
Your Complete Guide to Moving in Andersonville 
 

Welcome to Andersonville 
 

Andersonville stands out as one of Chicago's most distinctive North Side neighborhoods, where 
Swedish heritage meets contemporary urban living. The commercial heart along Clark Street 
showcases an eclectic mix of independent bookstores, vintage shops, internationally-acclaimed 
restaurants, and the famous Swedish American Museum. This neighborhood has cultivated a 
welcoming atmosphere that celebrates diversity, with a particularly strong LGBTQ+ community 
presence and a commitment to supporting locally-owned businesses over chain stores. 
Tree-lined residential streets branch off from the bustling commercial corridor, creating peaceful 
pockets that feel surprisingly quiet despite being just blocks from the action. 

 

What makes Andersonville truly special is its strong sense of community identity without the 
pretension found in some Chicago neighborhoods. The area maintains an authentic, lived-in 
character where longtime residents and newcomers genuinely interact at farmers markets, 
community events, and neighborhood institutions. You'll find people walking their dogs at any 
hour, families pushing strollers to local playgrounds, and couples enjoying the outdoor patios 
that come alive during warmer months. The neighborhood strikes that rare balance between 
having plenty to do while maintaining a residential, approachable vibe that makes it feel like 
home rather than just a place to live. 

 

Planning Your Move 
 

Timing your move strategically can make a significant difference in both availability and cost. 
Late fall through early spring typically offers better availability and more flexible scheduling with 
professional movers. Summer months from May through September represent peak moving 
season in Andersonville, when leases turn over, families relocate before school starts, and 
demand reaches its highest point. Booking 3-4 weeks in advance gives you the best selection of 
dates and ensures you secure experienced crews during your preferred timeframe. If you're 
moving during summer weekends, consider scheduling for a weekday when streets are less 
congested and moving crews have more availability. 

 

Andersonville's logistics require some advance preparation to ensure a smooth moving day. 
Most residential streets require temporary moving truck parking permits, which you must request 
at least 10 business days in advance through the City of Chicago 311 system. Parking 
enforcement actively monitors Zone 2, so having proper permits isn't optional—it's essential to 
avoid tickets and ensuring your moving truck can park legally where needed. Experienced 
Andersonville movers handle these logistics daily and can guide you through the permit process 
while managing the building-specific requirements that make each move unique. The 
neighborhood's mix of vintage buildings and modern construction means your moving crew 
needs familiarity with everything from coordinating elevator schedules to efficiently navigating 
walk-ups with narrow staircases. 
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Living Here 
 

Daily life in Andersonville centers around its thriving Clark Street corridor and the quieter 
residential blocks that extend east and west. The neighborhood offers an impressive density of 
amenities within walking distance—independent coffee shops where baristas know your order, 
the Women & Children First bookstore (a neighborhood institution), outstanding restaurants 
representing cuisines from Ethiopian to Swedish to Thai, and the weekend farmers market that 
draws crowds throughout summer and fall. Average rent hovers around $1,500, reflecting the 
neighborhood's desirability while remaining more accessible than neighborhoods like Lincoln 
Park or Lakeview. The housing stock includes classic Chicago walk-up apartments, vintage 
courtyard buildings with period details, and newer construction with modern amenities, giving 
renters and buyers options across different price points and preferences. 

 

Transportation options make Andersonville convenient for commuters and weekend explorers 
alike. The Red Line's Berwyn station provides direct access to downtown, the Loop, and the 
South Side, while Bus 22 runs along Clark Street connecting you to other North Side 
neighborhoods. Many residents find themselves walking or biking for daily errands since so 
many necessities exist within the neighborhood boundaries. Street parking operates under Zone 
2 residential permit rules, and while finding spaces requires patience during evening hours, it's 
generally more manageable than denser neighborhoods closer to downtown. The community's 
walkability extends beyond commercial areas—tree-canopied residential streets, Winnemac 
Park's open spaces, and the lakefront's accessibility make Andersonville feel both urban and 
livable. 

 

Moving Tips 
 

1.​ **Secure parking permits 10+ business days ahead**: Contact Chicago 311 to request 
temporary no-parking zones for moving trucks. Processing takes time, and you can't 
move forward without proper permits in Zone 2. 

 

1.​ **Confirm building requirements early**: Contact your building management or landlord 
to reserve elevators, confirm loading dock access, and understand any insurance 
certificate requirements. Many buildings require 48-hours notice minimum. 

 

1.​ **Measure doorways and stairwells**: Vintage Andersonville buildings often have narrow 
entries and tight turns. Measure your largest furniture pieces and compare them to 
doorways, especially if you're moving into a walk-up apartment. 

 

1.​ **Plan for stairs**: Many Andersonville buildings are three-story walk-ups without 
elevators. Communicate your building's layout to your moving crew during booking so 
they can allocate appropriate time and staff. 

 

1.​ **Schedule around street cleaning**: Check your block's street cleaning schedule and 
avoid moving days that coincide with posted cleaning times, when your permits won't 



override street cleaning restrictions. 

 

1.​ **Consider alley access**: Many Andersonville buildings have alley access that can be 
easier than front-door loading. Scout both options before moving day and communicate 
the best approach to your movers. 

 

Getting Settled 
 

After moving boxes are unpacked, take time to explore what makes Andersonville special. Start 
by walking Clark Street to discover which coffee shop, bakery, or breakfast spot will become 
your regular morning destination. Visit the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce website for 
information about upcoming events, neighborhood meetings, and local business guides. Apply 
for your Zone 2 residential parking permit through the City Clerk's office if you have a car. 
Connect with neighbors by attending the Midsommarfest street festival in June, visiting the 
farmers market on Wednesday afternoons, or simply striking up conversations at neighborhood 
institutions. Andersonville rewards those who engage with its community spirit, and you'll quickly 
discover why residents develop such strong loyalty to this unique corner of Chicago. 

 

FAQs About Moving to Andersonville 
 

Q: How much do Andersonville movers typically cost? 

A: Moving costs in Andersonville typically range from $300-600 for studio/one-bedroom 
apartments to $800-1,400 for larger homes, depending on the specific building type, floor 
level, and amount of belongings. Walk-up apartments without elevators require more 
time and may cost slightly more than elevator buildings. Peak summer months often see 
15-20% higher rates due to increased demand, while fall and winter moves offer better 
pricing. 

 

Q: What parking permits do I need for moving day in Andersonville? 

A: You need temporary no-parking permits from the City of Chicago for any spaces 
where your moving truck will park. Request these at least 10 business days in advance 
through the 311 system. Andersonville is in Zone 2, where parking enforcement actively 
tickets, so proper permits are essential. Your moving company may also assist with 
permit acquisition. 

 

Q: When is the best time to move to Andersonville? 

A: Late fall through early spring offers the best availability, lower costs, and more flexible 
scheduling with professional movers. May through September is peak moving season 
when demand is highest and prices increase. If moving during summer, book 3-4 weeks 
ahead and consider weekday moves when streets are less congested and availability is 
better. 

 



Q: What makes moving in Andersonville buildings challenging? 

A: Andersonville's vintage walk-up apartments often feature narrow staircases, tight 
corners, and no elevator access, requiring experienced crews to navigate efficiently. 
Many buildings have specific move-in requirements including elevator reservations, 
insurance certificates, and designated moving hours. Alley access varies widely, and 
street parking is limited during peak hours, making advance permit planning crucial. 

 

Q: Why do people choose to live in Andersonville? 

A: Andersonville combines strong community identity, independent local businesses, 
and authentic neighborhood character without the high costs of downtown or Lincoln 
Park. The area's welcoming LGBTQ+ community, Swedish heritage, walkable streets, 
excellent restaurants, and Red Line access create a unique balance of urban amenities 
and residential comfort. Residents appreciate the genuine community feel where 
neighbors actually interact and support local shops. 

 

Q: Are Andersonville apartments expensive compared to other North Side 
neighborhoods? 

A: Andersonville averages around $1,500 for rent, making it moderately priced compared 
to other North Side neighborhoods. It's more affordable than Lincoln Park or Lakeview 
but slightly higher than Uptown or Rogers Park. The value comes from walkability, 
community character, and amenities—you get a lot for your money compared to 
neighborhoods with similar transit access and commercial density. 

 

About Affordable City Movers 
 

Affordable City Movers Chicago 

3033 N Clark St Suite 007, Chicago, IL 60657 

Phone: 312-210-0259 

 

Website: https://affordablecitymovers.com 

 

Google Business Profile: View Our Profile 

 

➤ Get a Free Quote: Andersonville Movers 

 

 

Stay Updated on Tumblr 
📱 Follow our Andersonville moving updates on Tumblr for the latest tips, insights, and 
neighborhood information. 
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Explore More Moving Guides 

• Moving to Streeterville 

• Moving to Old Town 

• Moving to Uptown 

• Moving to Edgewater 

• Moving to Rogers Park 

 

• Moving to Rogers Park 
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