
Moving to Avondale: Your Complete Chicago 
Neighborhood Guide 
 

Welcome to Avondale 
 

Avondale stands out as one of Chicago's most authentic Northwest Side neighborhoods, 
offering a residential feel without sacrificing urban convenience. Bordered by the Kennedy 
Expressway to the east and stretching west toward the Milwaukee Avenue corridor, this diverse 
community has maintained its neighborhood character while experiencing steady growth. 
Tree-lined streets showcase classic Chicago architecture, from brick bungalows to vintage 
courtyard buildings, while a burgeoning restaurant and cafe scene reflects the area's evolving 
identity. The neighborhood attracts young professionals, families, and long-time residents who 
appreciate the balance between affordability and accessibility. 

 

What makes Avondale particularly appealing is its genuine neighborhood atmosphere combined 
with practical urban living. Unlike some trendier Chicago areas where development has driven 
prices skyward, Avondale maintains reasonable rental rates (averaging around $1,300) while 
offering authentic local businesses, community parks, and a strong sense of place. The Blue 
Line provides direct access to downtown and O'Hare Airport, making commutes straightforward. 
This combination of affordability, transit access, and community character explains why many 
Chicagoans choose Avondale as their long-term home rather than just a stepping stone 
neighborhood. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Avondale strategically can save money and reduce stress. Late fall through 
early spring typically offers better availability with moving companies and more flexible 
scheduling options. Summer months from May through September represent peak moving 
season across Chicago, with higher demand driving up costs and limiting availability. If you're 
planning a summer move, book 3-4 weeks in advance to secure your preferred date and time. 
Weather considerations matter less in Avondale than in some Chicago neighborhoods since 
most buildings have covered entryways and the streets are well-maintained year-round. 

 

The logistics of moving in Avondale require some advance preparation, particularly regarding 
parking and permits. The neighborhood falls within Zone 2 for residential parking, and parking 
enforcement actively monitors the area. Experienced Avondale movers handle these logistics 
daily and understand the permit requirements, building access considerations, and optimal 
routes through local streets. Most residential blocks require temporary parking permits for 
moving trucks, which must be requested at least 10 business days in advance through 
Chicago's 311 system. Planning ahead ensures your moving day proceeds smoothly without 
unexpected delays or parking tickets. 
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Living Here 
 

Avondale's housing stock reflects the neighborhood's Northwest Side character, featuring a 
diverse mix of building types that range from vintage walk-ups to modern construction. 
Three-flat buildings and classic courtyard apartments dominate many blocks, offering the charm 
of older Chicago architecture with units that often include hardwood floors, built-in cabinetry, and 
generous room sizes. You'll also find brick bungalows on quieter residential streets and newer 
construction developments near major corridors. Most buildings are low-rise with walk-up 
access, though some larger complexes offer elevator service. Understanding your building's 
specific requirements—narrow stairways, tight hallways, or elevator reservation systems—helps 
ensure a smooth move-in experience. 

 

Day-to-day life in Avondale centers around local amenities and convenient city connections. The 
Blue Line's Belmont and Addison stations provide quick access to Logan Square, Wicker Park, 
downtown, and O'Hare Airport, making the neighborhood practical for various commute 
patterns. Milwaukee Avenue serves as a primary commercial corridor with growing dining 
options, corner stores, and service businesses. Residents appreciate Kelvyn Park for outdoor 
recreation and community events, while neighborhood coffee shops and taverns serve as 
casual gathering spots. The area maintains an authentic Chicago feel—you'll find family-owned 
businesses alongside newer establishments, creating a genuine sense of community. Grocery 
shopping includes national chains within a short drive and smaller markets for everyday needs. 
Zone 2 parking means street parking requires residential permits, something to factor into your 
housing search if you own a vehicle. 

 

Moving Tips for Avondale 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits early**: Request temporary no-parking signs through 311 at 
least 10 business days before your move date. Specify your exact address and the 
hours you'll need truck access. 

 

1.​ **Measure stairways and doorways**: Many Avondale buildings feature vintage 
dimensions with narrow turns and lower ceiling heights. Measure your larger furniture 
pieces and building access points beforehand to avoid move-day surprises. 

 

1.​ **Reserve elevator time if applicable**: Buildings with elevators often require advance 
reservation for move-in/move-out times. Contact your landlord or building management 
at least one week ahead to schedule your time slot. 

 

1.​ **Plan for Zone 2 parking**: If you're driving a personal vehicle on moving day, be aware 
that street parking requires residential permits in Zone 2. Visitors can use pay-by-phone 
parking or your movers will handle their own truck permits. 

 

1.​ **Notify neighbors on multi-unit buildings**: A courtesy heads-up to neighbors about your 
moving day helps maintain good relationships and they'll be more understanding about 



temporary noise and hallway activity. 

 

1.​ **Account for Blue Line proximity**: If you're near the Blue Line tracks, ground-floor or 
garden units may experience train noise. Request units on the opposite side of buildings 
if noise sensitivity is a concern, and schedule move-in times to allow for testing noise 
levels. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

Once you've moved in, start with the essentials: set up your ComEd electricity account, transfer 
or establish internet service, and register for your Zone 2 residential parking permit through the 
City of Chicago website if you have a vehicle. Update your address with USPS, your employer, 
and important accounts. Take time to explore your immediate surroundings—walk to the nearest 
Blue Line station, locate your closest grocery store, and introduce yourself to neighbors. Many 
longtime Avondale residents are welcoming and can share recommendations for local services, 
restaurants, and hidden gems. Join neighborhood social media groups or the Avondale 
community organizations to stay informed about local events, street closures, and community 
happenings. Building these connections early helps you feel at home faster. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Avondale 
 

Q: How much does it cost to hire movers in Avondale? 

 

A: Moving costs in Avondale typically range from $300-800 for local moves depending on 
apartment size, building type, and stair access. A studio or one-bedroom usually costs 
$300-450, while larger two or three-bedroom apartments range from $500-800. Walk-up 
buildings without elevator access may incur additional fees due to extra labor. Get 
quotes from multiple companies and confirm whether they include parking permit 
coordination. 

 

Q: What parking permits do I need for moving day in Avondale? 

 

A: You'll need temporary no-parking signs for moving trucks, requested through 
Chicago's 311 system at least 10 business days in advance. Avondale is Zone 2 for 
residential parking, and enforcement is active. Your moving company should handle their 
own truck permits, but confirm this when booking. Budget approximately $100-150 for 
permit costs, which some moving companies include in their service. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Avondale? 

 

A: Late fall through early spring (October through April) offers better moving company 
availability and often lower rates. Summer months from May through September are peak 



season with higher demand and prices. Book 3-4 weeks ahead for summer moves, or 2-3 
weeks for off-season moves. Weather is manageable year-round since most Avondale 
buildings have covered entryways and street access is generally good even in winter. 

 

Q: What makes moving in Avondale challenging? 

 

A: The primary challenges are walk-up buildings without elevators, vintage architecture 
with narrow stairways, and Zone 2 parking enforcement requiring proper permits. Many 
buildings have tight hallway turns and lower ceiling heights than modern construction. 
Street parking can be limited during busy times, making advance permit requests 
essential. However, these are manageable challenges with proper planning and 
experienced movers familiar with Northwest Side building types. 

 

Q: Why are people moving to Avondale? 

 

A: Avondale offers affordable rents (averaging $1,300) compared to pricier 
neighborhoods while maintaining excellent Blue Line access to downtown and O'Hare. 
The neighborhood provides authentic Chicago character with diverse housing options, a 
growing restaurant scene, and strong community feel. It attracts residents seeking value 
without sacrificing urban convenience—you get neighborhood charm, reasonable costs, 
and practical transit connections in one package. 

 

Q: Are Avondale apartments usually walk-ups or elevator buildings? 

 

A: Most Avondale buildings are walk-ups, including three-flats, courtyard apartments, 
and vintage buildings typical of Chicago's Northwest Side. Some newer developments 
and larger complexes near major streets have elevator access, but these are less 
common. When apartment hunting, specifically ask about stairs if mobility or moving 
heavy furniture is a concern. Walk-ups are part of Avondale's classic Chicago character 
and often feature more spacious layouts than elevator buildings. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 
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https://share.google/teSpT8N6ewBJo3cuc


 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Avondale Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Avondale moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Jefferson Park 

• Moving to Portage Park 

• Moving to Pilsen 

• Moving to Bridgeport 

• Moving to Chinatown 

 

• Moving to Chinatown 
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