
Your Complete Moving Guide to Downers Grove 
 

Welcome to Downers Grove 
 

Downers Grove combines the best of suburban living with genuine urban convenience. Located 
in DuPage County's West Suburbs, this established community offers tree-lined streets, a 
vibrant downtown district, and direct Metra access to Chicago's Loop. Whether you're relocating 
from the city for more space or moving within the western suburbs, Downers Grove attracts 
families and professionals who want a real town center without sacrificing accessibility to 
Chicago's job market and cultural attractions. 

 

What sets Downers Grove apart from other Chicago suburbs is its authentic downtown area 
along Main Street. You'll find locally-owned restaurants, coffee shops, and boutiques mixed with 
practical services and community gathering spots. The town maintains its character through 
historic preservation while supporting modern development. Two Metra stations serve the 
community, making car-free commuting realistic for many residents. Combined with quality 
schools, parks, and a strong sense of community, Downers Grove offers suburban living that 
doesn't feel disconnected from the broader metropolitan area. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Downers Grove strategically can save you money and stress. June through 
August represents peak moving season here, as families align relocations with school 
schedules. If you're planning a summer move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to 
secure availability. Fall and spring offer excellent alternatives with less competition for moving 
dates and often better rates. Experienced Downers Grove movers handle these logistics daily 
and can help you identify the best timing for your specific situation. Mid-month dates typically 
offer more flexibility than month-end rushes. 

 

Understanding the area's layout helps create realistic moving plans. Most Downers Grove 
properties feature driveways and garage access, making furniture loading more straightforward 
than urban apartment buildings. However, many homes have basements and multiple levels 
requiring careful staircase navigation. The suburb's primarily residential streets mean less traffic 
congestion than city moves, but coordinating around the morning and evening rush hours 
(roughly 7-9 AM and 4-7 PM) helps avoid delays from commuters using main thoroughfares. 
The village doesn't typically require moving permits for residential moves, but checking 
homeowner association rules for condos and townhomes prevents last-minute surprises. 

 

Living Here 
 

Daily life in Downers Grove centers around its walkable downtown and neighborhood-focused 
lifestyle. Residents enjoy proximity to shopping centers, dining options, and parks without the 
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density of city living. The downtown area hosts farmers markets, summer concerts, and 
community events that create gathering opportunities throughout the year. Two Metra 
stations—Main Street and Fairview Avenue—provide express and local service to Chicago, with 
commute times around 30-40 minutes to downtown. For drivers, the community offers 
convenient highway access via I-355, I-88, and I-294, connecting to both Chicago and the 
broader suburban network. 

 

Families particularly value Downers Grove's school districts and the abundance of parks and 
recreational facilities. The community is served by local school districts that consistently rank 
well, making them a primary consideration for families planning moves. Many parents 
specifically time relocations around the school calendar, either completing moves during 
summer break or coordinating mid-year transitions with semester changes. Beyond schools, the 
suburb offers multiple park districts, libraries, golf courses, and sports facilities. Shopping 
ranges from downtown boutiques to nearby commercial areas like the Esplanade and 
Marketplace shopping centers, providing suburban convenience without cookie-cutter 
monotony. 

 

Moving Tips for Downers Grove 
 

1.​ **Reserve your moving date early during summer months** – Family-oriented 
communities like Downers Grove see concentrated moving activity from mid-May 
through August as school lets out. Booking 3-4 weeks ahead ensures crew availability. 

 

1.​ **Measure basement stairways and doorways in advance** – Many Downers Grove 
homes feature finished basements with furniture, exercise equipment, or entertainment 
centers. Pre-measuring prevents day-of-move surprises with oversized items. 

 

1.​ **Check HOA rules for townhomes and condos** – While single-family homes rarely 
have restrictions, condo and townhome communities may require elevator reservations, 
specific moving hours, or advance notification to management. 

 

1.​ **Plan for driveway parking** – Most properties offer driveway access for moving trucks, 
but verify space for larger trucks if you have a circular drive or limited turnaround area. 
Street parking is generally available as backup. 

 

1.​ **Schedule utilities before your move date** – Set up ComEd (electric), Nicor Gas, and 
DuPage Water services at least one week before moving to ensure everything's 
functioning when you arrive. Internet and cable providers often need 1-2 week lead 
times. 

 

1.​ **Avoid rush hour for move start times** – Beginning moves after 9 AM or scheduling 
afternoon starts helps avoid commuter traffic on main roads and near Metra stations, 
especially on weekdays. 

 



Getting Settled in Your New Home 
 

Start by registering vehicles at the village hall on Curtiss Street and updating your voter 
registration with the DuPage County Clerk's office. If you have school-age children, contact your 
assigned school district as early as possible to complete enrollment paperwork and schedule 
orientation. The Downers Grove Public Library offers free cards to residents and serves as an 
excellent resource for community information. Connect with neighborhood services through the 
village website, which provides waste collection schedules, recreation program details, and local 
event calendars. Many residents recommend joining neighborhood social media groups to find 
recommendations for services from plumbers to pediatricians, helping you build your local 
network quickly. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Downers Grove 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Downers Grove? 

A: Local moves within Downers Grove or from nearby suburbs typically range from 
$400-$1,200 depending on home size and belongings volume. Moves from Chicago to 
Downers Grove usually cost $600-$1,500, while long-distance relocations vary 
significantly based on distance and weight. Multi-level homes with basements may 
require additional labor time. Getting quotes from multiple companies helps you compare 
services and pricing specific to your move. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit or moving permit in Downers Grove? 

A: Residential moves in Downers Grove don't require village permits. Moving trucks can 
typically park in driveways or on residential streets. However, if you live in a condo or 
townhome community, check with your homeowner association about specific 
requirements like elevator reservations, insurance certificates, or designated moving 
hours. Some buildings request 48-hour advance notice. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Downers Grove? 

A: Fall (September-October) and spring (April-May) offer the best combination of 
availability, weather, and competitive pricing. Summer months see peak demand from 
families moving between school years, requiring earlier booking. Winter moves can save 
money but Illinois weather creates unpredictability. Plan around school schedules if you 
have children transitioning to new schools. 

 

Q: What makes moving to Downers Grove challenging? 

A: The primary challenges involve basement moves in multi-level homes and 
coordinating around school district enrollment deadlines. Many properties have finished 
basements with substantial furniture requiring careful staircase navigation. Summer 
moving dates book quickly due to family demand. Additionally, finding specialists like 
pediatricians and enrolling in popular activities may require waitlists, so start research 
early. 



 

Q: Why do people choose Downers Grove over other Chicago suburbs? 

A: Downers Grove combines authentic downtown character with excellent commuter 
access. Unlike newer suburbs, it has an established Main Street with local businesses 
and community events. Two Metra stations provide reliable Chicago access without 
requiring driving. Strong schools, reasonable property values compared to North Shore 
suburbs, and genuine neighborhood feel attract both young families and established 
professionals seeking suburban quality of life. 

 

Q: How long does a typical move to Downers Grove take? 

A: Local moves within the western suburbs typically take 4-8 hours depending on home 
size, while moves from Chicago range from 6-10 hours. Loading a 2-3 bedroom home 
usually requires 2-4 hours, with similar unloading time. Multi-level homes with 
basements need additional time. Long-distance moves operate differently, with driving 
time and potential overnight storage affecting total duration. Your moving company can 
provide specific estimates based on your inventory. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Downers Grove Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Downers Grove moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Oak Brook 
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• Moving to La Grange 

 

• Moving to La Grange 
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