
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Griffith, Indiana 
 

Welcome to Griffith 
 

Nestled in Lake County, Indiana, about an hour from Chicago, Griffith offers an appealing 
alternative for families and professionals seeking more space and affordability without 
completely leaving the Chicago metropolitan area behind. This residential suburb has built its 
reputation on strong community character, well-maintained parks, and a neighborly atmosphere 
that attracts people looking to escape urban density while maintaining reasonable access to city 
amenities. Tree-lined streets, local businesses, and community events create the kind of 
small-town feel that's increasingly rare in the greater Chicago region. 

 

What makes Griffith unique is its position as a genuine residential community rather than just a 
bedroom suburb. While many residents do commute to Chicago or nearby industrial areas for 
work, Griffith maintains its own identity with local parks, community recreation programs, and a 
downtown area that serves as a gathering place. The town successfully balances proximity to 
major highways and urban centers with the quieter pace of suburban life, making it particularly 
attractive to families transitioning from Chicago who want yard space, lower housing costs, and 
excellent schools without feeling completely disconnected from the metropolitan lifestyle they're 
accustomed to. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Griffith strategically can make a significant difference in both cost and 
convenience. Summer months are the most popular season for relocations, particularly for 
families with school-age children who want to settle before the academic year begins. If you're 
planning a summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential during this peak season. 
Fall and spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability, less competition for moving 
dates, and often more flexible scheduling options. Cross-state moves between Illinois and 
Indiana require extra planning time compared to local relocations, so factor in coordination for 
tolls, route planning, and potential timing restrictions. Experienced Griffith movers handle these 
logistics daily, navigating the specific challenges of cross-state relocations with expertise that 
reduces stress for families and individuals alike. 

 

The logistics of moving to Griffith center largely around highway routes and timing. Primary 
access includes I-94 (the main route from Chicago), I-80/94 (Indiana Toll Road), US-30 (Lincoln 
Highway), and various state roads depending on your specific origin point. Most moves from 
Chicago utilize I-94 to I-80/94 for the fastest route, which involves toll charges including the 
Chicago Skyway ($6.00) and Indiana Toll Road tolls (approximately $4-8 depending on your 
exit). Professional movers familiar with these routes plan timing to avoid Chicago rush hour 
congestion, which can add significant time to your move. Understanding that this is a 
cross-state relocation also means considering any differences in moving regulations, parking 
requirements, and building access rules between Illinois and Indiana properties. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/griffith-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/griffith-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/griffith-movers


Living Here 
 

Daily life in Griffith centers around family-friendly amenities and community engagement. The 
town is served by Lake County school districts, and many families moving from Chicago 
specifically cite the excellent schools and smaller class sizes as primary motivations for 
relocating. Parks and recreational facilities provide year-round activities, from youth sports 
leagues to community events that help newcomers quickly feel integrated. Local shopping and 
dining options cover everyday needs, while proximity to Chicago and surrounding Northwest 
Indiana communities means access to larger retailers, entertainment venues, and cultural 
attractions remains convenient without the higher costs and congestion of city living. 

 

The affordability factor cannot be overstated when comparing Griffith to Chicago. Housing costs 
are significantly lower, whether you're renting or buying, and you'll typically get considerably 
more square footage and outdoor space for your money. Property taxes, while still Indiana rates, 
are generally more manageable than Chicago equivalents. This financial breathing room is what 
draws many young families and first-time homebuyers to the area. The trade-off comes in 
commute time for those who maintain Chicago employment—that hour drive can feel longer 
during winter weather or heavy traffic periods—but many residents find the lifestyle benefits well 
worth the transportation considerations. 

 

Moving Tips for Griffith 
 

1.​ **Check parking regulations early**: Residential streets in Griffith are generally 
accessible, but if you're moving into a multi-unit property or condo, verify parking 
restrictions and reserve space for the moving truck in advance. 

 

1.​ **Factor toll costs into your budget**: The Chicago Skyway and Indiana Toll Road add up 
quickly, especially if your movers make multiple trips. Reputable companies include 
these costs in estimates upfront rather than surprising you later. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utility transfers ahead of time**: Contact NIPSCO for gas and electric 
service, and arrange water/sewer through the Town of Griffith utilities department at least 
a week before your move date to ensure everything's active when you arrive. 

 

1.​ **Plan for weather variables**: Whether moving in summer heat or winter cold, 
Northwest Indiana weather can be unpredictable. Have a backup plan for precipitation 
and ensure your moving company is prepared for seasonal conditions. 

 

1.​ **Consider school registration timing**: If you have children, Griffith schools require 
residency documentation for enrollment. Have your lease or closing documents ready 
and contact the school district early to understand registration deadlines. 

 

1.​ **Avoid rush hour for Chicago routes**: If your move involves I-94 or I-80/94, schedule 
loading and unloading times that avoid peak Chicago traffic (typically 7-9 AM and 4-6:30 



PM weekdays) to prevent significant delays. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've arrived in Griffith, your first priorities should include registering your vehicles with 
the Indiana BMV (you have 60 days after establishing residency), obtaining an Indiana driver's 
license, and familiarizing yourself with local services. The Griffith Town Hall is your resource for 
information about trash collection schedules, recycling programs, and community services. Take 
time to explore the local parks—they're genuinely a highlight of community life here—and 
introduce yourself to neighbors, who tend to be welcoming to newcomers. Join local Facebook 
groups or community organizations to quickly plug into what's happening around town. Many 
families find that the transition from Chicago's faster pace to Griffith's community-oriented 
lifestyle takes a few weeks to adjust to, but most report feeling genuinely settled within a couple 
of months. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Griffith 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Griffith? 

 

A: Most moves from Chicago to Griffith range from $800-$2,500 depending on home size 
and belongings volume. A typical 2-bedroom apartment runs $1,000-$1,500, while 3-4 
bedroom homes cost $1,800-$2,500+. Distance (approximately 30-35 miles) means this 
qualifies as a cross-state move, which can affect pricing compared to local relocations. 
Request detailed estimates that include toll costs. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Griffith? 

 

A: Fall and spring offer the best balance of weather, availability, and pricing for Griffith 
moves. Summer is most popular with families coordinating around school schedules but 
requires booking 3-4 weeks ahead. Winter moves can be more affordable but weather 
may cause delays. Cross-state moves need extra planning time regardless of season. 

 

Q: Do I need special permits for moving in Griffith? 

 

A: Most residential moves in Griffith don't require special permits for single-family 
homes. However, if moving into a condo or multi-unit building, check with property 
management about building requirements, elevator reservations, and parking 
restrictions. Some complexes require insurance certificates from moving companies or 
advance scheduling for loading dock access. 

 

Q: Why do families choose Griffith over staying in Chicago? 



 

A: Affordability and space are the primary draws—housing costs significantly less with 
more square footage and yard space. Lake County schools offer smaller class sizes than 
Chicago Public Schools, which appeals to many families. Community character, lower 
crime rates, and a neighborly atmosphere provide quality-of-life improvements while 
maintaining reasonable access to Chicago for work or entertainment. 

 

Q: How long does the commute from Griffith to Chicago take? 

 

A: Expect approximately one hour from Griffith to downtown Chicago via I-94 to I-80/94 
during normal traffic conditions. Rush hour can extend this to 75-90 minutes. Many 
Griffith residents work in Northwest Indiana industrial areas or nearby suburbs rather 
than downtown, significantly reducing commute times. Winter weather can impact travel 
times unpredictably. 

 

Q: What challenges should I expect when moving from Illinois to Indiana? 

 

A: Cross-state moves involve transferring vehicle registration and driver's licenses to 
Indiana within 60 days of establishing residency. You'll need to research differences in 
insurance requirements, property tax payment schedules, and utility providers. Toll 
routes between states add costs. Some find adjusting from Chicago's urban amenities to 
Griffith's suburban pace takes time, particularly regarding entertainment and dining 
options. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Griffith Movers 

 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/griffith-movers


Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Griffith moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Highland 

• Moving to Crown Point 

• Moving to Dyer 

• Moving to St. John 

• Moving to Cedar Lake 

 

• Moving to Cedar Lake 

https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555396444749824
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555396444749824
https://docs.google.com/open?id=14zAfJsVqO0bdjDBInCx7IP_poYWykpro8gayQZGH6-I
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1_RR_pPLXriWp0B2VaXAd-8VW1c4JOu_xNCmH800SeJk
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1E5I_ZgY37bj1Iz8VruUVh-JtIxl2fsKmecABOR_4WA4
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1idc0ZedktKgVJGbkfPvi8ZlnHbl3LV95U5E82hjYS5s
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1XvHeQsuprCdhc6EgQtVHRMwBpP9KF86rAs-JwQofFUs
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1XvHeQsuprCdhc6EgQtVHRMwBpP9KF86rAs-JwQofFUs
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