
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Arlington Heights 
 

Welcome to Arlington Heights 
 

Arlington Heights stands out as one of Chicago's most established northwest suburbs, offering 
the perfect blend of small-town charm and big-city convenience. With its vibrant downtown 
district featuring local shops, restaurants, and seasonal festivals, the village maintains a distinct 
community identity while providing excellent access to Chicago. Tree-lined streets, 
well-maintained parks, and a mix of historic and modern homes create an attractive 
environment that appeals to families, young professionals, and retirees alike. The village's 
commitment to maintaining its downtown core while supporting residential neighborhoods gives 
Arlington Heights a character that's increasingly rare in suburban development. 

 

What truly sets Arlington Heights apart is its exceptional connectivity combined with genuine 
suburban living. The Metra rail station provides direct access to downtown Chicago, while major 
highways make car commuting equally convenient. Unlike many suburbs that function primarily 
as bedroom communities, Arlington Heights has cultivated its own economic and cultural 
identity with strong local businesses, community events like the Arlington Heights Farmers 
Market, and recreational facilities including Arlington Lakes Golf Club and dozens of parks. This 
self-sufficiency means residents enjoy suburban space and safety without sacrificing amenities 
or feeling disconnected from urban opportunities. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move to Arlington Heights strategically can significantly impact both cost and 
convenience. June through August represents peak moving season here, as families coordinate 
relocations with the school calendar to minimize disruption for children. If you're planning a 
summer move, book your moving date 3-4 weeks in advance to secure availability, as 
experienced Arlington Heights movers fill their schedules quickly during this period. Fall and 
spring offer excellent alternatives with better availability, more flexible scheduling, and often less 
competition for your preferred moving date. Weather-wise, May through October provides the 
most predictable conditions, though professional movers handle Arlington Heights relocations 
year-round with proper preparation. 

 

The logistics of moving in Arlington Heights differ significantly from urban Chicago moves. Most 
properties feature driveways and direct garage access, which streamlines the loading process 
compared to street parking situations. However, many homes include basements, finished 
attics, and multiple levels that require careful planning for furniture navigation. Moving trucks 
can typically park directly at properties without the complex permit requirements common in the 
city, though some condominium and townhome communities have specific moving hours or 
elevator reservations to coordinate. Understanding Arlington Heights' layout—from the compact 
downtown area to sprawling residential neighborhoods—helps ensure your moving day 
proceeds smoothly regardless of which part of the village you're relocating to or from. 
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Living Here 
 

Daily life in Arlington Heights revolves around a balanced suburban lifestyle with convenient city 
access. Most residents commute to Chicago via either the Metra UP-Northwest line, which 
reaches downtown in about 40 minutes, or by car using I-90 or Route 53. This dual accessibility 
makes Arlington Heights particularly attractive to those who work in the city but prefer suburban 
living. The village's school districts—primarily Township High School District 214 and CCSD 
25—are key considerations for families, and many time their moves around the academic 
calendar. Local amenities include the Arlington Heights Memorial Library, Metropolis Performing 
Arts Centre, and numerous shopping areas from downtown boutiques to major retail centers like 
Arlington Town Square. 

 

The housing landscape here caters to diverse preferences and budgets. Single-family homes 
dominate much of the village, ranging from charming mid-century ranches to newer 
construction, with lot sizes that provide actual yards—a luxury compared to Chicago proper. 
Townhomes and condominiums offer lower-maintenance alternatives, particularly popular with 
young professionals and downsizing empty-nesters. The prevalence of multi-level homes with 
basements means residents enjoy generous storage space, though it does require more 
planning during moves. Garage access is standard in most properties, protecting vehicles 
during harsh winters while simplifying deliveries and move-in days. The stable, established 
nature of Arlington Heights neighborhoods creates a community atmosphere where residents 
know their neighbors and participate in local activities. 

 

Moving Tips for Arlington Heights 
 

1.​ **Verify HOA or condo requirements early**: Many Arlington Heights townhome and 
condominium communities require advance notice for moves, including elevator 
reservations and specific moving hours (often restricting weekend moves). Contact your 
property management at least two weeks before moving day. 

 

1.​ **Plan for multi-level moves**: Most Arlington Heights homes include basements and 
second floors. Measure doorways, stairwells, and basement access points beforehand to 
ensure large furniture fits, and communicate any tight spaces to your movers during the 
estimate. 

 

1.​ **Schedule around Metra and rush hour**: If you're moving near downtown Arlington 
Heights or along major commuter routes, avoid weekday rush hours (7-9 AM and 4-6 
PM) when possible. Traffic congestion around the Metra station can impact timing during 
peak commute times. 

 

1.​ **Consider driveway and street conditions**: While most properties have driveway 
access, winter moves may require snow removal or salting to ensure safe loading. In fall, 
be mindful of leaf piles that might block optimal truck positioning. 

 



1.​ **Update village services promptly**: Register for Arlington Heights' garbage and 
recycling services, which differ from Chicago's system. You'll need to arrange for your 
own refuse collection rather than relying on city services. 

 

1.​ **Protect your home during the move**: Many Arlington Heights homes feature 
hardwood floors and updated finishes. Ensure your movers use floor protection, door 
guards, and furniture padding to preserve your property's condition. 

 

Getting Settled in Your New Home 
 

Once you've completed your move to Arlington Heights, focus first on the essentials: 
transferring utilities, updating your driver's license and vehicle registration at the Arlington 
Heights Village Hall, and familiarizing yourself with your new neighborhood. Take a walk or drive 
around to locate your nearest grocery stores, pharmacies, and the library. If you have children, 
connect with your school district's registration office—CCSD 25 and Township High School 
District 214 are well-organized but appreciate early contact. Join local Facebook groups or 
check out the Arlington Heights Park District programs to quickly integrate into community life. 
The village's website offers comprehensive resident resources, and the Chamber of Commerce 
can connect you with local services from healthcare providers to home contractors as you settle 
into suburban life. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Arlington Heights 
 

Q: How much do movers cost in Arlington Heights? 

A: Arlington Heights moving costs typically range from $400-900 for local moves, 
depending on home size and complexity. A standard three-bedroom house move 
averages $600-750. Multi-level homes with basements may cost more due to additional 
labor. Summer moves during peak season (June-August) command premium rates, while 
fall and spring offer better value. Most movers provide free estimates with in-person or 
virtual home assessments. 

 

Q: Do I need a parking permit to move in Arlington Heights? 

A: Unlike Chicago, Arlington Heights typically doesn't require street parking permits for 
moving trucks since most properties have driveway access. However, if you're moving 
into a condominium or townhome, check with your HOA about specific 
requirements—many mandate advance notice, designated moving hours, and elevator 
reservations. Single-family homes rarely have any permit requirements for moving day. 

 

Q: What's the best time of year to move to Arlington Heights? 

A: Late spring (May) and early fall (September-October) offer ideal moving conditions 
with good weather, better mover availability, and lower rates than peak summer months. 
Families with school-age children often prefer June through August despite higher costs 
and peak demand. Winter moves are feasible but require additional preparation for snow 



and cold. Avoid booking holiday weekends when availability is most limited. 

 

Q: What makes moving in Arlington Heights different from moving in Chicago? 

A: Arlington Heights moves benefit from driveway access, eliminating most street 
parking challenges common in Chicago. However, most homes feature basements, 
multiple levels, and sometimes finished attics requiring more furniture maneuvering. You 
won't deal with tight elevator schedules or loading dock restrictions, but longer carry 
distances on larger properties and potential subdivision traffic during peak hours require 
consideration. 

 

Q: How far in advance should I book movers for Arlington Heights? 

A: Book 3-4 weeks ahead for summer moves (June-August) when demand peaks due to 
school schedules. Fall and spring moves require 2-3 weeks' notice for optimal date 
selection. Last-minute bookings are often possible during off-peak seasons, but early 
scheduling ensures you secure your preferred date and time, especially for weekend 
moves when most families prefer to relocate. 

 

Q: What should I know about Arlington Heights neighborhoods before moving? 

A: Arlington Heights features diverse neighborhoods from the walkable downtown area 
to spacious subdivisions like Scarsdale and Thomas. Proximity to the Metra station 
commands premium home prices but offers unbeatable Chicago commutes. School 
district boundaries significantly impact property values, with areas served by 
highly-rated schools in particular demand. Most neighborhoods are well-established with 
mature trees and families, creating stable, community-focused environments ideal for 
long-term residence. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Arlington Heights Movers 
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Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Arlington Heights moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 

Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Mount Prospect 

• Moving to Des Plaines 

• Moving to Palatine 

• Moving to Buffalo Grove 

• Moving to Wheeling 

 

• Moving to Wheeling 
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