
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Dunning, 
Chicago 
 

Welcome to Dunning 
 

Dunning is a residential Northwest Side neighborhood that offers a quieter alternative to 
Chicago's busier districts while maintaining excellent city connectivity. Located near O'Hare 
International Airport, this area combines the comfort of spacious residential streets with the 
convenience of urban amenities. The neighborhood appeals to families, young professionals, 
and anyone seeking affordable housing options without sacrificing access to downtown Chicago 
and surrounding suburbs. 

 

What makes Dunning distinctive is its blend of old and new Chicago. You'll find historic 
institutions alongside modern developments, tree-lined streets with vintage brick buildings next 
to contemporary apartment complexes, and a strong sense of community that's often harder to 
find in more transient neighborhoods. The area's proximity to major transportation routes and 
the Blue Line makes it particularly attractive for commuters, while local parks and dining options 
provide everything residents need close to home. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Dunning strategically can save you both money and stress. Late fall 
through early spring typically offers better availability with moving companies and more flexible 
scheduling options. Summer months from May through September represent peak moving 
season, which means higher demand, potentially increased rates, and less scheduling flexibility. 
If you're planning a summer move, booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential for securing your 
preferred moving date. Weekend moves fill up especially quickly during peak season, so 
consider weekday moves if your schedule allows. 

 

The logistics of moving in Dunning require some advance preparation, particularly regarding 
parking and permits. Experienced Dunning movers handle these logistics daily and understand 
that proper planning makes all the difference. You'll need to secure temporary moving truck 
parking permits for most residential streets, which must be requested at least 10 business days 
in advance through the City of Chicago 311 system. Since Dunning falls within Zone 2 for 
parking enforcement, having proper permits isn't optional—it's essential for avoiding tickets and 
ensuring your moving truck has legal access to your building on moving day. 

 

Living in Dunning 
 

Daily life in Dunning offers the benefits of affordable city living with an average rent around 
$1,100, significantly lower than many other Chicago neighborhoods. The Blue Line provides 
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direct transit access to downtown Chicago, O'Hare Airport, and other key destinations 
throughout the city, making car-free living entirely feasible for many residents. For those who do 
drive, Zone 2 residential parking permits are required for street parking, and the neighborhood's 
location near major highways including the Kennedy Expressway provides easy access to the 
wider metropolitan area. 

 

The housing stock in Dunning reflects the neighborhood's evolution over decades, featuring 
walk-up apartments, vintage multi-unit buildings, and modern construction. This variety means 
you'll find everything from classic Chicago courtyard apartments with period details to 
contemporary units with modern amenities. The neighborhood includes several parks and green 
spaces, local restaurants serving diverse cuisines, and essential services within walking 
distance. Shopping options range from small local businesses to larger retail centers nearby, 
and the area's proximity to O'Hare makes it particularly convenient for frequent travelers. 

 

Moving Tips for Dunning 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits early**: Request your temporary moving truck parking permits 
through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move date. Zone 2 
enforcement is active, and tickets can add unnecessary expense to your moving day. 

 

1.​ **Prepare for building-specific requirements**: Many Dunning buildings have walk-up 
configurations with narrow hallways and staircases. Measure doorways and stairwell 
widths in advance, and communicate any access challenges to your moving crew 
beforehand. 

 

1.​ **Plan for Blue Line timing**: If you're using public transit on moving day, remember that 
Blue Line service frequency varies by time of day. Early morning or late evening moves 
may require extra time for transit connections. 

 

1.​ **Consider the airport factor**: O'Hare's proximity means occasional aircraft noise, 
particularly along certain flight paths. Visit at different times of day before signing a lease 
to assess noise levels for your specific location. 

 

1.​ **Coordinate elevator access**: For buildings with elevators, reserve elevator time in 
advance and confirm any specific moving hours or requirements with building 
management. Some properties restrict move-in times to weekdays or specific hours. 

 

1.​ **Weather preparation matters**: Chicago weather can be unpredictable year-round. 
Have plastic covers, tarps, and floor protection ready regardless of season, and monitor 
forecasts closely as your moving date approaches. 

 

Getting Settled in Dunning 
 



Once you've moved in, start by registering for your Zone 2 residential parking permit if you have 
a vehicle—this can be done online through the City of Chicago website. Familiarize yourself with 
Blue Line station locations and schedules, and explore the local dining and shopping options 
along major corridors like Irving Park Road and Narragansett Avenue. Connect with 
neighborhood resources through local social media groups and community organizations to 
learn about events, recommendations, and services. Take time to walk your new neighborhood 
during different times of day to discover hidden gems and establish your routine in this 
welcoming Northwest Side community. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Dunning 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Dunning? 

A: Moving costs in Dunning typically range from $300-600 for studio or one-bedroom 
apartments with local moves, while larger homes may cost $800-1,500 or more. Factors 
affecting price include the number of rooms, amount of furniture, stair access, distance 
traveled, and time of year. Summer weekend moves generally cost more than weekday 
moves during off-peak seasons. 

 

Q: Do I need parking permits to move in Dunning? 

A: Yes, temporary moving truck parking permits are required for most residential streets 
in Dunning. Request these through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your 
move. Dunning is in Zone 2 for parking enforcement, where regulations are actively 
enforced and violations can result in tickets or towing. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Dunning? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best combination of moving company 
availability, competitive rates, and scheduling flexibility in Dunning. Summer months 
(May-September) represent peak season with higher demand. Book 3-4 weeks ahead 
regardless of season, but especially for summer weekend moves. 

 

Q: What are the biggest challenges when moving to Dunning? 

A: The main challenges include navigating walk-up buildings with narrow staircases, 
securing proper parking permits in advance, and coordinating elevator reservations 
where applicable. Blue Line proximity is convenient but may involve some transit 
planning on moving day. The mix of vintage and modern buildings means each move 
requires specific preparation based on your building type. 

 

Q: Why do people choose to live in Dunning? 

A: Dunning attracts residents with its affordable rent (averaging $1,100), excellent Blue 
Line transit access, proximity to O'Hare Airport, and quieter residential character 
compared to busier Chicago neighborhoods. The area offers diverse housing options, 
good access to highways and downtown, and a strong sense of community that appeals 
to families and young professionals alike. 



 

Q: Are Dunning apartments mostly walk-ups or elevator buildings? 

A: Dunning features a mix of both walk-up apartments and buildings with elevators, 
along with single-family homes and modern developments. Many vintage buildings are 
walk-ups with two or three floors, while newer construction more commonly includes 
elevator access. Building type varies significantly by specific location within the 
neighborhood. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Dunning Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Dunning moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Hermosa 

• Moving to Belmont Cragin 

• Moving to McKinley Park 

• Moving to Lincoln Park 

• Moving to Archer Heights 

 

• Moving to Archer Heights 
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