Professional movers familiar with the area 
know that timing is everything—leaving Chicago between 9:30 AM and 3:00 PM on weekdays 
helps avoid the worst traffic congestion on both ends of the journey. If you're moving on a 
weekend, Saturday mornings generally offer the smoothest travel conditions. 
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Living Here 
 

Hammond's educational opportunities are a major draw for families relocating from Chicago. 
The city is served by Lake County school districts that many parents praise for excellent 
programs and smaller class sizes compared to Chicago schools. This focus on education is one 
of the key factors families cite when making the move to Northwest Indiana, along with the 
ability to afford larger homes with yards—something often out of reach in Chicago's 
neighborhoods. The residential areas range from established neighborhoods near the lakefront 
to newer developments on the city's outskirts, giving newcomers plenty of options to find their 
ideal community. 

 

Day-to-day life in Hammond offers convenience without the premium costs of Chicago living. 
Primary highways including I-94, I-80/94, US-30 (Lincoln Highway), and local state roads make 
navigation straightforward whether you're commuting to Chicago or exploring Northwest 
Indiana. The city provides essential amenities including grocery stores, healthcare facilities, 
shopping centers, and increasingly diverse dining options. Hammond's lakefront areas have 
become particularly popular with residents who enjoy walking trails, parks, and water access. 
While the city maintains its industrial heritage, the residential sections offer peaceful, 
family-friendly environments where neighbors know each other and community events bring 
people together—a lifestyle many Chicago transplants find refreshing. 

 

Moving Tips 
 

1.​ **Coordinate utility transfers early**: Since you're crossing state lines, you'll need to set 
up new accounts with Indiana-based utility providers. Contact NIPSCO for gas and 
electric service at least two weeks before your move date to ensure uninterrupted 
service. 

 

1.​ **Plan for Indiana vehicle registration**: You have 60 days to register your vehicle in 
Indiana and obtain an Indiana driver's license. Visit the Lake County BMV with your 
proof of residency, vehicle title, and current registration. Indiana requires vehicle 
inspections in some cases. 

 

1.​ **Account for toll costs in your budget**: Whether you're driving your own vehicles or 
following the moving truck, factor in toll expenses. E-ZPass works on Indiana toll roads 
and saves money compared to cash tolls if you'll be making the trip multiple times during 
your move. 

 

1.​ **Reserve parking strategically**: If you're moving from a Chicago building with limited 
street access, secure parking permits or reserve space in advance. Hammond 
destinations typically offer easier parking access, but confirm any building requirements 
at your new residence. 

 



1.​ **Schedule the move to avoid rush hours**: Cross-state moves work best when you can 
avoid Chicago's notorious rush hour traffic. Mid-morning departures (9:30-10:00 AM) 
give you optimal travel conditions on I-94 and I-80/94. 

 

1.​ **Declutter before you move**: Hammond homes often offer more storage space, but 
moving is still the perfect time to reduce what you own. Donate items to local charities 
before leaving Chicago—you'll save on moving costs and start fresh in your new space. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you arrive in Hammond, prioritize the essentials: verify your utilities are active, locate the 
nearest grocery stores and pharmacies, and introduce yourself to neighbors who can provide 
invaluable local knowledge. Register with your local school district immediately if you have 
school-age children, as enrollment can take time to process. Visit Hammond City Hall to 
understand local services, trash collection schedules, and community resources. Take time to 
explore your new neighborhood on foot or by car—discover the parks, restaurants, and 
businesses that will become part of your new routine. Many newcomers find that joining local 
community groups or social media pages helps them connect with other residents and learn 
about events, recommendations, and the rhythm of life in their new city. Hammond's welcoming 
atmosphere makes the settling-in process smoother than many anticipate. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Hammond 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Hammond? 

A: Moving costs from Chicago to Hammond typically range from $800-2,500 depending 
on home size and services needed. This cross-state move covers approximately 25-30 
miles, with the main factors being volume of belongings, time of year, and whether you 
need packing services. Most moves take 4-6 hours including drive time and tolls. 
Request quotes from multiple companies and confirm toll costs are included in the 
estimate. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Hammond? 

A: Summer is most popular for family moves before school starts, but you'll need to 
book 3-4 weeks in advance. Fall (September-October) and spring (April-May) offer the 
best balance of availability, weather, and pricing. Avoid winter months when snow and 
ice can complicate cross-state travel on I-94 and I-80/94. Mid-week moves typically cost 
less than weekend moves regardless of season. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits for moving to Hammond from Illinois? 

A: Hammond typically doesn't require special moving permits for residential properties, 
though you should check with your specific building or HOA. The main requirement is 
ensuring your moving truck can legally park without blocking traffic. Chicago departure 
points may require parking permits or reservations. Cross-state moves require proper 



vehicle documentation if you're driving—ensure your moving company has appropriate 
insurance and licensing for interstate moves. 

 

Q: What are the biggest challenges when moving from Chicago to Hammond? 

A: The primary challenges are navigating Chicago traffic during departure, managing toll 
routes efficiently, and coordinating the cross-state administrative tasks like vehicle 
registration and utility transfers. Many people underestimate the 60-day deadline for 
Indiana vehicle registration and driver's license updates. Working with movers 
experienced in this specific route eliminates most logistical challenges, as they know 
optimal timing and routes to avoid delays. 

 

Q: Why do people move from Chicago to Hammond? 

A: Affordability is the top reason—housing costs significantly less in Hammond while 
remaining within commuting distance of Chicago. Families can purchase larger homes 
with yards and garages for a fraction of Chicago prices. Other draws include lower 
property taxes, highly rated schools with smaller class sizes, safer neighborhoods, and 
easier parking. Many residents appreciate maintaining Chicago access for work and 
entertainment while enjoying a more relaxed, community-oriented lifestyle daily. 

 

Q: How long does the actual drive take from Chicago to Hammond on moving day? 

A: The drive typically takes 45-75 minutes depending on traffic conditions, route choice, 
and exact starting and ending points. Moving trucks traveling mid-morning (after 9:30 
AM) usually complete the journey in under an hour using I-94 to I-80/94. Departing during 
Chicago rush hours (7-9 AM or 4-6:30 PM) can add 30-60 minutes to travel time. Most 
professional movers schedule departures to optimize travel conditions and complete the 
entire move in a single day. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Hammond Movers 

 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/hammond-movers


Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Hammond moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Merrillville 

• Moving to Schererville 

• Moving to Crown Point 

 

• Moving to Crown Point 
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