
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Armour Square 
 

Welcome to Armour Square 
 

Armour Square stands out as one of Chicago's most culturally vibrant South Side 
neighborhoods, anchored by the iconic Guaranteed Rate Field and the thriving Chinatown 
district. This compact neighborhood bounded by the Dan Ryan Expressway, Pershing Road, 
and the Chicago River offers an authentic Chicago experience with a diverse community, 
accessible housing options, and unbeatable proximity to downtown. The neighborhood's 
character blends historic architecture with modern development, creating a unique urban 
environment where lifelong Chicagoans and newcomers find common ground. Whether you're 
drawn by the energy of game days, the exceptional Asian cuisine and markets in Chinatown, or 
simply the convenience of living minutes from the Loop, Armour Square delivers an authentic 
South Side experience. 

 

What truly sets Armour Square apart is its remarkable diversity and the genuine neighborhood 
feel that persists despite its proximity to major institutions and infrastructure. The Chinatown 
district serves as the cultural heart, offering not just restaurants but grocery stores, cultural 
centers, and community gatherings that create a true neighborhood hub. Beyond Chinatown, 
you'll find pockets of residential streets with vintage walk-ups and newer construction that 
maintain a human scale. The neighborhood's location means you're never far from major 
Chicago attractions—McCormick Place, the Museum Campus, and downtown are all easily 
accessible—yet Armour Square maintains its own distinct identity rather than feeling like a 
transitional area. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Armour Square strategically can make a significant difference in both 
availability and cost. Late fall through early spring typically offers better availability and more 
flexible scheduling, while summer months from May through September represent peak moving 
season with higher demand and premium pricing. The neighborhood sees increased activity 
around White Sox game schedules and Chinatown events, so checking the calendar for major 
happenings can help you avoid traffic complications on moving day. Booking 3-4 weeks in 
advance gives you the best selection of dates and ensures you can secure necessary parking 
permits without last-minute stress. 

 

The logistics of moving in Armour Square require advance planning, particularly around parking 
permits and street navigation. Experienced Armour Square movers handle these logistics daily 
and understand the neighborhood's specific challenges, from narrow residential streets to 
coordination with building management in larger properties. You'll need to request temporary 
moving truck parking permits at least 10 business days in advance through the City of Chicago 
311 system, as parking enforcement actively monitors Zone 2 areas. The neighborhood's mix of 
one-way streets and limited parking means having proper permits isn't just recommended—it's 
essential for avoiding tickets and keeping your move on schedule. 
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Living Here 
 

Armour Square's housing stock reflects Chicago's architectural history while accommodating 
modern needs. The neighborhood features predominantly walk-up apartments in vintage 
three-story buildings, alongside newer construction that's appeared in recent years. Many 
buildings date from the early 20th century, with characteristic features like high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, and layouts that reflect their era—including narrow hallways and staircases 
that require experienced movers familiar with maneuvering furniture through tight spaces. Some 
newer developments offer elevator access and modern amenities, but the neighborhood's 
character largely comes from its older building stock. With an average rent around $1,100, 
Armour Square offers relatively affordable housing compared to many Chicago neighborhoods, 
making it attractive for young professionals, families, and students. 

 

Day-to-day life in Armour Square centers around Chinatown's commercial district along 
Wentworth Avenue and Cermak Road, where you'll find full-service grocery stores, bakeries, 
restaurants, and specialty shops. The Red Line provides direct access to downtown and the 
North Side, with stations at Cermak-Chinatown and Sox-35th offering convenient options 
depending on your destination. For drivers, the Dan Ryan Expressway and nearby highway 
access make commuting straightforward, though parking at your residence typically requires 
Zone 2 residential permits. The neighborhood maintains a lived-in feel throughout the week, 
with morning dim sum crowds, evening restaurant-goers, and game day energy creating distinct 
rhythms. Parks and recreational spaces are somewhat limited within Armour Square proper, but 
the lakefront and larger parks are just minutes away. 

 

Moving Tips for Armour Square 
 

**Secure parking permits early:** Submit your temporary moving truck parking permit request 
through Chicago 311 at least 10 business days before your move. Specify the exact location 
and hours needed, and keep confirmation documentation accessible on moving day. 

 

**Check the White Sox schedule:** Game days at Guaranteed Rate Field bring significant traffic 
and parking challenges to surrounding streets. Plan your move around home games when 
possible, or schedule for morning hours before game-time congestion. 

 

**Prepare for walk-ups:** Most Armour Square buildings are three-story walk-ups without 
elevators. Discuss stairway dimensions and any tight turns with your moving crew beforehand, 
and consider decluttering to reduce what needs to be carried up or down. 

 

**Navigate Chinatown traffic patterns:** The core Chinatown area experiences heavy pedestrian 
and vehicle traffic, especially on weekends. If you're moving to or from this section, early 
morning (before 9 AM) offers the clearest streets and easiest access. 

 



**Coordinate building access:** Many vintage buildings have specific door widths, vestibule 
configurations, and hallway turns that affect furniture moving. Measure large items and 
doorways in advance, and have building keys or access codes confirmed before moving day. 

 

**Plan for limited loading zones:** Residential streets in Armour Square typically lack 
designated loading zones. Your parking permit creates a temporary loading area, but 
communicate exact placement with neighbors if possible to minimize disruption. 

 

Getting Settled in Armour Square 
 

Once you've moved in, establishing your Armour Square routine happens quickly thanks to the 
neighborhood's walkability and concentrated amenities. Apply for your Zone 2 parking permit 
through the City Clerk's office if you have a vehicle—you'll need proof of residency and vehicle 
registration. Register for a Ventra card to take full advantage of Red Line access, and explore 
Chinatown's grocery stores to find your preferred markets for weekly shopping. Introduce 
yourself to neighbors in your building, as the community-oriented culture in Armour Square 
means people generally look out for each other. Join neighborhood social media groups or the 
Armour Square Community Alliance to stay informed about local events, safety updates, and 
community initiatives that make the neighborhood thrive. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Armour Square 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Armour Square? 

A: Moving costs in Armour Square typically range from $400-800 for local moves, 
depending on apartment size and whether you're in a walk-up building. Three-story 
walk-ups require more labor time, which affects pricing. Summer months and weekends 
command premium rates, while late fall through early spring offers better value. Most 
moves in the neighborhood's typical one- and two-bedroom apartments take 3-5 hours. 

 

Q: What parking permits do I need for moving day in Armour Square? 

A: You need temporary no-parking signs (moving truck permits) from the City of Chicago 
311 system, requested at least 10 business days before your move. These permits 
reserve street space specifically for your moving truck in Zone 2. Without proper permits, 
you risk tickets and towing, as parking enforcement actively monitors the area. Permits 
typically cost $25-60 depending on duration and street type. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Armour Square? 

A: Late fall through early spring (October through April) offers the best combination of 
availability, pricing, and weather cooperation. Avoid summer months when moving 
demand peaks and game days at Guaranteed Rate Field when traffic complicates 
logistics. Weekday moves are easier than weekends when Chinatown sees heaviest foot 
and vehicle traffic. Book 3-4 weeks ahead regardless of season. 



 

Q: What makes moving in Armour Square challenging? 

A: The predominance of walk-up buildings without elevators creates the primary 
challenge—most apartments require carrying everything up or down two to three flights 
of stairs. Narrow hallways in vintage buildings can complicate furniture maneuvering. 
Limited street parking and active Zone 2 enforcement mean permits are non-negotiable. 
Game day traffic and Chinatown congestion require strategic timing. 

 

Q: Why do people move to Armour Square? 

A: Affordable rent averaging $1,100 makes Armour Square accessible compared to 
pricier Chicago neighborhoods. The Red Line provides quick downtown access while 
maintaining a neighborhood feel. Chinatown offers exceptional dining, authentic Asian 
groceries, and cultural amenities rare elsewhere in Chicago. The diverse, 
community-oriented atmosphere appeals to people seeking authentic urban living 
without trendy neighborhood pricing. 

 

Q: Are Armour Square buildings difficult to move furniture into? 

A: Many Armour Square buildings present typical vintage Chicago challenges—narrow 
staircases, tight landing turns, and standard-width doorways that require furniture 
disassembly for larger pieces. Three-story walk-ups without elevators mean everything 
travels by stairs. However, experienced movers familiar with the neighborhood's building 
stock navigate these features routinely. Measuring furniture and doorways beforehand 
prevents surprises on moving day. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Armour Square Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Armour Square moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
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neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Douglas 

• Moving to Garfield Ridge 

• Moving to Near North Side 

• Moving to Near West Side 

• Moving to Fulton Market 

 

• Moving to Fulton Market 
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