
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Chesterton, 
Indiana 
 

Welcome to Chesterton 
 

Nestled in Porter County along the southern shore of Lake Michigan, Chesterton offers an 
appealing blend of small-town charm and natural beauty just an hour from Chicago. This vibrant 
community of roughly 14,000 residents has become increasingly popular with families and 
professionals seeking an escape from city prices without sacrificing convenience. The historic 
downtown district features local shops, restaurants, and community events, while the nearby 
Indiana Dunes National Park provides year-round recreation just minutes from your doorstep. 
With tree-lined streets, well-maintained parks, and a genuine sense of community, Chesterton 
delivers the space and affordability that draws many from the Chicago area. 

 

What truly sets Chesterton apart is its unique position as both a beach town and a practical 
suburban community. Unlike purely tourist-driven lake towns, Chesterton maintains authentic 
neighborhood character with excellent schools, local businesses, and year-round activities. The 
European Market held each summer weekend brings the community together, while the Coffee 
Creek Watershed Preserve offers trails and natural areas for outdoor enthusiasts. Residents 
enjoy genuine Lake Michigan beach access without the crowds or price tags of more touristy 
destinations, creating a lifestyle that balances outdoor recreation with everyday convenience. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Summer months remain the most popular time for relocating to Chesterton, particularly for 
families coordinating moves with the school year. If you're planning a summer move, book your 
moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to secure availability during this peak season. However, fall 
and spring offer excellent alternatives with more flexible scheduling, milder weather for loading 
and unloading, and less competition for moving dates. Cross-state moves between Illinois and 
Indiana require additional planning time compared to local moves, so factor in coordination for 
utility transfers, address changes, and the logistics of moving between states. Experienced 
Chesterton movers handle these cross-state logistics daily, including toll route planning and 
timing to avoid Chicago rush hour congestion. 

 

The move from Chicago to Chesterton involves navigating toll routes including I-94 and the 
Indiana Toll Road (I-80/94), with toll costs typically ranging from $10-14 for the Chicago Skyway 
and Indiana tolls combined. Professional moving companies factor these costs into estimates 
upfront, but if you're making multiple trips yourself, budget accordingly. The drive takes 
approximately one hour without traffic, though departing Chicago during rush hour can add 
significant time. Most movers prefer early morning starts to navigate city streets before 
congestion builds, arriving in Chesterton with ample daylight for unloading. Unlike dense urban 
moves, Chesterton's residential areas typically offer straightforward truck access and parking, 
making the actual moving process smoother once you arrive. 

https://affordablecitymovers.com/chesterton-movers
https://affordablecitymovers.com/chesterton-movers


 

Living Here 
 

Chesterton is served by the Duneland School Corporation, consistently ranked among Indiana's 
top school districts—a primary draw for families relocating from Chicago. The smaller class 
sizes, strong community involvement, and excellent facilities represent a significant lifestyle 
upgrade for many city families. Beyond schools, daily life centers around the walkable 
downtown area along Broadway, where local coffee shops, restaurants, and boutiques create a 
genuine main street atmosphere. The Porter County Public Library system, numerous parks, 
and the nearby Westchester Township neighborhood offer family-friendly amenities without the 
urban intensity many are leaving behind. 

 

Transportation remains practical with I-94 providing direct Chicago access for those commuting 
to city jobs or enjoying occasional city outings. Many residents work locally in Northwest 
Indiana's growing industrial and healthcare sectors, while others have embraced remote work 
arrangements that make Chesterton's affordability particularly attractive. Grocery stores, 
medical facilities, and everyday services are readily available, with Portage and Valparaiso 
nearby for additional shopping and dining options. The proximity to Indiana Dunes National Park 
genuinely impacts daily life—residents regularly hike trails, visit beaches, and enjoy outdoor 
activities that would require significant travel time from Chicago. 

 

Moving Tips for Chesterton 
 

**Schedule utility connections early:** Contact NIPSCO for gas and electric service, and set up 
water/sewer through the Town of Chesterton well before your move date. Cross-state moves 
mean establishing entirely new utility accounts rather than transfers. 

 

**Plan for toll costs:** Whether hiring movers or relocating yourself, budget for Chicago Skyway 
($6) and Indiana Toll Road ($4-8) charges. E-ZPass or I-PASS transponders work on both 
routes and save time at toll plazas. 

 

**Time your departure from Chicago:** Leave the city by 9 AM or wait until after 10 AM to avoid 
morning rush hour. Afternoon moves should depart Chicago after 6:30 PM to avoid evening 
congestion on outbound routes. 

 

**Update your address with both states:** File address changes with both Illinois and Indiana for 
driver's licenses, vehicle registration, and voter registration. Indiana requires establishing 
residency for various services and documentation. 

 

**Consider storage timing:** If your Chesterton home isn't ready immediately, Northwest Indiana 
storage facilities are significantly more affordable than Chicago options. This flexibility can ease 
timing pressures during cross-state transitions. 



 

**Verify homeowners insurance coverage:** Switching states requires new homeowners or 
renters insurance policies. Shop rates before moving, as Indiana premiums are typically lower 
than Illinois, providing additional savings. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've arrived, start by registering vehicles with the Indiana BMV (bring proof of residency, 
previous registration, and insurance), typically within 60 days of establishing residency. Connect 
with Chesterton's Parks Department for recreation programs and community events—the 
European Market runs weekends from May through September and provides an excellent 
introduction to local culture. Join the Chesterton Community Facebook groups to tap into 
recommendations for doctors, dentists, contractors, and services from established residents. 
Visit the Chesterton Public Library for library cards, community resources, and information about 
local organizations. Finally, explore the Indiana Dunes National Park early in your 
residency—having these beaches and trails as your backyard represents one of Chesterton's 
greatest lifestyle advantages. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Chesterton 
 

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Chesterton? 

A: Most Chicago to Chesterton moves range from $800-2,500 depending on home size 
and belongings volume. The approximately 50-mile distance qualifies as a cross-state 
move, with costs based on hourly rates (typically 4-8 hours total) plus materials and toll 
fees. Three-bedroom homes average $1,400-1,800, while smaller apartments run 
$800-1,200. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Chesterton? 

A: Late spring (May-June) and early fall (September-October) offer ideal moving weather 
and better availability than peak summer months. Families with school-age children 
typically prefer June or July moves to settle before the school year. Winter moves are 
possible but can face weather delays affecting the Chicago-Indiana corridor. 

 

Q: Do I need parking permits or special arrangements for moving to Chesterton? 

A: Most Chesterton residential areas don't require moving permits, as single-family 
homes typically have driveways and straightforward truck access. Unlike Chicago, street 
parking restrictions are minimal in residential neighborhoods. However, if moving to 
downtown Chesterton apartments or condos, check building requirements for elevator 
reservations or loading dock access. 

 

Q: What challenges should I expect moving from Chicago to Chesterton? 

A: The main challenge is coordinating cross-state logistics including timing around 



Chicago traffic, managing toll routes, and handling the administrative tasks of 
establishing Indiana residency. Unlike local moves, you're setting up all new utility 
accounts, changing state documentation, and potentially adjusting to reduced public 
transportation options. 

 

Q: Is Chesterton a good place for Chicago families relocating? 

A: Chesterton consistently ranks among the top Northwest Indiana destinations for 
Chicago families seeking affordability, space, and excellent schools. The Duneland 
School Corporation's strong reputation, combined with significantly lower housing costs 
and property taxes compared to Chicago suburbs, creates substantial financial 
advantages while maintaining reasonable commuting distance. 

 

Q: How long does the drive take from Chicago to Chesterton on moving day? 

A: Without traffic, the drive takes approximately one hour via I-94 to I-80/94 East. 
However, moving trucks departing Chicago during rush hour (7-9 AM or 4-6:30 PM) 
should expect 90+ minutes. Professional movers typically schedule early morning starts 
to clear the city before congestion builds. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Chesterton Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Chesterton moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Portage 

• Moving to Valparaiso 

• Moving to Burns Harbor 

https://affordablecitymovers.com
https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc
https://affordablecitymovers.com/chesterton-movers
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555425049886720
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/chicagomovers312/806555425049886720
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1iOCtd3Ak5WLF-VLWfZh2nRkG2E7Cdj4AAYfzyfB7T1M
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1ggL14hxdhIhg9WyL4lxWMhP9Phi3nT7SybG-_CxaaVM
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1eAb6Li1aVd1SACl36ORK8QIU0Jmd75ZCDf3MN5Kgji0


• Moving to Ogden Dunes 

• Moving to Porter 

 

• Moving to Porter 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=1XpDN54Ig-Fn_bRDQQD2xA6LgWzw4SuDv4MT7G3LoncE
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1ZQ4_UEOzbvGLiEQLGuLiH2gDUL6lgdZ-OA8ByZDI1-4
https://docs.google.com/open?id=1ZQ4_UEOzbvGLiEQLGuLiH2gDUL6lgdZ-OA8ByZDI1-4
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