
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Clearing 
 

Welcome to Clearing 
 

Clearing is a welcoming Southwest Side neighborhood that offers residents an authentic 
Chicago experience away from the hustle of downtown. Located near Midway Airport, this 
predominantly residential area is characterized by tree-lined streets, well-maintained homes, 
and a strong sense of community that has developed over generations. The neighborhood 
appeals to families, young professionals, and anyone seeking affordable living with excellent city 
access. With its mix of vintage brick buildings and modern construction, Clearing maintains a 
classic Chicago character while continuing to evolve. 

 

What makes Clearing truly unique is its perfect balance of accessibility and tranquility. Despite 
being just minutes from one of Chicago's busiest airports, the residential streets remain peaceful 
and family-oriented. The neighborhood's affordability—with average rents around 
$1,100—makes it an attractive option for those looking to stretch their housing budget without 
sacrificing quality of life. The community's diverse population and established local businesses 
create a neighborhood feel that's becoming increasingly rare in larger cities. Residents 
appreciate the straightforward street grid, ample parking compared to denser Chicago 
neighborhoods, and the genuine neighborhood atmosphere where people know their neighbors. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Clearing strategically can save you money and stress. Late fall through 
early spring typically offers better availability with moving companies and more flexible 
scheduling options. Summer months from May through September represent peak moving 
season when demand is highest and prices reflect that surge. If you're planning a summer 
move, book your moving company 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your preferred date and 
ensure competitive rates. Weather during fall and spring moves is generally manageable in 
Chicago, though winter moves require additional preparation for potential snow and ice. 
Experienced Clearing movers handle these logistics daily and can advise on the best approach 
for your specific moving date. 

 

The logistics of moving in Clearing require some advance planning, particularly around parking 
permits. Most residential streets require temporary moving truck parking permits, which you'll 
need to request at least 10 business days in advance through the City of Chicago 311 system. 
This neighborhood falls within Zone 2 for parking enforcement, and violations are taken 
seriously—failing to secure proper permits can result in tickets or towing that will disrupt your 
entire moving day. The good news is that Clearing's street layout is straightforward, with wider 
streets than many older Chicago neighborhoods, making it easier to position moving trucks. 
Most buildings in the area are accessible without the extreme challenges of high-rise logistics, 
though you should confirm any building-specific requirements with your landlord or condo 
association well before moving day. 

 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/clearing-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/clearing-movers


Living in Clearing 
 

Daily life in Clearing revolves around neighborhood convenience and strong transit connections. 
The Orange Line provides reliable access throughout Chicago, with stations that connect 
residents to downtown, the Loop, and other major employment centers. This makes Clearing 
particularly appealing for commuters who want affordable housing without being completely 
disconnected from the city's opportunities. The neighborhood features a practical mix of local 
amenities including grocery stores, restaurants, banks, and service businesses along major 
corridors. Residents don't need to travel far for everyday necessities, yet they're close enough to 
other Southwest Side neighborhoods to expand their options when desired. 

 

The housing stock in Clearing reflects the neighborhood's development through different eras of 
Chicago growth. You'll find classic walk-up apartments with vintage details, sturdy brick 
buildings from the mid-20th century, and newer construction that meets modern preferences. 
This variety means renters and buyers can find options that match their style and budget. Most 
buildings feature straightforward layouts without the quirks of extremely old construction—think 
functional floor plans, reasonable ceiling heights, and adequate storage. Whether you're in a 
two-flat, a small apartment building, or a single-family home, the residential streets are generally 
quiet and well-maintained. The proximity to Midway Airport means occasional plane noise, but 
most residents quickly adapt and appreciate the trade-off for the neighborhood's other benefits. 

 

Moving Tips for Clearing 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits early**: Submit your request through Chicago 311 at least 10 
business days before your move. Zone 2 enforcement is active, and proper permits 
prevent costly delays and tickets on moving day. 

 

1.​ **Confirm building access details**: Check with your landlord or property manager about 
any building-specific requirements like service elevator reservations, door prop policies, 
or restricted moving hours that could affect your schedule. 

 

1.​ **Plan for stair navigation**: Many Clearing buildings are walk-ups without elevators. 
Discuss this with your moving company during the estimate so they bring appropriate 
crew size and equipment for efficient stair handling. 

 

1.​ **Consider the airport proximity**: If you're moving on a busy travel weekend, plan extra 
time for traffic near Midway. Early morning moves often avoid the worst airport-related 
congestion. 

 

1.​ **Protect your belongings from weather**: Chicago weather can be unpredictable in any 
season. Ensure your moving company uses protective materials and have plastic wrap 
or tarps ready for mattresses and upholstered furniture. 

 

1.​ **Take advantage of the street layout**: Clearing's grid system and wider streets make 



loading and unloading more straightforward than in denser neighborhoods. Position your 
moving truck strategically to minimize carrying distance from building to vehicle. 

 

Getting Settled in Your New Neighborhood 
 

Once you've moved in, take time to explore your immediate surroundings and establish your 
routines. Locate your nearest Orange Line station and test your commute during rush hour to 
understand realistic travel times. Walk or drive the neighborhood to find your go-to spots for 
groceries, coffee, and other regular needs—you'll likely discover local favorites that become part 
of your routine. Register for any necessary city services, update your address with important 
institutions, and introduce yourself to neighbors when the opportunity arises naturally. Clearing's 
community atmosphere means friendly faces and local knowledge are usually just a 
conversation away. Connect your utilities, confirm your parking situation for regular daily use, 
and take note of street cleaning schedules to avoid tickets. The first few weeks are about 
building familiarity with your new surroundings and establishing the patterns that will make 
Clearing feel like home. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Clearing 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Clearing? 

A: Moving costs in Clearing typically range from $300-$600 for local moves, depending 
on apartment size and stair situations. The neighborhood's average rent of $1,100 
reflects overall affordability, and moving costs tend to be competitive compared to more 
expensive Chicago neighborhoods. Summer moves cost 15-25% more than off-peak 
seasons. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Clearing? 

A: Yes, most residential streets in Clearing require temporary moving truck parking 
permits. Request permits at least 10 business days in advance through Chicago 311. 
Zone 2 parking enforcement is active, and proper permits are essential to avoid tickets or 
towing during your move. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Clearing? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best availability and rates for moving in 
Clearing. Summer months (May-September) are peak season with higher demand and 
prices. Book 3-4 weeks ahead regardless of season, but expect more flexibility and better 
rates during off-peak months. 

 

Q: What building types are common in Clearing? 

A: Clearing features mainly walk-up apartments, vintage brick buildings, and some 
modern construction typical of Southwest Side neighborhoods. Most residential 
buildings are 2-3 stories without elevators, so plan for stairs. The straightforward 
building layouts generally make moves more efficient than in older, more complicated 



Chicago structures. 

 

Q: Is Clearing a good neighborhood for families? 

A: Yes, Clearing is a family-friendly Southwest Side neighborhood with quiet residential 
streets, affordable housing (average rent $1,100), and a strong community feel. Proximity 
to Midway Airport provides convenience, while Orange Line access connects residents 
to jobs and amenities throughout Chicago without downtown prices. 

 

Q: How does airport proximity affect living in Clearing? 

A: Living near Midway Airport means occasional plane noise, though most residents 
adapt quickly. The benefits include excellent access for travelers, competitive housing 
prices, and proximity to airport employment opportunities. Traffic near the airport can be 
heavy during peak travel times, but residential streets remain relatively quiet. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Clearing Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Clearing moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and neighborhood 
information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to West Ridge 

• Moving to North Park 

• Moving to Garfield Ridge 

• Moving to Douglas 

• Moving to Armour Square 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/clearing-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555089803296768
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555089803296768
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1CB6gc2vhyYP31otYVbZ3maMV70ryYwpE3BNo6TP-_VU
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1I_U2RKWjefuOJyKI_B0rgotanOfeawzVl77aTMrlaqs
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1t4W1Rw1hNBhrY4D1-z3K30tKbHRo-uuo4ivj_UBm7gI
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1SPJ4Fb8vZXNCb8VO0FV2ARSKMMrK9j7NRHtuSsDyIp4
https://docs.google.com/open?id=16H37i1DHUOhI3NN2fhwT0vus1xz_3diQ4H6zRE-aMjc


 

• Moving to Armour Square 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=16H37i1DHUOhI3NN2fhwT0vus1xz_3diQ4H6zRE-aMjc
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