
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Elmhurst, IL 
 

Welcome to Elmhurst 
 

Elmhurst stands out as one of the western suburbs' most desirable communities, blending 
small-town charm with sophisticated amenities just 16 miles from downtown Chicago. Tree-lined 
streets, a vibrant walkable downtown, and an authentic sense of community make this city of 
approximately 47,000 residents feel both welcoming and established. The historic downtown 
district offers locally-owned shops, restaurants, and cultural venues that create genuine 
neighborhood atmosphere rarely found in suburban communities. 

 

What truly distinguishes Elmhurst is its commitment to preserving character while embracing 
modern convenience. The community maintains beautiful parks, supports acclaimed schools, 
and provides easy access to Chicago without the density of city living. Families appreciate the 
balance between suburban safety and urban accessibility, while professionals value the 
straightforward commute options. Whether you're relocating from Chicago seeking more space 
or moving from another suburb for the excellent schools, Elmhurst offers a quality of life that 
justifies its reputation as a premier western suburb destination. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your Elmhurst move strategically can significantly impact both availability and stress 
levels. June through August represents peak moving season as families coordinate relocations 
with school schedules, so booking 3-4 weeks in advance during summer months ensures you 
secure your preferred date. Fall and spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability and 
less competition for moving slots, plus milder weather that makes the physical aspects of 
moving more comfortable. Experienced Elmhurst movers handle these logistics daily and can 
advise on optimal timing based on your specific circumstances. 

 

Elmhurst's suburban layout presents different logistical considerations than dense urban 
environments. Most homes feature driveways and garage access, which streamlines furniture 
loading compared to city apartments, though multi-level homes often require careful staircase 
navigation and basement coordination. The village's well-maintained streets accommodate 
moving trucks readily, but understanding traffic patterns related to both Metra schedules and 
highway rush hours helps avoid delays. Summer moves should account for increased local 
traffic from residents enjoying downtown amenities and park activities. Winter moves require 
preparation for potential snow and ice, particularly on driveways and walkways, though the 
village's excellent snow removal keeps streets accessible. 

 

Living Here 
 

Daily life in Elmhurst centers around convenience and community. The Metra Union Pacific 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/elmhurst-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/elmhurst-movers


West line provides direct service to Chicago's Ogilvie Transportation Center, making the 
commute manageable for downtown professionals, while immediate highway access via I-290, 
I-88, and Route 83 serves those driving to various suburban employment centers. This 
connectivity allows residents to maintain city careers while enjoying suburban benefits. The 
walkable downtown means many errands and social activities don't require driving—residents 
frequently walk to restaurants, the library, farmers market, and community events. 

 

Elmhurst's housing stock primarily consists of single-family homes ranging from charming 
vintage bungalows to modern new construction, along with townhomes and condominium 
options for various lifestyle needs. The local school districts attract families prioritizing 
education, and the community's investment in parks, recreation programs, and cultural facilities 
creates year-round activity options. Elmhurst College (now Elmhurst University) adds cultural 
programming and educational opportunities, while the Elmhurst Art Museum and Elmhurst 
History Museum provide engaging local attractions. The community maintains an active 
calendar of festivals, concerts, and seasonal events that foster neighborhood connections and 
give the suburb a genuine sense of place beyond just residential streets. 

 

Moving Tips for Elmhurst 
 

1.​ **Check driveway and garage clearances early**: Measure doorways, stairwells, and 
turns in multi-level homes before moving day, as many Elmhurst properties feature 
basements and multiple floors requiring furniture navigation planning. 

 

1.​ **Consider school zone timing**: If moving during the school year, plan loading and 
unloading times around school start and dismissal periods, as traffic increases 
significantly near the numerous schools throughout residential areas. 

 

1.​ **Reserve parking strategically for downtown moves**: While most Elmhurst properties 
have adequate driveway access, downtown condo or townhome moves may require 
coordinating with building management or reserving street parking during specific hours. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for seasonal weather**: Summer moves mean heat and humidity—plan for 
hydration and earlier start times. Winter moves require cleared driveways, salted 
walkways, and potential flexibility if weather turns severe. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utility transfers in advance**: Contact ComEd, Nicor Gas, and the City of 
Elmhurst for water service well before your move date to ensure seamless transitions, 
particularly during peak summer moving season when service appointments fill quickly. 

 

1.​ **Plan for garage and basement items**: Many Elmhurst homes have substantial 
basement storage and two-car garages—don't underestimate these spaces when 
planning your move timeline and truck size requirements. 

 



Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, start with essential services and community connections to make 
Elmhurst feel like home quickly. Register for water service and garbage collection with the City 
of Elmhurst, update your driver's license and vehicle registration, and if you have children, 
contact District 205 or your applicable school district to complete enrollment paperwork. Visit the 
Elmhurst Public Library to get your library card—it's an excellent community resource and 
gathering place. Explore the downtown area on foot to discover your favorite coffee shops, 
restaurants, and local businesses. Join the Elmhurst Park District for recreation programs, 
fitness classes, or simply to learn about the community's excellent parks and facilities. 
Connecting with neighbors and participating in community events helps you transition from new 
resident to genuine community member. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Elmhurst 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Elmhurst? 

 

A: Local Elmhurst moves typically range from $400-$1,200 depending on home size and 
services needed. A two-bedroom home averages $600-$800, while larger single-family 
homes run $900-$1,500. Distance, stairs, heavy items, and additional services like 
packing affect final costs. Summer rates may be slightly higher due to demand. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Elmhurst? 

 

A: Fall (September-October) and spring (April-May) offer ideal conditions with better 
mover availability, moderate weather, and less competition than peak summer months. 
However, families with school-age children typically prefer June-August moves to align 
with the academic calendar. Book 3-4 weeks ahead during summer, 2 weeks for off-peak 
seasons. 

 

Q: Do I need parking permits for moving in Elmhurst? 

 

A: Most Elmhurst residential properties have sufficient driveway access, eliminating 
permit needs. Downtown condos or townhomes may require coordinating with property 
management for loading zone access. Street parking is generally available, but confirm 
any time restrictions in your specific neighborhood. The village doesn't typically require 
special moving permits. 

 

Q: What makes Elmhurst challenging for movers? 

 

A: Multi-level homes with finished basements represent the primary challenge, requiring 



careful furniture navigation through stairways and tight turns. Vintage homes may have 
narrower doorways and hallways. Winter weather can create slippery conditions on 
driveways and walkways. Summer school traffic and downtown activity require timing 
considerations, though overall Elmhurst's suburban layout is quite moving-friendly. 

 

Q: Why are families choosing to move to Elmhurst? 

 

A: Elmhurst's combination of highly-rated schools, walkable downtown, park system, 
and reasonable Chicago commute creates exceptional family-friendly suburban living. 
The community character, established neighborhoods with mature trees, and active 
community programming provide quality of life that justifies the investment. Lower 
density than closer-in suburbs while maintaining sophistication and convenience 
appeals to families leaving the city. 

 

Q: How far in advance should I book movers for an Elmhurst move? 

 

A: Book 3-4 weeks ahead for June-August moves when family relocations peak with 
school schedules. Spring and fall moves need 2-3 weeks notice for best availability. 
Winter moves (November-March) offer more flexibility with 1-2 weeks typically sufficient. 
Month-end dates fill fastest regardless of season, so book early if moving during the last 
week of any month. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Elmhurst Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Elmhurst moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/elmhurst-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555186357239808
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555186357239808


Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Oak Park 

• Moving to Vernon Hills 

• Moving to Oak Brook 

• Moving to Downers Grove 

• Moving to Westchester 

 

• Moving to Westchester 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=1iXVJzByBNgv2jB4po3oNwY-Rdm9GthpyU-U7GSNNxkA
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https://docs.google.com/open?id=1kZJdVRaauQWO74JsR1zcUTL7S9ypIVpyj1X4rO8YqNs
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