
Your Complete Guide to Moving to Brookfield, IL 
 

Welcome to Brookfield 
 

Nestled in the western suburbs of Chicago, Brookfield offers an appealing blend of small-town 
charm and big-city accessibility. This inner-ring suburb has carved out its own identity as a 
family-friendly community best known as home to the world-renowned Brookfield Zoo. With 
tree-lined streets, well-maintained parks, and a walkable downtown area along Burlington 
Avenue, Brookfield attracts residents seeking a genuine neighborhood feel while staying 
connected to Chicago's opportunities. The village's compact size—just over three square 
miles—creates a close-knit atmosphere where neighbors know each other and local businesses 
thrive. 

 

What sets Brookfield apart from other western suburbs is its established character and 
convenient location. The community features beautiful early-20th-century architecture, including 
many charming bungalows and vintage homes that give the area distinct personality. Unlike 
newer suburban developments, Brookfield has mature trees, established parks like Kiwanis 
Park and Salt Creek Greenway, and decades of community tradition. The zoo attracts millions of 
visitors annually, providing unique entertainment literally in your backyard. Meanwhile, quick 
access to I-290 and I-55, plus Metra stations at both Congress Park and Hollywood, means 
downtown Chicago is just 30 minutes away—offering the perfect balance between suburban 
tranquility and urban convenience. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Brookfield strategically can make the entire process smoother and more 
affordable. June through August represents peak moving season here, as families with 
school-age children prefer relocating during summer break to minimize disruption to their kids' 
education. If you're planning a summer move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to 
secure your preferred day, as availability becomes limited when everyone has the same idea. 
However, if your schedule allows flexibility, consider moving during spring or fall when you'll find 
better availability, potentially lower rates, and less competition for moving trucks and crews. 
Winter moves are least common but can offer significant advantages if you're comfortable with 
the possibility of cold weather on moving day. 

 

The logistics of moving in Brookfield differ considerably from Chicago relocations. Most 
residential properties feature driveways and garage access, which streamlines the loading and 
unloading process compared to navigating city apartment buildings with limited parking. 
However, Brookfield's older homes often include basements, second floors, and sometimes 
narrow staircases that require careful furniture maneuvering. Experienced Brookfield movers 
handle these logistics daily and know how to protect your belongings and property during the 
move. Street parking is generally available, but you'll want to consider the timing of your 
move—avoiding weekday rush hours (7-9 AM and 4-6 PM) helps prevent traffic delays, 
especially near the Metra stations and along major routes like 31st Street and Ogden Avenue. 
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Living Here 
 

Daily life in Brookfield centers around community connection and suburban convenience. The 
village offers excellent park facilities, a well-regarded public library, and the Hollywood Park 
Metra station that whisks commuters to downtown Chicago in roughly 30 minutes. Many 
residents walk or bike to local shops and restaurants along Burlington Avenue, where you'll find 
family-owned businesses, casual dining spots, and essential services. The Brookfield Zoo 
serves as both a world-class attraction and a neighborhood amenity—many residents purchase 
annual memberships and treat the zoo like their personal backyard. Grocery shopping is 
convenient with nearby options, and the community hosts regular events like summer concerts 
and farmers markets that bring neighbors together. 

 

For families, Brookfield's school districts play a significant role in the community fabric. Local 
elementary and middle schools serve the village, while high school students typically attend 
Riverside Brookfield High School. The schools' academic calendars influence neighborhood 
rhythms, from the quiet mornings when kids are in class to the bustling afternoons when sports 
and activities fill the parks. Housing stock primarily consists of single-family homes, many built 
between the 1920s and 1950s, with well-maintained bungalows, classic colonials, and charming 
ranches. You'll also find townhomes and some condominium options for those seeking less 
maintenance. Most properties include basements for storage, front porches perfect for summer 
evenings, and backyards where families gather. The multi-level nature of many homes means 
move-in day requires careful planning for navigating stairs and doorways with larger furniture 
pieces. 

 

Moving Tips for Brookfield 
 

1.​ **Reserve your moving date early during summer months**: Competition for moving 
services peaks from June through August when school's out, so secure your preferred 
date at least 3-4 weeks ahead to avoid last-minute availability issues. 

 

1.​ **Measure doorways and stairways in advance**: Many Brookfield homes feature 
vintage staircases with turns, basement stairs, and standard doorways that may 
challenge modern oversized furniture—measure before moving day to plan accordingly. 

 

1.​ **Check parking restrictions along your street**: While most homes have driveways, 
familiarize yourself with any posted street parking regulations and inform your movers 
about the best access points to your property. 

 

1.​ **Plan around rush hour traffic**: Schedule your move to avoid weekday morning (7-9 
AM) and evening (4-6 PM) commuter traffic, especially if your route includes Ogden 
Avenue, 31st Street, or areas near Metra stations. 

 

1.​ **Prepare basement and attic spaces**: Since many Brookfield homes include 



basements and attic storage, decide in advance what's moving from these spaces and 
ensure they're accessible and well-lit for your moving crew. 

 

1.​ **Notify utility providers two weeks ahead**: Set up or transfer electric (ComEd), gas 
(Nicor), water, and internet service before your move date to ensure everything's 
functioning when you arrive at your new Brookfield home. 

 

Getting Settled in Brookfield 
 

Once you've unpacked the essentials, start exploring your new community to feel at home 
quickly. Register for village services and trash collection through the Village of Brookfield offices, 
and obtain your vehicle sticker if required for street parking. Visit the Brookfield Public Library to 
get a library card and learn about community programs and resources. Take a walk through 
your neighborhood to introduce yourself to neighbors—Brookfield residents are generally 
friendly and welcoming to newcomers. Locate your nearest Metra station and practice the 
commute if you'll be traveling to Chicago for work. Check out local favorites along Burlington 
Avenue for coffee, pizza, and everyday necessities. If you have children, connect with their new 
schools before the first day, and explore nearby parks like Kiwanis Park or the Salt Creek Trail 
system. Consider visiting Brookfield Zoo with a fresh perspective as a resident rather than just a 
tourist—it's one of the unique perks of living here. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Brookfield 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Brookfield? 

A: Moving costs in Brookfield typically range from $400-$800 for local moves within the 
western suburbs, depending on home size and belongings volume. A typical 
three-bedroom house move averages $600-$900, while smaller apartments cost 
$350-$500. Summer moves (June-August) may have premium pricing due to high 
demand, while spring and fall often offer better rates with the same quality service. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Brookfield? 

A: Brookfield generally doesn't require special moving permits for residential moves, as 
most homes have driveway access for moving trucks. However, if your moving truck will 
occupy street parking for extended periods or block traffic, contact the Brookfield Police 
Department non-emergency line at (708) 485-7344 to inform them of your moving day 
plans and ensure you're not violating any local parking ordinances. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Brookfield? 

A: The best time to move to Brookfield is during late spring (April-May) or early fall 
(September-October) when you'll find good weather, better moving company availability, 
and less competition for dates. Families with school-age children often prefer June 
through August for summer break convenience, but these months require earlier booking 
and may have higher rates due to peak demand. 



 

Q: What are the biggest challenges when moving to Brookfield homes? 

A: The primary moving challenges in Brookfield involve navigating stairs and tight 
spaces in older homes built between the 1920s-1950s. Many properties feature basement 
stairs, second-floor bedrooms, vintage stairways with turns, and standard-width 
doorways that require careful furniture maneuvering. Additionally, some streets have 
mature trees with low-hanging branches that moving trucks must navigate carefully 
when parking. 

 

Q: Why do families choose to move to Brookfield? 

A: Families are drawn to Brookfield for its small-town community feel combined with 
excellent Chicago access. The village offers quality schools, safe neighborhoods, 
affordable housing compared to other inner-ring suburbs, and unique amenities like 
Brookfield Zoo in your backyard. The 30-minute Metra commute to downtown Chicago 
provides suburban living without sacrificing career opportunities, while walkable streets 
and local parks create an ideal environment for raising children. 

 

Q: How is commuting from Brookfield to Chicago? 

A: Commuting from Brookfield to Chicago is highly convenient with multiple options. 
Metra's BNSF Railway line offers frequent service from two stations (Hollywood and 
Congress Park), reaching downtown's Union Station in approximately 30 minutes. 
Drivers can access I-290 or I-55 for a 25-40 minute drive depending on traffic. Many 
residents choose the train to avoid parking costs and rush-hour congestion, making 
Brookfield ideal for professionals working in the city. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Brookfield Movers 
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Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Brookfield moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Westchester 

• Moving to Downers Grove 

• Moving to La Grange 

• Moving to La Grange Park 

• Moving to Western Springs 

 

• Moving to Western Springs 
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