Your Complete Guide to Moving to Cedar Lake,
Indiana

Welcome to Cedar Lake

Cedar Lake offers a refreshing alternative to Chicago's urban intensity while remaining
conveniently connected to the city's opportunities. This lakefront community in Lake County sits
approximately one hour from Chicago and has become increasingly popular with families and
professionals seeking more space, lower costs, and a slower pace of life without sacrificing
access to metropolitan amenities. The town centers around its namesake lake, which provides
year-round recreational opportunities and creates a resort-like atmosphere that residents enjoy
daily. Tree-lined streets, well-maintained parks, and a genuine small-town feel make Cedar Lake
particularly attractive to those leaving dense urban neighborhoods.

What sets Cedar Lake apart from other Northwest Indiana communities is its balance of natural
beauty and practical convenience. The lake itself serves as the community's centerpiece,
offering fishing, boating, swimming beaches, and scenic trails that give residents the kind of
outdoor lifestyle that's difficult to achieve in Chicago proper. Despite this peaceful, almost
vacation-like setting, Cedar Lake maintains excellent highway access to lllinois via 1-94 and
1-80/94, making commutes manageable for those who still work in the city. The community has
grown thoughtfully, preserving its character while adding modern amenities, quality shopping,
and diverse dining options that meet residents' needs without requiring constant trips back to
Chicago.

Planning Your Move

Timing your move to Cedar Lake strategically can make the entire process smoother and more
cost-effective. Summer months are the most popular time for family relocations, particularly for
those coordinating with the school year—many families prefer settling in before August to get
children enrolled and acclimated before classes begin. If you're planning a summer move,
booking 3-4 weeks in advance is essential, as this peak season sees high demand for moving
services. Fall and spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability, less competition for
moving dates, and often more flexible scheduling. Winter moves are certainly possible and
sometimes more affordable, though weather can occasionally create delays on highway routes
between lllinois and Indiana.

Cross-state moves between Chicago and Cedar Lake require more planning than local
relocations within the same state. Experienced Cedar L ake movers handle these logistics daily.
navigating toll routes. coordinating timing to avoid Chicago's notorious rush hour congestion,
and ensuring all cross-state requirements are met. Your move will likely involve the Indiana Toll
Road (1-80/94) with tolls ranging from $4-8 depending on your exit. plus the Chicago Skyway toll
($6.00). Most moving companies include these costs in upfront estimates, but it's worth
confirming so you're not surprised. Additionally. timing your move to avoid Friday afternoons and
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Monday mornings—when Chicago-area traffic is heaviest—can save significant time and reduce
stress on moving day.

Living Here

Daily life in Cedar Lake offers a striking contrast to Chicago's pace while maintaining surprising
convenience. The community centers around the lake and its recreational amenities—residents
regularly enjoy walking trails, beach access during summer months, fishing from the public pier,
and community events at lakeside pavilions. Shopping and services are readily available along
US-30 (Lincoln Highway), which runs through the area and hosts grocery stores, restaurants,
banks, and most essentials you'd need without traveling far. For more extensive shopping or
entertainment, the nearby communities of Merrillville and Schererville offer major retail centers,
while Chicago remains accessible for occasional city excursions, cultural events, or sporting
events.

The school systems represent one of the primary reasons families relocate from Chicago to
Cedar Lake. Lake County school districts serving the area consistently earn strong ratings, and
parents particularly appreciate smaller class sizes compared to Chicago Public Schools. The
difference in cost of living is substantial—housing costs typically run 40-50% less than
comparable Chicago properties, property taxes are generally lower despite funding good
schools, and you'll get significantly more square footage and yard space for your money. The
community is predominantly residential with various housing options from lakefront properties to
newer subdivisions and established neighborhoods, giving newcomers flexibility to find homes
that fit their needs and budgets.

Moving Tips for Cedar Lake

1. **Confirm toll payment methods**: Ensure your moving company has |-PASS or E-ZPass
for Indiana toll roads, or factor cash toll costs into your budget—the Indiana Toll Road
and Chicago Skyway tolls add up quickly.

1. **Schedule around Chicago traffic**: Plan your moving truck to leave Chicago before 2
PM on weekdays or consider weekend moves to avoid the outbound rush hour
congestion on 1-94 that can add 45+ minutes to your trip.

1. **Verify HOA requirements early**: Some Cedar Lake neighborhoods have homeowners
associations with specific moving restrictions, required insurance certificates, or
designated moving hours—check these at least two weeks before your move date.

1. **Arrange utilities before arrival**: Set up water, electric, gas, and internet service 1-2
weeks in advance; some providers serve limited areas in Lake County, so research your
specific address early.
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1. **Plan for larger spaces**: Cedar Lake homes typically offer more square footage than
Chicago apartments—measure doorways, stairways, and room dimensions to ensure
your furniture fits appropriately in your new layout.

1. **Update your address with lllinois and Indiana**: Don't forget to notify both states for
driver's license updates, vehicle registration transfers (Indiana requires registration
within 60 days), and voter registration changes.

Getting Settled

Once you've arrived in Cedar Lake, focus on the essentials first: locate the nearest grocery
stores along US-30, find your preferred gas stations, and drive your daily routes to work or
school a few times before you actually need to make them under pressure. Register with Cedar
Lake Town Hall for local services, update your address with USPS, and if you have children,
complete school registration promptly—bringing previous school records, immunization
documentation, and proof of residency. Connect with neighbors early; Cedar Lake maintains a
friendly, community-oriented culture where people genuinely welcome newcomers. Join local
Facebook groups or check the Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce website for community
events, which provide excellent opportunities to meet people and learn about local resources,
restaurants, and hidden gems that make your new town feel like home.

FAQs About Moving to Cedar Lake

Q: How much does it cost to move from Chicago to Cedar Lake?

A: Most Chicago to Cedar Lake moves cost $800-2,500 depending on home size and
belongings volume. A typical two-bedroom apartment runs $800-1,200, while
three-bedroom homes average $1,400-2,000. Cross-state moves cost more than local
relocations due to longer distances, toll expenses, and additional travel time. Get
detailed estimates from multiple companies, ensuring toll costs are included upfront
rather than added later.

Q: Do | need special permits for moving to Cedar Lake?

A: Cedar Lake generally doesn’'t require municipal moving permits for residential moves,
unlike Chicago. However, if you're moving into a neighborhood with a homeowners
association, check for specific requirements like elevator reservations, certificate of
insurance from your moving company, or restricted moving hours. Contact your HOA
management at least two weeks before moving day to avoid complications.

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Cedar Lake?

A: Late spring (May-June) and early fall (September-October) offer the best combination
of good weather, reasonable demand, and flexible scheduling. Summer months are most
popular for families but require booking 3-4 weeks ahead. Avoid winter moves when
possible, as show and ice on 1-94 can create delays, though winter rates are sometimes



discounted.

Q: What are the biggest challenges moving from Chicago to Cedar Lake?

A: The primary challenges include coordinating cross-state logistics, navigating Chicago
traffic when loading, dealing with Indiana toll roads, and adjusting to fewer immediate
services nearby. Unlike Chicago where everything is walkable or a short train ride away,
Cedar Lake requires a car for daily life. Some newcomers also experience initial isolation
adjusting from urban density to suburban quiet.

Q: Why are so many Chicago families moving to Cedar Lake?

A: Cedar Lake offers dramatically lower housing costs (40-50% less than Chicago),
excellent schools with smaller class sizes, lake access and outdoor recreation, more
living space, and lower property taxes while remaining within commuting distance.
Families can afford larger homes with yards, enjoy safer neighborhoods with less traffic,
and maintain Chicago connections for work or entertainment without the daily urban
stress.

Q: How long does the commute take from Cedar Lake to Chicago?

A: The drive typically takes 50-70 minutes depending on your Chicago destination and
time of day. Morning inbound commutes can stretch to 90 minutes during peak rush hour
(7-9 AM), while reverse commutes or off-peak travel often take under an hour. Most
residents working in Chicago's south suburbs have considerably shorter commutes,
around 20-35 minutes to areas like Lansing, Calumet City, or South Holland.

About Affordable City Movers

Affordable City Movers Chicago
3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657
Phone: 312-210-0259

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile

> Get a Free Quote: Cedar Lake Movers
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Stay Updated on Tumblr

@ Follow our Cedar Lake moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and
neighborhood information.

Explore More Moving Guides
* Movin . John

* Moving to Dyer

* Moving to Lowell

* Moving to Hobart

* Moving to Lake Station

» Moving to Lake Station
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